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Introduction
2018 Edition Updates and Changes

The initial version | completed in 2001 was primarily focused on the letters fBfg| the
through 1960s. Since then | have done further research and made trips to Kansas State
Society in Topeka to gather news articles from the early years of the Bell family. This v
the book has been expanded to tell more of the cbvonplef the Bedlrhily homesteading in
Kansad.have also removed a few letters and items that were not directly related to the B
in the interest of narrowing the focus.

About the Compilation

This book has evolved since 2000 when | first discovered a large packet of letters that
Josephine Jarboe Gander, had by the siblings of her mother, Gertrude Bell Jarboe. TI
have either been saved by Josephine yearsthar were saved by her sisters Bernadette J:
Kelly and Anna Lou Jarboe Jones who lived with Gertrude quite a lot during the period c
this Dbook. Thanks to Bernadettec¢cs dauc
preservedd made available to the family. Other family members includigtaadytaathter
of Mary Alice Bell BeeclmapVeronica Beechwood Cgranddaughters of Rose Bell Bowles,
Rose Mary Fox and Margaret Mollick and-aigoeadf Bernard Cavanaugiry Greve, have

also provided a few entries and photos.

D

The letters they saved and the happy exchange of information between fellow family
allows us, in some cases, to see both sides of the conversation. And, what ¢usVereattions
to say that the Bell family wrote great poetic and literary works. What they had was|a gre
each ot her, a wry humor , and a gentl el c
aware of the economic and political swéntitsg around them during and after World Watr Il.

As the letters in the collection piled up and | struggled to get them organized and scanr
digital format, | began to realize what an interesting story they told. | wanted to pres
menories of the people who wrote to each other with such affectionate care. This compil
be of great interest, of course, to the direct descendants of the people who wrote the lett
first level, the purpose of this book is to shameaheésdul letters with all of the relatives of
these people. At the next level, this book is a compilatidrantlfastounts of life during the
1940s and 1950s in America, particularly in California, Kansas and Missouri. So thefe is ¢
of hisorical merit in the details documented.

It is surprising that such a large collectieiteo$, some over 100 yearshakl survived intact
for us to read. This can be attributed to the very pronounced tendency of the authors to
ot h dtergasongltoethe next sibling. Thus, even though Gertrude Bell Jarboe wound ug
bulk of the letters in this compilation, we actually have letters that were written between
siblings. Another odd thingoigdalize that out of roughB0 letters included here, only a
couple are from the main addressee of the letters, Gertrude Bell Jarboe. This is for a fe
First, of course, she could save the letters she received more than the letters shdaent.
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had increasirigpubles with her eyesight and in her later years relied on her daughte
and Anna Lou to write her letters. Third, she was, according to her daughter Josep
serious woman who didnc¢t | tt&leowGertrude hokfr
her own writing but from the reflected comments of her siblings.

This book started out as a simple compilation of letters. It was estimated to Be20¢
pages and was just going to be a simple chronologicail gomengtters between siblings.

one thing |l ed to another, SO to spea
straightforward format without some supporting documentation, photos and comme

turned out, there weletanore letters than imagined when the project started. It has €
almost a faihgi scrapbook covering over one hwehes] including letters, pictures, new

articles, maps and other documents that help put the letters (rememicentegtmNomv, t
editorial challenge is to keep the whole book6@ddeages!

been copied, for example. While this magxsessive, it has several positive results.

thing, it puts the date and place of the letter on firm ground. It can prove that your
living in a certain place at a certain date, for example, and the stamps were fairly igt

World War Il Alsoitpr ovi des some ad4dead spacea be
the context of the letter or include a photograph that achieves the same goal. Anoth
include the actual card or post card pictuseseiM@as no informational purpose but sets
for the style of Christmas and Birthd

conveys the personality of the sender and their relationship to thé& mechmektwill give y
anopportunity to warm your heart and feel joy in life. Filled with real affection, dry

first-hand accounts of historical events, reading this book is a great way to spend
digesting history at a human pace.

Hopefully, the readerst directly|
descended from Gertrude |
Jarboe will forgive the focus on
family. It is centered on her farj
for the simple fact that we |
reading from a collection of let§
she or her daughters saved. T}
simply the material that v\
avalable. It would be a wonde
result indeed if we had to issue
versions of this book with hund
of additional pages telling the re}
the story. How wonderful it wc
be to have both sides of t
conversations! If this first bc
inspiresther family members to (
around in their attic and find sim
letters, we could have a t
amazing family history going!

'.‘

*

“é

A banbaal

July 1944. Front row: Bernadette Kelly, Del
Gertrude Jarboe, Josephine Gander. Second rov

Hagan, Kathleen Montgomery, Della Ream,
Carlson. Back row: Anna Lou Jarboe, Frances Bj

Dear Sister

While there are plen
opportunities to cut pages, each choice has a tradeoff. Where possible, the origir

rs Berna
hine, a b
om |

put 150
But,
k .
ntary. A
volved ir
spaper
ne
ty of
1al envel
For one
ancestc
eresting
| ow
er choice
the tone
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humor
a few e
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How to read this book

There are a number of different approaches the reader may choose to read this boo
themethodical reader, there is always the standard approach of reading the book fro

kK. Of
m fro

and no harm will come from it. For those readers who have an affinity for any particule
member, the Table of Contents will provide a great giokly fonduall letters written by or to

the individual of intereSthelndexwill heldind all mentions of a particular person or topi

c. Tk

Index is worth reading an all cases because the letters cover such a wide selection of tc
people Vied and wrote at an interesting time and their letters touched on so many topi

religion to politics to amazing-feavgled inventions like the electric water heater. The |

reader can just randomly open the book and start reading.tltdoeant t er wh at

chooses; just so they enjoy the experience!

This is a book that is very rich in details. The Table of Contents and Index wi

However, the reader is going to have to get good at reading script hawdidongeao find

ndec

| be

that they can immediately identify the author of the letter just based on the handwritir

reader will find that it can be slow reading; of that there is no question. In itself thi

S car

frustrating and rewarding. Sorethder will find it somewhat challenging to read letters by |
Bowles with her peculiar handwriting. Or they may find her writing easy to read byt anc

sibling unreadabl e. The message unadeestgd |
search and reflect and think, Il tcs a goc
are related to someone else in the book,

sench fewextsa day a n dy pdrmanent receré of their axistence. These people v

with pen and ink on paper meant to withstand delivery by railroad mail.

This is not a book to be read once through like a light novel. It has so much detail that €
reader is a familystorian, they will struggle to understand all of the decades old referer
various trivia. The things the authors took for granted are now outside our frame of r
Their world is becoming as unintelligible to us as ours would be tltetheamdfacross one of

ourtextst and theyc¢cd be stumped right off t
the issues and topics in the average letter today. Conversely, the number of peop

h e
e wh

understand the trivial referesnoéheir letters is dwindling with each year. One of the goals o
book iIs to provide an historical refernen

It has been my honor to work with these old photographs and letters ihisdopKing hope

you enjoy reading it as much as | enjoyed creating it.

Alice Bell Gander
Monroe City, Missouri
March 2018
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Biographies

The wealth of details contained in the letters can be overwhelming to anyone not inti
with the live of the people involved, and, frankly, even to someone who sp
understanding this family. The brief biographies included in this section are inteng
the reader with a basic understanding of the main events in the liveslafeise aaal t}
people who were closest to them.

Several characteristics are fundamental to the members of this family. First, they
Roman Catholic and that was clearly an integral parvdriygalves. They fretted when
missedMass during the week due to illness or when they accidentally ate meat on &
They shared prayers with each other and talked about the list of names on their Con
list. They worked out the practical issues of getting toifflask wedther or during gasc
rationing or when some family members worked night shifts. The Bell siblings neve
never married in any situation that was not perfectly approved by the Church. Mass
in Latin and it wasrbidden to eat breakfast before going to Mass. Weddings wer
always held early in the morning and those who got hungry early always went to t

mately fa
ecializes
ed to pr
ne

were de
they

forbidde
nmunion
line

r divorce
BS Were ¢
e, theref
ne earlie

possible. And when they commented that 100 Masses were left at the furerath#ihey me

people had &asigned upa your deceased

particular parish or diocese. Bernadette Jarboe Kelly marvels at kneeling through
Rosaries at the funeral of her Aunt Loutie in 1952sagkdeb y t hat t 7 |
paralyzed and our tongues dry and | was exhausted | am not used to so much pr,
decide to go back to St. Paul to be buried as someone cares enough & weagaavelb

o

have one rosary said haaeaf uner al . a

The sisters often went to live with another sister or sent one of their daughters to dg
help out at a time of need. Gertrude
Anna Laura spent six months @thirude when her first child was born, and then Nor
same when the second child was born. Agnes lived with her sister Alice when she
And then Gertrude sent her daughter Frances to live with her sister Nora.

Another characteristic of this family was their commitment to keeping in touch wit
across the miles and over the years. They were a very close family and although st
separated ysically for up tbree decadi®y remained very close and made a concerte
keep up with each otherc¢s activities.
details, whether it was their kitcherejusteledhe hens thaeve sick or the activities of t
grandchildren.

These people were all hardy pioneers who battled floods, grasshoppers and all mani
pestilence in the pursuit of their livelihoods. They had a kind of quiet confiderstauacy
that comes from such an upbringing. This made them ideal candidates to take
homesteads as Gertrude did in North Dakota or to strike out for the far away world of
Tommy and then Anna Laura would do before 1920. They knewawhatvitork hard @
make their own living in the world by whatever means they had. While they may h:
on the downhill behavior of the world around them, they were never afraid of the wor
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Migration to Missouri from Kentucky and Virginia

Bef ore we meet the Tom and Loui se Bel

f

understand how they happened to be in Missouri to meet and gétisnaroaty a sketch and
does not list all of the children in eaclyfamiis meant to highlight the names we will see late

Joseph BELL was born in Northern Ireland in 1765 and migratelisviither Robert Bel
Pennsylvania by 1772. Joseph Bell mdMagd Helen Thompson in 1790. Their chi

to
dren

included Elexious Thompson Bell born in 1804 &t BzIl born in 1807. Robert Bell

married Mary Pulliam and they Siashnna Gertrutdern in Scott County, KY in 18Ry

1835 Robert Bell had moved to the Indian Creek area near Monroe City, MO, and acqui

under the US Congress Land Act of IB#next three childidfilliam,J ohn Tho
and Mary CwerehbdoinMO ed Bel |

HenrySAUNDERSwho was born in Virginia, also bought land under the Land Act by
Lakenan, MO. His wife Nancy Sanders was-daymginietr of ElizabheBoone Grant, sister

ma ¢

1833
to

Dani el Boone. Henry and Nancyc¢s chil dre

born 1815. William Addisong¢gs c¢hi |l dmagied
Susan Rebecca GoagHh theirchildren include@eorgia AnnMaria LouisémarriedJohn
Thomas BéJlSara Ellerd S a bnd ¥l& ,Saunders. William Heayndermarried his firs
cousin Georgia Ann Saunders. After she died he married Henrietta Bneyghéoh iw
daughtemslaudeand Leta.

JohnThomagdARBOE llborn 18@! died in Scott County, KY, in 1856. He was desceng
Lt. Col. John Jarboe born in Dijon France inviiéd fnigrated to Virginia by 1650. Their
who later migrated to #aisri includedohn Thomas Jarboebhin 1826 andloseph Mart
Jarbodorn 1831 J.TandJoseph M. Jarboe came to the Lakenan MO area by the €

5t
0]

ed fr
SONS
In
arly

andmarriedwo daughters of another early MO settler Barnaby WerédiadAgnes Worland

and Lewellen Worl and. J InL855 ahdtheh beamarsied
daughter of Robert B&8usanna Gertrude Bell1856. J . T. Jar boe |
children included Cecelia AnA n n i e §Kendriaky. Baseph M. Jarboe and Lev
Worland were married in 1855. They had Jogépkleg)AgnegReid) Amanda, Eugene,
James Adelberho married daughter of Tom and Louise SaundeGeBtelide Bell

IgnatiusGOUGH (1784-1825) was froniKentucky and his wife was Susan Beaven
1864). Their children included James Henry {1892) who had a daugi$arah Isabe
Goughandhis sisteBusan Rebecca Gaugii8-1877). The Gough family also migrated
Lakenan or Shelbina area©fliy the mid 830s.

Jerom&ENDRICK(1832-1901) was from a family already in Missouri by the time he
in 1832. He marriethe daughter of James Henry G8agdh Isabella Gowgtu their childre
includedWilliam BurfordAlbert Jeromend twoosis who became priests, Father Lamh
Father Stephen. William Burford Kendrick married the daughter of J.T. Jarboe Il
Bell,Annie JarboeAlbert Jerome Kendrick married a daughter of Tom and Louise Sa
Susan Agnes &4Aggied Bell
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John Thomas and Maria Louise Saunders Bell

Tom and Louise Bell were the quintess
Mission Kansas in 1867 and raised a total of ten children there. Tom was born Jut
Robert and Mary Pulliam Bell in northeast Missouri. He naagridticel Eddings on Jan
29, 1861 and they had a son Wil
Robert Bell on October 14, 1862.
beloved wife Alice died in June
while trying to give birth to their se
son. Both mother and child died on
27, 1864. He married Maria Ls®
Saunder s, a frie
had been the bridesmaid for
wedding, on September 19, 1
Louise was born September 20, 18
Shelby County, Missouri. A de
Roman Catholic like Tom, Louise
been planning to enter the convene
Tom asked her to marry him.
abandoned her plans for the conv
order to make her life with Tom.

They had their first child, Joseph Emory Bell a year later on September 18, 1866.
they were still living in Missouri. But isuhener of 1867 they moved to Osage Mission
where they would live for the rest of their days. They were among the earliest set
and were highly respected members of their community. Their Catholic faith was :
part oftheir life. This dedication to the Catholic faith can be seen reflected in the
their children wrote to each other over the years.

They had a tot al of nine children together
house NMvember 19, 1914 of a heart attack. Her obituary contained this triut®/s . and
ploneers in this sectidrhey endured all the hardships of pioneer life, but lived to see
bear fruit in many foldThe Bell family, sinceetbarly days, has been regarded as one (
and most substantial families in this section, and Mrs. Bell did her full share in &
splendid reputation. a

Tom lived on the farm until 1917 when he moved in town with his daughter Hedser
December 22, 1929 at the age of 89 2. His obituary includedthis: J. [ s/ ¢ |
finest citizens, a God fearing gentleman, a contientious [sic] Christian, a man who 1
better by his living here. He is mourned8yof loyal friends who are indeed saddene
hol i day season by his passing and who
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William Robert Bell

Upon meeting her Uncle Willie for the first time in 1950, Cecelia Bowles aviote this 1
has a very interesting home, and of course it was my first time meeting him. | was p
over his ability to do things. | believe he is the most unusual character | have ever
alive and interested in doing
thingsin the latest fashion as v
as being interested in what ot
are doing. | shall never forget
lunch with them, visiting his lit
church and inspecting all of
fascinating gadgets about

| ovely home. &
visit with him, Wie was 88 yeal
old!

William Robert Bell born
October 14, 1862wagqquite an
amazing and energetic man
up to the very end of his life.
died July 23, 1951 just thres
months shy of his '8®irthday

and was active until the very end. Waliem ed Mar t ha & Mat 1887dn3

Jasper, MOThey had two little boys who both died before the age of three. Their la
daughter, Alice May Bell, shown here ingefuenation photo dating from about 1919.

married Gilde Morris and they had one son, William Ewing Morris. Willie and Matti
Mat t i-eistes Geltrade BEmith with them much of thetimeWi | | i e¢s w

19, 1926 of pernicious anemibor the last fifteen years soof his lifestarting about 193
Willie had a housekeeper and helper named Anna Clopton. Although Willie and A
married and he did not refer to her as hisewiédyed her service so much that she was
hiswill.

We have the pleasure of getting to know Willie through a large number of letters |
many haiSisters over the years. He was very expressive in his letters and had 4
humor. He loved farming and never lost the faséoragimwing things. Willie prided hir
on his hard work, claiming in a 1937 lgter f ee/ | mi ght have
love of work, | have had it all my life, | have had R. R. [railroad] Jobs that it took two
mypace after me. a

Although he indicates in a 1949 letter that he had drifted away from the Catholic (
time earlier in his life (his wife Mattie was a Protestant), throughout the letters in this
quite emphatic in his religion.s lnother source of satisfaction for him and he wears
with pride and joy. One could almost say that he has a religious zeal akisntokiing
attitude of a former smoker, as he has become the most Catholic of all Catholics.

1t
DSitivi
met.

e wr
gree
mself
p a
or th

Churc
book
5 his
y anti

PrairieQueens.com Dear Sister 7



Joseph Emory Bell

Although Emory was born in Missouri, on September 1¢
he moved to Osage Mission Kansas with his family befo
year old. He lived therg@lume died November 26, 1924.

On June 13, 1894 he marr.
Nellie was a friend to his sisters and had served as brid
the 1891 wedding of Emory

The newspaper article about Emory andeNgls  w e

with the following texéd On We dnesday, J
Ellen F. Taymans, the beautiful and accomplished daug/
and Mrs. P.V. Taymans, were united in thebdrads (
matr i mony [ n St. Franci s'

Emory and Nellie had 13 children: Florence May, Beatri
(married Roy Greenwell), Vincent Valentine (married
Miller), John Joseph, Ruth Estelle, Mercedes, Mildred
Frances Catherine,tAony Alphonsus, Flavia Louise, Leg
Loren, Thomas Emory, Mary Avic&fter
Emory diedNellie lived in Albuquerque, N
Mexico for many years until her death in 1€

Emory pursued careers as a teacher, a [z
real estate agent, a county eldrkmesteage = = -
grain elevator operat@and many othe
enterprising opportunities in his lifetides =
obituary say&€mory Bell was an excepz‘/or& i
good citizen. His active life was full of = . = *F
spiritedness and a desire to promote the- ~»”“¢-’ ;r NE
good. Feunen around here had more fric -
than Mr. Bell.

His large family is now scattered far and
across the United States. His descendant:

Monroe City, Missouri area include R
granddaughters Juanita Greenwell Yatc [EEEEREsEaE
Nellie Ann Greenwell Lanham -

and grandsonséph Thomas

TN Ly

Bell, the popular young pedagogue of Mission townshig,
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Mary Alice Bell Beechwood

As if toprove the fertility of the new homestead in Neosha Cou

Mary Alice Eddings, her f
friend.

On January 7, 1891, Mary Alice Bell married William N

Kansas, Mary Alice Bell was born on June 28, 1868, just n
months after the family settled on the land. She was named

at

ckola

Beechwood; the son of another very early settler in Neosho C

Jacob Beechwood. They lived on a farm east of St. Paul, K

known as Beechwood hill. Jacob Beechwood was originally
the Alsacéorraine region of northeastern France. His name was actually Buchholz, w
German for Beechwood. William and Mary Alice Beechwood had six children: Mary C
Viol a, John Jacob, rgE Bueny and AliceaMagdah NOentbéry &
1909 they moved to Coffeyville, Kansas and that is wherevbleeaneldmost of the family is

buried.

The youngest girl died in 1912 at the age of three. The two older girls, Mary and Viola, r
New York City where Mary was an author and Viola an actress. dValgutai@everdale in
1910 but they later divorced and Mary and Viola were inseparable sisters. In 1961 when

in their late 60s they took a trip together to Europe. Both of them were ailing at the t
died while they were in Englaaty died less than two months later.

me a

The three boys all pursued professions. John Jacob was a lawyer and horse trainer. He
York with his sisters for about eleven years before marrying Helen Keras. Emory Edwal

Isabella Coyle abdcame a dociar Bartlesville, OK He was al so
family. George Eugene married Mary Winifred Rapp and lived in Pennsylvania.

Mary Alice Bell Belawood died unexpectedly in M&2h at the age of 57. William Nick
Beechwootived until May 25, 1950For most of their marriage they lived apart.

K n ¢

olas
W.N

Beechwood pursued his mining career in Missouri and elsewhere while Alice s&yed at
writes in her | etter MNawkeow/abays dididkse &one and h

Will loved a crowd so | guess we both have what &e want

Viola Beechwoou

Emory Edwarc
Beechwood,

George and Mai
Beechwood, Joh

Jacob as best mi
(Last two phots
courtesy  Veronic
Beechwood Curry).
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Rose May Bell Bowles

Born Apil 29, 1870, Rose was the second of what would e}
be seven daughters for Tom and Louise Bell. Rose had

gentle naturdRose was the least likely of all the Bell sibling
say anything disapproving about anyonéAkismigh heeye
began to fail her in later years and her writing speaks of h
she actually lived to be 97 years old! In 1902 she marrie
James Bowles, a member of a neighboring family. Altk
di dngt marry unti
children: Mary Loui se, L e
Timothy and George Charles. Of her three girls, only Leta
married. Leta and Joseph Burns married in 1930 and I
children: Joseph Lane, Rose Mary,Thomas, Margaret Ar
William Robert, Jamest&@uand Virginia Leta BowlBseir son George developed canc
died in 1951 a few months before Bfsbitthday.

Charles and Rose Bowlkest to the Liberal Kansas area in 1911 and farmedredar five

years before moving to Stevens County in 1916. By 1940 he retirediadihbeagsof
their married life at 16 South Jordan Street in Liberal, Kansas. Rose and Charles ¢
50™ wedding anniversary in 1952. They evehéhaddrgy to take a trip to Los Angels
year to visit Rose¢s sisters., Charl e
active andardworkinpnt o hi s 80¢s.

This book contains letters from all three daughters of Charles and Rose Bell Bowles:
Agnes

Leta Gertrude and Ceceli a aPega.
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February 19, 1872 brought the third daughter to Tor
Louise Bell. Agnes grew up on the Bell homestead in K
stayed there for someopeof time but she eventually wour
in the Monroe City and Shelbina area of Missouhevisester
Gertrude was livingt the age of 32 she married Albert Je
Kendrick (May 18, 1868 Sept ember 8, 1

Susan Agnes Bell Kendrick

wife Angie Elliott haded in 1902
of Tuberculosis. Albert and Ar
did not have any children.

Albert and Agnes lived on a farm
Shelbina and had seven chilc._...
John Jerome, Mary Alice, Modesta
Angeline, Joseph Lambert, \
Stepheilbert. Her three youngékrry, Isabel and Steleywoun
up in California and she lived with some of them until h

January 4, 1964 in Los Angeles. She and Albert are buriﬁﬂd_ a

Marycs Cemetery, Shel biiaishurie
with them.

The photograph below was taken in 1930 at the home of A
Albert Kendrick near Shelbina Missouri. Couples, left to right
and Rose Bowles, Albert and Agnes Kendrick, Dell and
Jarboe.
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Gertrude Lee Bell Jarboe

Gertrude was born April 23, 1874 in the year that would
remembered for the great plague of grasshoppers that swe
plains. She grew up onBék homestead until she was abo
when she was sert ok e na n , Mi ssour i t
SaralSaunders Taylor. Sid and $aljor did not have any chilg
anditseemsthallga s ked her sister L

leave her home and many friends in St. Paul and go live w
aunt and uncle in Lakenan. She most likely had been to L
least once before because both of her parents were from t
they must have gone back to visitt vigaag still quite a change fo
young girl. She moved tesMis about 1892, maybe latie me
her future husband in Missouri while staying with her Aunt Sally.

of her daughters, since she had so many! So, the poimb&seid
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Gertrude married James Adelbert Jarboe on March 1, 1897. Dell Jarboe wdg thath a fam

had homesteaded in Monroe County Missouri in the 1830s. Dell and Gertrude had
all girls: Bernadette, Lucille (died at five

months), Frances, Anna Lou, Rosalie,
Lillian, Kathleen, and JosephiBernadette
and Lucille welsorn in Missourin 1901,
the young family moved to North Dako*
homestead. They lived in Hope ND
where Frances was born and then settl
proved out a claim near Mandan ND. |,
Lou was born in St. Paul, Kansas
Gertrude was visitingr Iparents. Rosalie ¢
Della were born on the homestead in |
Dakota. In 1910, the family moved bac
their home south of Lakenan, Missouri, \
the &athree little [
Josephine were born.

Her youngest sister Anna Laumdewn a/
letter July 4, 19525/ r e me mb e &
your mother. She was gay and sweet ang
wanted to be amicable. The Bell girls
very plain bunch and she was smallest &
looking. Papa who was blue eyed, white
black hair saicshe was most [like PSS
Pennsylvania Dutch Mother, whose nan

nine chils

hl ee

PU///a/m texdz iz e xbr <z xiv 7 sz xbr w82 stz sz xlz xlz o7 vi7 o0z xiz xlr xi7 xdr 2l7 w7 b7 d
O\ 50 : % |
MONROE CITY, %‘9\\«\/\:0@\-\\ MISSOURI. 1
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Louise Catherine Bell McAndrew Volmer

Loutie, as she was always called, had more than her sh
luck during her lifefter she was born February 23, 1877.
dated John McAndrew for more than five years befc
married in October 26, 1910. They had one daughter G
on June 25, 1913, but John died March 16, 1918 at the
49 of skin cancer. John McAndsas one of six childr
orphaned when their parents both died in one week
Roycroft family raised John and his brother Patrick, as
were their own children. His adopted family includec
Roycroft. John and Agnes hosted parties tagsiilangs ir
their teens and early twenties.

Loutie was the only one of the Bell siblings to remain ar
Paul, Kansas. She had taken in her father Tom Bell it
three years after her mother died and when Tom could |
live alone on tHarm. She managed the maintenance
farm and kept it rented out until 1941.

On October 26, 1937, at the age of 60,

fancied Joe Volmer as her boyfriend way back in 1891 but many yearsiheel thassed

oe

had grown up on the farm adjoining the Bell homestead to the North. Joe had marri

Roycroft in 1903 and they had three daughters, Ruth [Munding], Olive [Casey] and E

thel |

Agnes had also died in 1@i®ernicious anenaiad Joe had raised the three girls. Ong of |

daughters and her husband, Ray and Ethel
1941. The Grillots kept the farm until 1963.
Loutie¢g¢s daughter Gerhth

it was a source of great worry for a decade.
Volmer, who was already 63 when she married
not well. He died on March 15, 1942, leaving
widow for the second time.

Loutie continued to live in St. Paul until her deg
1952. She liked to play bridge and was active in
church activities but otherwise seemed to live a g
life.

The picturenereshows Gertrude McAndrew with
mother Loutie about 1918 ¥919. This could hal
been about the time that John McAndrew died.

Volr

Grillot, bought the Bell homestead when Loutie spld it

ru

tuberculosis in 1941. Although she eventually recover:

And
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Thomas LeFevre Bell

Emory was already thirteen years old and-hiethalf Willi¢
was seventeen. So Tommy Bell gresoupdrd by his se
sisters.

Tommy we to California as a young man b&@fy@. Initially

lived in Fresno at first where he worked for the govern

get home for the funeral. His 1918 Draft Registration
occupation as barber and in 1920 census he is liste

When Tom Bell was born October 29, 1879, his nearest brother

1%

ven

he worked as a farm laborer in Flasbh®9 he married Mary
Virginia Fisher and they had two sons, Emmett and@hdgyd.

ment anc

she was roimg a boarding house. By 1912 they were in Qakland
where he was listed as an Internal Revenue Clerk. He lived |
Oakland at the time his mother died in 1914 and was nat able to

ists his
d as a

government storekeepdy 1919, his youngest sister Anna
Laura Bell would join him in the San FranciscHereaained

in the Oakland and Berkeley CA area with his occupation listed as barberdovotenksis an

until at leas1938. In May1941 he went to Camp San Luis Obispo as a barber for the
Army Training Center and compleféild Draft Registratian San Luis Obispo.

Little else iknown about his life duringgégodf thelate
1930s and early 1940sTommy Bell died in 1943 at t
age of 63. His passing is enigmatic; as the readen
from the notes his sister wrote and copied at the tir§
seems to have had some sort of nervous breakd
refused to tell thedpatal anything about himself in the
before he died. He was buried in San Luis Obispo w
of his wifeg¢s family was
There are no letters §
§ this collection from hi
and his siblings ve
w rarely mention his na
&% Nevertheless, his wid®
"% and sons remained
# contact with some of t .~
" family after his death.

His son Lloyd became a Doctor and his wife Mary
California after he died.

These 1921 photographs show Tom and Mary Bell w
- sons Bmett and Lloyd
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Ellen Nora Caroline Bell Cavanaugh

Nora was a sweet natured woman born September 25, 1881.

married Bernard Francis Cavanaugh in 1906. He was the son
early homesteader, John Joseph Cavanaugh. John Cavanaug
Ireland and migrated to Kansas in 1869.

Bernard and Nora never had any children. They lived in Idaho

and Nora lived with her
sister Agnes most of t
time until she diedh i
1956. She missed h
beloved Bernard terribly but kept herself bus
volunteer work for the Red Cross and

charities. Nora considered her husband Ber
be among the sweetest, kindest humans w
lived. A few months before she diedhal ¢
vision of Bernard coming to see her. She w
January 1956 / dong¢t worry
always take care of me. He visited me h
before Christmas, came up the steps, so | kn
looking after me. Annie says | am aratyike to
be crazy I f | can se.

Ber nar enipce May 6Grave provides
photo of the John Cavanaugh family. Bernarc ...
youngest boy in the photograph. He has aln,

, same expression on
his face in a 1941 photograph with iNdras Angeles.

' Nora was particularly <c¢lo
and wanted Annie to move to Los Angeles to be with he
held out, preferring her life alone in San Francisco bu
moving down to Los Angeles late in 1955.

. i Wha Annie finally did come down to Los Angeles, sh
| |~ stroke after a few months and died in May 1956. Thij
- unexpected that Annie was buried in the grave next tg
% \When Nora herself died in November that year, she was
top of Anne. Sadly, no one ever even put the date of
il Noracs tombstone. And no
These two childless women
have the photos and letters saved by their nieces.
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Francisco for a while and finally in Los Angeles. Bernard died in 1
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Anna Laura Bell

Anna Laura Bell was born January 31, 1884, thE Tash @n

Louise Bellg¢gs children. T
at the age of 19 and moved first to Kansas City for fifteen
then to San Francisco in 1919 for most of the rest of her |
spent the last few months of henlif®s Angeles living with
sisters Aggie and Nora. Her sisters always knew her a

Anna Laura was a selfantwoman who earned her living
vari ety of

for sale. She seems to have worked hard and made a dec

herself, but most of all she seemed to relish her indepen

never married.

Annie tended to write about money, possessions and about her fluctuating weight. &/

1937 letter to Josephine Jarboéitaty r S/ st er
ci rcumference her, so we
cost of various items and is quick to shgpentwer of how other people are spending thei

Anna I n Cal i

foolishly. Thanks to her obsession with the cost of things, wefiratr@andagcounts abg

the cost of | ivi i n the 1940¢s and

ng

financially, Annie herself writes as if she is always pinching pennies. She was mos

who held her money tightly and had more than she would acknowledge.

She writes at times with abietdegree of anange and sarcasm although herwatermsqua
capable of stating their own quibbles. It is quite amusing to read the letters writter
telling their various opinions about the actions of the other sisters. She was close
Nora and seemed to have the mogtdoitioism for her sister Agnes, who was twelve ye
and for &athe Kendricksa in general

o A

She was close to her n

Bernadette Jarboe, hay .
been with Gertrude at t™;
ti me of

el T
by At v
ﬁ':‘.i -

This 1938 photograph d
Anna Laura Bell in Sg
Francisco shows her at
age of 54. She see
quite confident and
control of her world.

2 KSR Dld S

Anna but she often wrote her own name as simply Laura Be

c d\nnie efters writeg/abaaits

)
hi s
years an
fe. She
her

S Annie
3.

in a

waynstorghsesawdi ke cdhga
and providing housekeeping services. She also sewed an(
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186117 1899 The Bell Family Begins
A Tragic Start

John Thomas Bell was the son of Rob¢1i8B&éi[L875) and Mary Pullia(@806-1864). He
had an older sister Susanna Gertrude/t®elnarried John Thomas Jarhoegli$lIbrothe
William Bell was said to have joined QuaiRalderand was never heard from again. H
younger sister Mollie Belh o marri ed Wil liam Smith.

Bell had come from Ireland a young boy around 1772. They lived in Kentucky i
migrated to northeast Missouri before John Thomas was born on June 1, 1840.

According to family folklore, John Thomas Bell first saw Aliceviddehngjse was 16 an
was 19. He sai d, aThatc¢s t he Januaryl29186% im
Monroe County, MO. She was 17 and he was 20 at the time of the wedding. They
child, William Robert Beft October 14, 1862 in Old Clinton, MO.

Sadly, when the second son came along, both the mother and child diecom Zrimkell&ith

1864. The obituary for Alice Eddings Bell is very p@gdaotiching.

She is buried in St. Peters Cemalemh Fork near Lakenan, MO.
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Obituary

Died, in Shelby coynobn the 27nitime, Mrs. Mary Alice Bell, wife of John T. B
the 2F'year of her ad¢er sickness was violent from the first, and soon develo
symptoms, from which the best attention could not alleviate. In a few day:
loved hebest were gathered around her grave to witness the sad rites of
burial. From which we turn with a sorrowing heart to view the past. It is at tl
we view the closing scenes of thig li$eat this moment we realize the houringp
a it is at this moment we feel the great blank left us by death! Ah! That bl
seriously felt, but we have a hope beyond the grave. Yes, friends, Allie ha
gently yielded her soul to the God that gave it. This has passethtooatdimsd
i f e, one who in the full bl oom of
this world; but entered with a full hope of a life immortal in the next. She |
husband, one child, disconsolate parents and numerous Vireamdsyér her ea
demise. She was in life an obedient daughter, an affectionate wife and indu
and beloved by all that knew her. In our hearts we mourn our departed frie
should we weep when we believe that she has gornégoreoeised reward offe
by the Saviour of manki nd: a Come
prepared for you.a Yes, she has of
justly merits. For she can smile upon earth and in tiogtaphéapr

Oh, heartless storm, | smile on thee, Thus beating on my withered breast

To death | meekly bend my Kknee. Fo
And yet, dearest sister; from those splendors there, Wilt thou not sometimes
Andforuswatome Eden air, On earthg¢gs da
And wilt thou not when we must win

Meet us with a kind ministering A sweet and tender smile?

And on thy struggling brothers here, Send such sweet influence down,

That we can surelytbgesphere, And bless thy fadeless crown.

That we may bravely meet each pea
el

I
And emi d the deepest agony, Fe t

After her death, John Thomas Bell knew he needed a mother for his young son
Louise Saundevas close friend of Mary Alice Eddings and is said to have been the I
their wedding. She was considering |

Willie. |
ridesmai
ol ni

widower, she agreed. They were married September 19, 1865. They liethmadhealfak a

while and their first child, Joseph Emonyd3etiorn there a year later, September 18, 18

Louise Saunders Bell was Beptember 20, 1843 in Missouri. Her parents were Le
Saunderand Susan Rebecca Gough.

66.

wis Cas:
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A New Beginning in Kansas

In 1867 the young Bell family headed to Southeast Kansas for a new start. It is nat knc
exactly caused them to make this choice but, according dd pap®stehe bought a clgim in
August 1867 and moved the family there in October 1867. The place they moved

originally called Osage Mission and later became St. Paul. It is in Neosho County and th
River is not far from the homestead khepodhe homestead he took up was an abandagned «

that someone else had stdteddland they settled on was part of the Canville Treaty
with the Osage Indiabsi nk t o John Thomas Bell ¢s H
http://prairiequeens.com/images/Documents/JT_Bell _Homestead.htm

Family stories say that when they were moving from Lakenan MCthe amsg3a)Villie Bell

dropped the silverware out dédhk of thevagorone by one so he could find his way bac
He would have been five years old at the time.

of 1¢
D ME

k hor

We dong¢gct know whi ch happmareda Wiliam Smandthey .

also lived in St. Paul, Kansas.

About nine months after they moved to Kansas, they had their firsindaugét2s, 186¢

They named heary AlicéBellin honor ohis first wife Mary Alice Eddings.
So began a long effort to establish their homestead and make a new life.

Here is an undated photo of the Bell homiekistlikely about 1870.
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Plat Book for St. Paul, Kansas

i £

STt/ P A1 <
i

This plabook from about 1905 shows the location of many of the places important
family in St. Paul , Kansas. 1) the (
family homestead, 4) the Lizzie Duling family home, girlhood friemdidd Belt, 5) th
original Beechwood homestead, later owned by William N and Mary Alice Bell Beec
Francis Catholic church, 7) the section in which the Roycrofts had originally |
homestead of Timothy Bowles where Charles &ovesedy

Note the winding Neosho River in the map. There were many terrible floods o
especially in July 1885 and June 1904. Evemasit of the land across the road from tkh
Bell homestead was turned into the Neosho Wildlife Area under the Kansas Departn
and Parks. Sections 19, 20, 29, 30 and 32 are part of this area.
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The Bell Family Grows

As the family madéwang on their homestead they continued to add more children.
RoseéVlay Bell was born April 29, 1870,

Susan AgnésA g Bdll ea& born February 19, 1832

Gertrudé.ee Bellwa born April 23, 1874.

We can get a good sense of their daily lives and the concerns they had from vari
news in their local paper.

AUQUSt 12- 18'74N§\osho Coundpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll O16b .
The devastation in neulestern Kansas. | have been out nearly two weeks of this ve

dry weather, which has been exceedingly unpleasant. For the first few days all ¢
comment were directed to the drouth, now eyag/tbiIRASSHOPPER few days agq
perfect cloud of these pests came in the shape of foraging parties and took without
left vouchers for indemnity. All middle men have been disposed of as they gathereq
Whole fields of cohave been stripped in a few hours, leaving the heavy part of the §
shorn of their valuables, as clean as could be done with a knife; and not one field h
from a few milezast of Framart to as far west as we can hearThiemcourse appears
from northwest to soutbast. If they should keep their present course, the farmers ra
City will receive a visit from them and when the advance guard comes, let them pref
stalk of corn and their fruit trete®ped.

We dongt know i f the plague of grassh

were certainly on gudido weeks later another article appeared about the grasshoppe

Olathe south of Kansas City. At least they $@mde of humor about impending doom.

AUQUSt 26: 184. [Neosho Coundpurnal, BEnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll O16b
GRASSHOPPERS, G/l enwood, Kansas, Augus.i

came this way Saturday morning and weehavea ny I dea how | on(
A delegation of boys met them half way, and walloped them with clubs, but it was I
grinned and hopped along. Your humble servant got one wedged between two hol
through vih a crowbar, but that was not enough, | got upon a beer keg and lifted up n
the mititude sayingd?oll on, thowlark infernal horde,; lglegged imps of Hades, Best
Sat ancs bandlet oy turoatdhes adhg theyd on¢ct seem t o

It is aweltknowrfact that the very elements, and even the chinch bugs themselves cq
anything farmers cultivate in this country, and of course it stands to human reason
way to get rid ofagshoppers, is to cultivate them as a vegetable. Therefore, as
appointed a committee of three to draft a set of resolutions on this subject, | respect,
following:

WHEREAS, We have reason to believe that these infernal inseassiessy and
WHEREAS, We are of the unanimous opinion that if we sow a crop of them the ch
worry and muss over them, t he clowds with cdhop wi
spots and great chunks of lightning on therafdrfe be it
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RESOLVED, That time is money, and that we plant them in furrows from three to fi
with a layer of railroad ties on each furrow to insure quick growth.

RESOLVED, That premiunof $2 50 and th&ansas Farmbe given at the next far the
best half bushel of grasshoppers not over two yeark afcagedance with the bylaw:
constitution | have hereunto caused my great seal to be prefixed or words to that effe

Another topic of interest in 1874 was the resolutioavediat lover the rights and owners
the homestead lands in Osage Mission. The railroad companies had tried to have
landthat the homesteaders had settled

AUQUSt 26: 184: [Neosho Coundpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll ©65] ] .
GREAT VICTORY GAINED! The Osage Ceded Land Case Decided in Favor of |

Thirty Thousand People Happy.

The great case of the Settlers against the Railroads for the title to and possessic
Ce@d Lands known I n the courts as 4dTh:
Texas railway com@anyand t he same against the 4
companyd Ul ast week has be e nhepeepleiamtiader
those companies.

Thousands upon thousands of industrious and hardy pioneers who have settled up:
these lands are thus made happy in the assurance that law and equity, as well as th
God, are on theside and that the great battle which they have so unflinchingly wageaq
them, the toiling representing labor against a giant wrong, has at length ended in &
the hard and utterly selfish corporations which sought to crusissens digpm of these h
where centered all that is dear to human sentiment.

Louise CatherigeL o WBellivas &orn February 23, 1877,
Thomas.eFevre Belwas born October 29, 1879,

Ellena N o Caalide Bellwas born September 25, 1881 and finally
Anna Laur&ell was born January 31, 1884.

JUIV 9. 1885[:Neosho Coungpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll O16P

The Flood. The NeosRiverhas probably never celebrated the glorious Fourth of Jul)
any other national holiday with more damaging effect than the past fourth. The ral
falling last Wednesday evening, and scarcely ceased owigai&yl/at ele rclock The
waters commenced coming up from Thursday afternoon until Sunday noon, wher
higher than it has been for many years, many of the oldest settlers believing to hav
that time than ever before known.

The loss to farmers and people living in the Neosho Valley is almost beyond compu
the wheat crop, which was good in the valley, was still standing out when the flood ¢
away. All the corn on the bottom lands will be eestedyed. The people living in th
bottoms were all driven from their homes.

During the high water last Wednesday one of our citizens refused to let another ¢
boat to go down the river bottom to rescue his brother and family. Wethink ma n ¢
the size of a chigger. Erie Journal

There is considerable difference of opinion as to the depth of the recent rainfall that |
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Alva Clark says one of his neighbors claims that he left an orajaboy hagf out the night of

the heavy rain and it was rained full.

Willie Bellrecalled this flood in a letter to Gertrude Jarboe dated October 48/ 19441
Old Neoshaviverhad been out of its banks 4 times this summer, it almost makes me

wish

home like it was in 18&noryand | had the time of our lives swimming and almost lived in
waterfoi 0 days n July 1885, but It was har

September 15, 188Willie BellmarriedMartha Frances SmithJasper, MQHe workdfor the

railroad in ReplikMissouri

May 15. 1890E05age Missidlournal, BnsaStateHistoricaSociety Roll 017D
PeterTaymansafter spending the winter with his family, left for Colorado Tuesaay.

absent until midghinter[He is the fath@f Nellie Taymans who married Emory Bell.]

July6,1890Nel | i e Taymans writes sin Gertrud

He v

e |

May the morn of thy life be joyous, and happy. The noontide Bright and peaceful, and t

gloriously hopefus the wish of your friend, Nellie Taymans. Osage Mission Kans.
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December 21,1990:er esa Smith writes in her
My Dear Cousin,
B We may write our names in Albums
P 6 We may trace them in the sand
% e 7 We may chisiem in marble
: }’ o free i e With a firm and skilful hand
Y i But the pages are soon tarnished
ey /0 = Soon each page will fade away
B Every monument will crumble
3.8 s ok As all earthly hopes decay
Fs ek But dear Gertie there is an Album
s M Full of leaves of snowy white
2/ i [ Where no names areréarnished
‘) ‘ ! ke But forever pure and bright
T8 ¢ st I'n the book of [/ fe
- e May your name be wrote with care
e i - And may all who herewith write
ey g Have their names recorded there.
S . .. Isthewishofyourcousin Teresa
A9 B
Teresa Smithawss t he daughter of Tom Bell ¢s

Paul, KS, also. These undated photos show Mollie Bell Smith and Wéitl [8meiiand

-
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January 7, 1891: Wedding of Alice Bell and William N. Beechwood

[Osage Missidiournal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll O16B

Married: Wednesday morning Jan. 71 891 at 8 oc¢ccl ock at | St
ceremony was performed that Mrted/m. Beealood andMiss Alice Belln the holy bonds

of matrimony. Mr. Beechwood is an enterprising young farmer east of the city and the b
daughter of J.T. Bell. The young eauplorth on the voyage of life with the well wishes

congratulations of their many friends and the Journal for a long and happy life.
According to her sisters, Alicec¢s weddin

January 16, 1891pe Volmerrites in theutograph book of his neigi@entrude Bell

Friend Gertrude,
O Les Lt . May you be happy each day
, .Y ofyourlife.

ATV Get a good husband |and

, , y ) 4 . . ... makea good wife.

ST G Sl S Osage Mission Kans.
J A Volmer
v Jan the 16, 1891
One of her daughters later
wroteon thisd She di d
7 Vitderl Hat Pk s t his. ad
Y , (/: / 1L
, Ak S

January 21, 189IMarnyVolmerl J oe Vol me r GertrudeiBallawdograph booki
Friend Gertrude, Do Weteer: Ay
May peace attend you all ) e Qi Bl P
aays X ,

And sorrow be a stranger
May heaven guide youurts "

/ @7 / /
/,// L AN Az Rl A E //// CC A gz i)

‘x T s A Y
/( //4/ A gopreies UG o LAt e
1/

Ways S Moy Al Eot Flt ol //'/ LAV Yl
. . B0 v , U /
And shield my friend fro - Arct Lbhvetor Pny L) Lt
ALY LA
danger 3 78
Your Schoolmate and friend: r g j
Mary Voolmer ‘ .}/am AL oAt TCIAE Bl J TR
Osage Mission, Kans ) Vs - S
4 ,//0,‘ Sy Lo Hrreec?z .
Jan 21, 1891 ALt

t e
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March 21, 1891Agnes Belvrites in autograph book of her sister Gertrude.

My Deabister,
Hearts good and true |
wishes few

In narrow circles bounded
And hope that lives on
God gives
Is christian hope well found
Small things are best, griel
unrest
To rank and wealth are g
But little things on little vgs
Bear little souls to hea
Your loving Sister
Agnes Bell

Osage Mission, Kans

About 1892: Bell Homestead

This photo of the Bell homestead is not dalearimy Bellwas born in October 1879. So
Is n his early teens in the photo, the picture would have been taken around 1892.
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February 5, 1893:izzie Dulingvrites in autograph book of Gertrude Bell. Lizzie was a
and friend of the Bell girls.

January 17, 1894&Rose Belwrites in autograph book of her sister Gertrude:

e

My Dear Sister

We are drifting ) ot
down |7 [ e = - ; ‘ 'J
Each one acting b Lo i e A A 2ozt iy, ;
their part _ . T .
Never showing i B i
our faces Lo T : - ]
What we carry | bt o ; . i iy
our hearts ' / e
Yours Lovingly i e

Rose May Bell : /
1/17, 1894 Al ~

KS, areahttp://prairiequeens.com/publications/Friend_Gertrude.pdf

Link to the complete autograph book of Gertrude Jarboe with mangeagieesdy St. Paul,
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- Dear Gertie,
Some Iile token aof
ard ° regard,
Dear S erli You wish from me
© claim
0 AT A - But as time
f//f}/!’& < /(/(%Z ///f/,/ﬁ}( /7/, 47“' %Wg : p/-eSS/ng ha,-d
o - will but write my
%ﬂo ,'///V% / 2007 C gtk 0 Oé{/‘/”,,‘/,- ©oname.
. . - Lizzie Duling
e e . Feb 5, 1893
J%ﬂ!g /M/Z ///%:é;' P2 Y ezl
i
Btipn o T A Doy


http://prairiequeens.com/publications/Friend_Gertrude.pdf

|

June 13, 1894 Wedding of Emory Bell and Nellie Taymans

BELL~TAYMANS,=On Wednesday,
1]!._,11_1!:1 13, Mr. J. Emory Bell, the popu-
ar young pedagogue of Mission: town-
ship, and Miss Ellen F. Taymans, the
beautiful aud accomplished daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. P, V. Taymansg, were
united in the holy bonds of. matrimaony
in ‘8t. Francls® church; Rev. Father.
Sebastian officiating, Tha church was
well filled with relatives and friends
to witness. the caramnniaﬁ Just as
‘the organ pealed forth: the wedding
march, the bridal couple marched! up
the aisle to the altar, where the nuptial
ties that made them one”for lifé, were
fastened,: After ‘the” cérémony the
bridal couple drove to the home of W,
N« Beechwood, where an. appetizing

breakfast. awajted ‘them., me there |

they proceeded to the realdenca of ‘the
bride’s parents where a few relatives
of the cnutmctin:: pa.mea had assembl-
ed to partake of the bouutiful repast
which, was prepared for their special
benefit. - Thé table fa1rl3 groaned un-
der its weight otﬂ delicious dehcacias Lo
which all present did ampla justlc& in
lightening its burden. After the tahle
was cleardd away. the afternoon was

I'spent in- amusements for both old and

yonng, such ag music, smugmg and
croquet., At about  five o'clock the
lable was ugain spmad—-thia time with
that Inxury eveiyone en]-:}jrs oI a Warm
summer evening—i ice-cream and cake.
The guests then took their depaxjtum

after wishing the-bride aud groom a
happy and prosperots yoyage over life’s

stormy sea. They recewed quite a
number of useful and ornamental pres-
ents, including a bandsome rocking
chair presented by the Hayseed eclab.

- The happy pair lelt Thursday night
for Republie, Mo., to spend their hﬂna?

't moon wlth W. B Bell and family.
P - OXE WHO WAS :rmanm ]

Emrerprise t ~.--——’ No. 1827, ‘
Johnson Avenue,

: _4&4

Art Rooms,

PARSONS, KANSAS.

-

The picture was taken aroun€ll118r 1892 of
Gertrude, Rose Bell and Nellie Taymans stand
Agnes Bell sittingn a July 4, 1952 letter written
Anna Laura BeBhe says thate / / i dig 8is
photo]was what she wore as bridesmaid
Al il ce¢s dr eMe/l Iwaesg sbrilo
had changed it a little with the black lace. H
[ Nel |l i e¢s] weddi ng dl
Teresa Smith.

ing with
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January 1893illie Bell writes in autograph book of his sister Gertrude.
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Willie Bell was the station manager drépeiblic, MO station on the Frisco railway. The
below, taken around 1898, shows his wife &attlapghter Alicenahe left and him on t

bicycle. Other people on the platform are not known. Alice was born in 1891 so the
on her estimated age of about seven in this photo.
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Photo of Gertrude Smith,i st er of aVvi | | |
Mattie, and their daughter Alice May Bétie was born
in November 1891 and Gertrude in February 1885 so
this photo is estimated to be around 1895.

The photo below is of | Wil
Republic, Missouri.atile, Gertrude Smith, Alice sitting

- on stool and Willie standing. The address for this house is
« '~ unknown and the census does not give that detail. They
.« Were living in Republic in the 1900 Federal Census but
had moved to Greenfield, MO by 1910. Willismaedt
to work for the rail road.

.+ Willie and Mattie had two sons born before Alice|but the
two sons had died young with both of them gone by 1892.
It is believed the boys were burigttafiord Cemetery
near Jasper, MO. Mattie and Willie were also buried there.
It is now out in the country and not well marked.
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Sometimdefore 1895he sister of Louise Bell, Sadynders Tay]asked to have omehe

girls come live with them in Missouri. Gertrude was the one chosen. Anna Laura writes
July 4, 1952 / remember the Bunch discussing it when Aunt Sally wrote Mother for one
girls. Gertie was elected. | know she was thererégoyeatt probably more. She and\Mau
Saundergere great friends. She came home in the fall for a visit with homefolk before he
wedding, Monday Marct/n ¢ | e § pavdGefiia & hose. Her wagdiress was dove
grey and Mr. Jarboe had built a home for them. When she came home in the fall [
wedding] she began going out with Joe. \We#rmesked her if she was engaged but she gave h
evasive answer. We knavahted to marry Gertie for old Mrs. Volmer asked her to spend a
with them but Gertie then told Joe she would be married soon. He was hurt. She did not
Papa when sh& went to Mo. Possible because he was out west [with his brother C
Idaho/Montanaj. He proposed on tfekatd and she was very happy.

F‘T"

~ | Photo about 1897 d¥laude Saundessd Gertrude Bell
~~ Maude and Gertrude were |se
William Henry Saunders bei
| mother Maa Louise Saunders Belaude was one of |the
“ bridesmaids at Gertrudecgs
. Saunders was a flower girl. Maude was about five years yc
Y| than Gertrude. Maude and Leta were the daughters of Wil
. Henry Saunders and hi®isé wife Henrietta Broughton | His
~ first wife Georgia Ann Saunders was his first cousin an
- sister of Maria Louise Saunders Bell.

e o - .. Maude later married Harry Buckman who was a groomsm:

: ; - the wedding. Other attendants were Albert Vaughin, frienc
“}3 ' > . Del, and Loretta Reid, his first cousin. Lucille Bowling,
~ daughter of his first cousin Albert ThomaBnBowas the
. other flower girl.

Photo of the home D
Jarboe had built fq
them near Lakendcgss
MO. They lived the
1897 &4 1901 and the
1910 4 1927.
Bernadette and Luci
were born here befq
they moved to ND a
then Lillian, Kathlee
and Joseplamwere bor
here when they mo
back from ND.
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February 1897Agnes Roycroftrites in autograph book of her friend Gertrude who i
ready to go back to Missouri to get married. Six yeagséaRmycroft marriekbe Volmer
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Fe.bruarv 1&897 [Neosho Countjournal, EnsaStateHistoricaSociety Roll S112
Miss Gertie Béillas gone to Shelbina, Missouri.

March 1, 1897: Gertrude Bell Marries James Adelbert Jarboe

TR

St. Paul, Kans. Feb 10, 18
My Dear Gertie,

My greatest desire Is
future happiness and sucaq
Your Loving Chum

Aggie R.

Ever remember our good 1
and the horse back ride ol
10 Feb.

S getting

97

Vyour
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imes
n the
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Gertrudeavas almost 23 and Del was 27 yeavgeokdhow from letters that her wedding dress w

dove grey.

Married, by Father Sullivan at the
Catholic church in Lakenan Monday
March 1st, Miss Gertie Bell to Mr.
Dell§ Jarbo£, Attendants Mr. Harry
Buckman, Miss Maude Satﬁdera, Mr.
All‘)ert Vaoghin ‘and Miss Loretta
Reed. TFlower girls, Misses Lucilo
Bowling and Leta Sr}"ndore.

St. Rose of Lima Catho
Church, Lakenan, MO.

$Dtember 16-. 189[Kléosho Coungpurnal, Knsa&ateHis_toricaBoc.iety Roll S172 .
J.T. Beland wife have gone to Clapper, Migsspend a few weeks at their old home.

Their youngest dateyAnna Lauravent with them. She writes in a July 4, 1952 letter about

anvhen Father, Mother and | came in the fall to visit them Gertie who was a fine cob

k ma

food cake and Damson pl um[Saundersjeautifuleheme foble
and at will Saunders and your Grandpa J
fnval i d. Dear Mi ss Amanda nflbaadswdlascbotirgdosa

houseful of company all the ti me. Mr s|.

lived there a

OCtOber 21. 1897[Neosho Coungpurnal, Knsastatel-jistoricasociety Roll S112 ) . ) )
J.T. Belland wife areome from Shelbina and other points in Missouri where they)

spending a few weeks with old fijéhes. youngest daugtAana Laurdad also gone w
them but she stayed in Missouri until the following March. She stayed witetirrdsBed
Jarboeduring the period when their first child Bernadette was born December 14.]

December 9. 189?l\ieosho Coundpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricaSociety Roll S112
Mark J. Jarba# northhwest Missouri was the aquféss unclel, T. Belyesterday. Mr. Jarboe

on his way to Texas where he expects fp baate. o f J SusannaBBellhd ngagie

had
ith

' was
ds i

John Thomas JarboeJll Jarboe was a lmotof Joseph M. Jarlbdese salames Adelbert

Jarboenarried had married Gertrude Bell March 1, 1897.]

Ja_nuary 6-_ 1898|'\|eosho Counﬂpurna[, KnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S112
Miss Loutie Belland). Karleskirate turkey 8r s . RWNewdeas.f t ¢ S

The new year dawned with a broad smile on théViAteBeechwaod t ¢ s a t
[Named EmondEwar d 4Ni ckyd Beechwood. ]
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Januarv 13- 189&\ieosho Counfpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S112

Will Smith, of St. Paul is visitidgl. Belh n d f ami | y. [ HesMoladejd pf J

Mrs. T. Bowless still on our sick list and is but little improved. [Mo@rearle’s Bowles/ha
married Rose Bell.]

W.N. Beechwodeft Friday foDuenweg\Vlo. To seek his fortune. [He and his Wifee Bell

Beechwood lived apart much of their marribdtfehat he leaves less than two weeks |after the

birth of his latest chjld.

Miss Agnes Bellisted in Erie last week, the gudét. @nd Mrsl.E. [Emory] Bell.

The following young folks from this vicinity attended Literary at Cleveland Friday evening.: M.

Laura Sevart, Mayme, Kate and Maggie CaskgutiendBell and Messrs Jim Casey,
Beechwood, F. Sevart, Chris Beogdoe Sevart

Ja!']uarv 20- -:Lsgﬁieosho Counfipurnal, EnsastateHistoricalSociety Roll S112
Misses Loutie and Nora BeiWilbern Traylow i/ s i/ t ed at Mr . Beecd

W.

h wo c

Miss Aggie Royttravas agreeably surprised last Thursday evening by a number of her friends

following were present: Misses Mary Héanam,  SevarRose, Agnes and Loutie, Bédry

VoimerandLizzie Dulingand Messrs Joe dolin Volmerioe Hermakd Beechwood, Frank

SevartWillbern Trayloand Dr. Duling.

January 27, 189ﬁieosho Coundpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S112

MissMary Volmers visiting at Gouvians this wag's
[Shewas a friend oficturéshowt =
the November 1899 weddingJake Gouviaand | =
Mary Volmér o
Mr. Jake Gouvian foun~
Sunday.

)

Miss Rose Beipent fie first of the week with ;
parents. ¢

Her man. [A Ffriend of «\‘

autograph book amsow,like
wat er down the tater |

Miss Agnes Bedl in Erie this week assisiin Bell
in his office. [As clerk of Neosho County.]

The Beechwood Mining Gave struck a rich vein | ’\\

lead abuenwefMo.] _ - TSR S

34 Dear Sister PrairieQueens.com

Vo

He
eve



MarCh 3. 1898[Neosho Counﬂpurnql, KnsastateHistO(icalSociety Roll S112 )
Mr. and Mrs. Fowler and Miss Mary Wimsatt were gifeselbainhdl family Swulay.

Mr. and Mrs. Bedhd daughtaRose and Loutiesited in Erie Tuesday, the gueiis. dell
The following were entertainadigs Agnes RoycraiidJohn McAndrefiunday eveniiiss

Loutie Belbnd Laura Sevart, and Messrs Fabian Athell, [Arckett, Joe Redinger, Joe $Seval

Neal Duling, and Joe Herman.

MarCh E_lsgs['l\leosho Counfpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S112

Anna Belfetirned home last week after a pleasant six months visit witMterkigfiedarboe
at North Fork, Mgshe had gone out there with her parents in the fall before Bernadette w

in December 1897 and stayed U
spring.]

One evening last weelNeal Duling
and sisters were coming home
church the horse gave a suddek
throwingMiss Lizzieto the grounad

The buggy ran over her but fortu
she was not badly hilizzie was
Gertrude Bel IThis
photo from 1896 showizzie Duling
andAgnes Roycrdft

JUIV %_1898[Neosho Coundpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S113

J.E. [Emory] Bedihd wife we over from Erie Sunday. Mr. Bell has made the best clerk ¢

court NeoshDountyever had, without exceptions.

JUIV 2_11_1898[Neosh0 Coundpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S113

J. E. [Emory] Beihd family of Erie addl. Belknd &mily visited witdrs. W. N. Beechwood

Sunaay.

Mr s . W. N. haBse leecameviogbrehedslast Wednesday evening and made a
get away burdd Beechwood being somewhat of an expert driver stopped the horse
had broken a shatft.

Charles Bowlasis perambulating at Bell valley Sunday evening. [Courting Rose Bell.

AUQUSt 4- ;ngf\leos_ho Counﬂ]'JurnaI,'KnseﬁateHistoricelSociety Roll S113 . .
C. [Cornelius] Dulirand sistdrizzieentertaied a crowd of their young friends Thursaay

gooa
but n

~

even

among those present were.: Master Ed Beechwood and Misses Maggie and Mary Grant, |

and Rosa Severt, Estella [Amga Belbnd Pearl Beechwood.

W.N. Beechwoaglurned t®uenwegWlo. Saturday.
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AUQUSF 25, 189&Neosho Counipurnal, KnsaStateHistoricatSociety Roll S113
The Misses Bed#intertained a number of their friends Sunday. Refreshments were s

evening aftevhich games were indulged in till a late hour. All report a good time.

Mr. and Mrs. Jarboef M/ ssour i, ar e MvandMrs.Bellg t he

September 8.- 189[8éosh9 Catly Journal, Kansas State Historical Sgciety Roll S113] ] ]
W.B. Kendricknd family of Lakenan, Mo., are visltifigiell and family. Mr. Kendrick

brother oRev. Fr. Lambemtho is at the Monastery fgfdliam Burford Kendrick was al
brother of Albert Kendrick who later married Agnes Bell.]

September 15- 189[8éosh9 Coundpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll Sl]]f:j
Jno. McAndrewur rustling cattleman, purchased some fine calves near old Jackson

[John McAndrew later martiedtie Bell.

Mrs. W. N. Beechwasdiaving her residence repainted and a fespexstdr. Wm. Smitfs
the workmafAlice Bell Beechwood having her house painted by Williavh&Gwith marri
to her fatherc¢cs sister Mollie Bell .]

OC:tOber 20. 189&Ne_osho Counﬂpurnal, KnsastateHisto[ichociety Bl S113
Will Bell,of Republic, Mo., is home on a Visit.

Joe Volmeéras a new driving horse. Joe says two horses drive better than one. How|
[MeaningAgnes Roydfowho he eventually married and who was a good friend of Ger

Februarv 16- 189$ieosho Counfpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S113 )
Chas. Bowlesis called home fribomenwegVio., on account of the death of his mother. [$

February 9, age 63.]

JU!’]G 15. 1899r'~leosho Coundpurnal, EnsasStateHistoricalSociety Roll S113
Miss Rose Béilspending a few weeks at home.

Mrs. W. N. Beechwdamd her children spent Sunday with her parents.

Misses Nora and Anna Belka Vollmer, Sarah and Rebecca Keveredput boatling ant
viewing the high water inrtiaeinity Sunaay.

JU!’]G 29. 1899Neosho Counﬂ'purnal, KpsastateHistoricalSociety Roll Sl]]_3 ) ) .
Miss Nora BelNent to Missouri last Wednesaay to visit hdliss@ertie Jarboe

Enmory Bellwife and children of Erie [KS] were visiting relatives in this vicinity Sunday)

W. N. B daireadvwoaro/gsinpaing its completion.
His obituary in 1950 statbstd He and hi s br ot her Ch githé
struck a very rich vein of ore in a prospect mine, and realized a large sum from It.
back here and bought the original Beeclonmzldad and made extensive improveme
He built the big barn stil/l on the

far

served Ir.

[/ at

S a
SO a

ville last

ed

about it
frude Bei

She died

74

'y WE
William
nts on it

m. &
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August 28, 1899 ucille Bell Jarboea s bor n t o Del and Nera
was staying with them for the birteafiéw balkyora writeg Bernadettef this time in Apr|

tr
il

6,1953:4/ was wi th your mot hellfewashamsi diea 8he was s

sweet & thouvught you were so wonderful

Septem 14- 18'99:[Neosho Coqnﬂpurn_al, #nsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll 811]3'
Mary and Johnie Beechwoods i t e d a tMr. Belisast weekg r andp ac¢ s

Charles BowlesidMiss Rosa Belf East Lincoiln were trying the good roads in this
Sunday evening. [They later married.]

Miss Mary Smythe of St. Paul was called to the bedside of her brother Will who was
home oW. N. Beechwoldt week.

Possibly 1899Emory Belbnd Gertrude JarbaoeKansas:One copy of this photo says

&

vicin,

very

it is

Emory with his son Vincent, his sister Gertrude and her daughtérthatdlecorrect, th
photo was taken in the fall of 189cille Jarbowas born in August 1899 and dig

is
d of

pneumonia when she was five months old in Janua¥int@a0 Bellvas born in February
1898. Another copy of the same photo simply says it is Emory and Gertrudét iseKamssas.

rather unlikely that Gertrude brought her tiny infant daughter to Kansas just a few m

there is no mention in the local paper of the JarboeStiBitngat this timélus, the boy

onth:

looks older than Vincent would have been in the fall o65280% possible that this photo was
taken in 1900 or 1901 or latdtr.could be as late as the spring of 1904 when Gertrude was i

Paul and had heed ght er Anna Lou at her par en
starting a new hestead near Mandan, ND
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