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Introduction 

2018 Edition Updates and Changes 
 
The initial version I completed in 2001 was primarily focused on the letters from the 1930s 
through 1960s.  Since then I have done further research and made trips to Kansas State Historical 
Society in Topeka to gather news articles from the early years of the Bell family.  This version of 
the book has been expanded to tell more of the complete story of the Bell family homesteading in 
Kansas. I have also removed a few letters and items that were not directly related to the Bell family 
in the interest of narrowing the focus.  

About the Compilation 
 
This book has evolved since 2000 when I first discovered a large packet of letters that my mother, 
Josephine Jarboe Gander, had by the siblings of her mother, Gertrude Bell Jarboe.  These letters 
have either been saved by Josephine over the years, or were saved by her sisters Bernadette Jarboe 
Kelly and Anna Lou Jarboe Jones who lived with Gertrude quite a lot during the period covered in 
this book.  Thanks to Bernadetteçs daughter Betty Lee Kelly White, these treasures have been 
preserved and made available to the family.  Other family members including a great-granddaughter 
of Mary Alice Bell Beechwood, Veronica Beechwood Curry; grand-daughters of Rose Bell Bowles, 
Rose Mary Fox and Margaret Mollick and a great-niece of Bernard Cavanaugh, Mary Greve, have 
also provided a few entries and photos. 
 
The letters they saved and the happy exchange of information between fellow family historians 
allows us, in some cases, to see both sides of the conversation.  And, what conversations!  This is not 
to say that the Bell family wrote great poetic and literary works.  What they had was a great love for 
each other, a wry humor, and a gentle chiding observation of each otherçs foibles.  They were also 
aware of the economic and political events swirling around them during and after World War II.    
 
As the letters in the collection piled up and I struggled to get them organized and scanned into a 
digital format, I began to realize what an interesting story they told.  I wanted to preserve the 
memories of the people who wrote to each other with such affectionate care.  This compilation will 
be of great interest, of course, to the direct descendants of the people who wrote the letters.  At the 
first level, the purpose of this book is to share these wonderful letters with all of the relatives of 
these people.  At the next level, this book is a compilation of first-hand accounts of life during the 
1940s and 1950s in America, particularly in California, Kansas and Missouri.  So there is a degree 
of historical merit in the details documented.  
  
It is surprising that such a large collection of letters, some over 100 years old, has survived intact 
for us to read.  This can be attributed to the very pronounced tendency of the authors to pass each 
otherçs letters along to the next sibling.  Thus, even though Gertrude Bell Jarboe wound up with the 
bulk of the letters in this compilation, we actually have letters that were written between her other 
siblings.   Another odd thing is to realize that out of roughly 150 letters included here, only a 
couple are from the main addressee of the letters, Gertrude Bell Jarboe.  This is for a few reasons.  
First, of course, she could save the letters she received more than the letters she sent.  Second, she 
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had increasing troubles with her eyesight and in her later years relied on her daughters Bernadette 
and Anna Lou to write her letters.  Third, she was, according to her daughter Josephine, a busy and 
serious woman who didnçt like to talk a lot about äthe old dayså.  We get to know Gertrude, not from 
her own writing but from the reflected comments of her siblings. 
 
This book started out as a simple compilation of letters.  It was estimated to be about 150 â 200 
pages and was just going to be a simple chronological printing of some letters between siblings.  But, 
one thing led to another, so to speak.  It wouldnçt really be feasible to present the letters in 
straightforward format without some supporting documentation, photos and commentary.  And, it 
turned out, there were a lot more letters than imagined when the project started.  It has evolved into 
almost a family scrapbook covering over one hundred years, including letters, pictures, newspaper 
articles, maps and other documents that help put the letters (remember them?) in context.  Now, the 
editorial challenge is to keep the whole book under 600 pages!  While there are plenty of 
opportunities to cut pages, each choice has a tradeoff.  Where possible, the original envelope has 
been copied, for example.  While this may seem excessive, it has several positive results.  For one 
thing, it puts the date and place of the letter on firm ground.  It can prove that your ancestor was 
living in a certain place at a certain date, for example, and the stamps were fairly interesting during 
World War II.  Also it provides some ädead spaceå below the envelope to write a little explanation of 
the context of the letter or include a photograph that achieves the same goal.  Another choice was to 
include the actual card or post card picture.  This serves no informational purpose but sets the tone 
for the style of Christmas and Birthday cards one sent in the 1940çs and 1950çs.  Indirectly, it 
conveys the personality of the sender and their relationship to the recipient.  This book will give you 
an opportunity to warm your heart and feel joy in life.  Filled with real affection, dry humor and 
first-hand accounts of historical events, reading this book is a great way to spend a few evenings 
digesting history at a human pace. 
 
Hopefully, the readers not directly 
descended from Gertrude Bell 
Jarboe will forgive the focus on her 
family.  It is centered on her family 
for the simple fact that we are 
reading from a collection of letters 
she or her daughters saved.  This is 
simply the material that was 
available.  It would be a wonderful 
result indeed if we had to issue new 
versions of this book with hundreds 
of additional pages telling the rest of 
the story.  How wonderful it would 
be to have both sides of these 
conversations!  If this first book 
inspires other family members to dig 
around in their attic and find similar 
letters, we could have a truly 
amazing family history going! 
 

July 1944.  Front row:  Bernadette Kelly, Dell and 
Gertrude Jarboe, Josephine Gander.  Second row:  Lillian 
Hagan, Kathleen Montgomery, Della Ream, Rosalie 
Carlson.  Back row:  Anna Lou Jarboe, Frances Buckman.   
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How to read this book 
 
There are a number of different approaches the reader may choose to read this book.  Of course, for 
the methodical reader, there is always the standard approach of reading the book from front to back, 
and no harm will come from it.  For those readers who have an affinity for any particular family 
member, the Table of Contents will provide a great guide to quickly find all letters written by or to 
the individual of interest.  The Index will help find all mentions of a particular person or topic.  The 
Index is worth reading an all cases because the letters cover such a wide selection of topics.  These 
people lived and wrote at an interesting time and their letters touched on so many topics from 
religion to politics to amazing new-fangled inventions like the electric water heater.  The indecisive 
reader can just randomly open the book and start reading.  It doesnçt matter what method the reader 
chooses; just so they enjoy the experience!  
 
This is a book that is very rich in details.  The Table of Contents and Index will be helpful.  
However, the reader is going to have to get good at reading script handwriting and will come to find 
that they can immediately identify the author of the letter just based on the handwriting.  The 
reader will find that it can be slow reading; of that there is no question.  In itself this can be both 
frustrating and rewarding.  So, the reader will find it somewhat challenging to read letters by Rose 
Bowles with her peculiar handwriting.  Or they may find her writing easy to read but another Bell 
sibling unreadable.  The message underlying this book is that we should äslow downå.  If we have to 
search and reflect and think, itçs a good thing!  If it makes the reader try to figure out just how they 
are related to someone else in the book, itçs a good thing!  These are not sterile, sanitized people who 
send a few texts a day and donçt save any permanent record of their existence.  These people wrote 
with pen and ink on paper meant to withstand delivery by railroad mail. 
 
This is not a book to be read once through like a light novel.  It has so much detail that even if the 
reader is a family historian, they will struggle to understand all of the decades old references to 
various trivia.  The things the authors took for granted are now outside our frame of reference.  
Their world is becoming as unintelligible to us as ours would be to them.  If they came across one of 
our texts (and theyçd be stumped right off the bat with that term) they would not recognize many of 
the issues and topics in the average letter today.  Conversely, the number of people who can really 
understand the trivial references in their letters is dwindling with each year.  One of the goals of this 
book is to provide an historical reference or archive so we donçt lose the meaning of their history. 
 
It has been my honor to work with these old photographs and letters in compiling this book.  I hope 
you enjoy reading it as much as I enjoyed creating it. 
 
Alice Bell Gander 
Monroe City, Missouri 
March 2018 
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Biographies 
 
The wealth of details contained in the letters can be overwhelming to anyone not intimately familiar 
with the lives of the people involved, and, frankly, even to someone who specializes in 
understanding this family.  The brief biographies included in this section are intended to provide 
the reader with a basic understanding of the main events in the lives of the key players and the 
people who were closest to them. 
 
Several characteristics are fundamental to the members of this family.  First, they were devoutly 
Roman Catholic and that was clearly an integral part of their everyday lives.  They fretted when they 
missed Mass during the week due to illness or when they accidentally ate meat on a forbidden day.  
They shared prayers with each other and talked about the list of names on their Communion prayer 
list.  They worked out the practical issues of getting to Mass in difficult weather or during gasoline 
rationing or when some family members worked night shifts.  The Bell siblings never divorced and 
never married in any situation that was not perfectly approved by the Church.  Masses were still said 
in Latin and it was forbidden to eat breakfast before going to Mass.  Weddings were, therefore, 
always held early in the morning and those who got hungry early always went to the earliest Mass 
possible.  And when they commented that 100 Masses were left at the funeral, they meant that 
people had äsigned upå your deceased to be mentioned specially at 100 upcoming Masses at a 
particular parish or diocese.  Bernadette Jarboe Kelly marvels at kneeling through six consecutive 
Rosaries at the funeral of her Aunt Loutie in 1952.  She says äby that time our knees were 
paralyzed and our tongues dry and I was exhausted I am not used to so much prayers.  But I did 
decide to go back to St. Paul to be buried as someone cares enough to pray for you â we do well to 
have one rosary said here at a funeral.å   
 
The sisters often went to live with another sister or sent one of their daughters to do so in order to 
help out at a time of need. Gertrude was sent to live with her motherçs sister Sally for several years. 
Anna Laura spent six months with Gertrude when her first child was born, and then Nora did the 
same when the second child was born. Agnes lived with her sister Alice when she had a new baby. 
And then Gertrude sent her daughter Frances to live with her sister Nora. 
 
Another characteristic of this family was their commitment to keeping in touch with each other 
across the miles and over the years.  They were a very close family and although some of them were 
separated physically for up to three decades they remained very close and made a concerted effort to 
keep up with each otherçs activities.  They always wanted to know and to write about the littlest 
details, whether it was their kitchen just remodeled, the hens that were sick or the activities of their 
grandchildren. 
 
These people were all hardy pioneers who battled floods, grasshoppers and all manner of plagues and 
pestilence in the pursuit of their livelihoods.  They had a kind of quiet confidence and self-reliance 
that comes from such an upbringing.  This made them ideal candidates to take up their own 
homesteads as Gertrude did in North Dakota or to strike out for the far away world of California, as 
Tommy and then Anna Laura would do before 1920.  They knew what it was to work hard and 
make their own living in the world by whatever means they had.  While they may have commented 
on the downhill behavior of the world around them, they were never afraid of the world they faced. 
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Migration to Missouri from Kentucky and Virginia 
 
Before we meet the Tom and Louise Bell family that is the focus of this book, letçs take a minute to 
understand how they happened to be in Missouri to meet and get married.  This is only a sketch and 
does not list all of the children in each family but is meant to highlight the names we will see later.  
 
Joseph B. BELL was born in Northern Ireland in 1765 and migrated with his father Robert Bell to 
Pennsylvania by 1772. Joseph Bell married Mary Helen Thompson in 1790. Their children 
included Elexious Thompson Bell born in 1804 and Robert Bell born in 1807.  Robert Bell 
married Mary Pulliam and they had Susanna Gertrude born in Scott County, KY in 1832. By 
1835 Robert Bell had moved to the Indian Creek area near Monroe City, MO, and acquired land 
under the US Congress Land Act of 1820. The next three children William, John Thomas äTomå 
and Mary C. äMollieå Bell were born in MO.  
 
Henry SAUNDERS, who was born in Virginia, also bought land under the Land Act by 1833 near 
Lakenan, MO. His wife Nancy Sanders was a grand-daughter of Elizabeth Boone Grant, sister to 
Daniel Boone.  Henry and Nancyçs children included William Addison born 1805 and Lewis Cass 
born 1815. William Addisonçs children included William Henry Saunders.  Lewis Cass married 
Susan Rebecca Gough and their children included Georgia Ann, Maria Louise (married John 
Thomas Bell), Sara Ellen äSallyå, and Ella Saunders. William Henry Saunders married his first 
cousin Georgia Ann Saunders.  After she died he married Henrietta Broughton. They had two 
daughters Maude and Leta. 
 
John Thomas JARBOE II born 1804 died in Scott County, KY, in 1856. He was descended from 
Lt. Col. John Jarboe born in Dijon France in 1619 who migrated to Virginia by 1650.  Their sons 
who later migrated to Missouri included John Thomas Jarboe III born 1826 and Joseph Martin 
Jarboe born 1831.  J.T. and Joseph M. Jarboe came to the Lakenan MO area by the early 1850s 
and married two daughters of another early MO settler Barnaby Worland, Cecelia Agnes Worland 
and Lewellen Worland.  J.T. Jarboeçs wife Cecelia Worland died in 1855 and then he married the 
daughter of Robert Bell, Susanna Gertrude Bell in 1856.  J.T. Jarboe III and Susanna Bellçs 
children included Cecelia Anne äAnnieå Jarboe (Kendrick).  Joseph M. Jarboe and Lewellen 
Worland were married in 1855. They had Josephine (Lasley), Agnes (Reid), Amanda, Eugene, and 
James Adelbert who married a daughter of Tom and Louise Saunders Bell, Gertrude Bell. 
 
Ignatius GOUGH (1784-1825) was from Kentucky and his wife was Susan Beaven (1793-
1864). Their children included James Henry (1812-1891) who had a daughter Sarah Isabella 
Gough, and his sister Susan Rebecca Gough (1818-1877). The Gough family also migrated to the 
Lakenan or Shelbina area of MO by the mid-1830s. 
 
Jerome KENDRICK (1832-1901) was from a family already in Missouri by the time he was born 
in 1832. He married the daughter of James Henry Gough, Sarah Isabella Gough and their children 
included William Burford, Albert Jerome, and two sons who became priests, Father Lambert and 
Father Stephen. William Burford Kendrick married the daughter of J.T. Jarboe III and Susanna 
Bell, Annie Jarboe.  Albert Jerome Kendrick married a daughter of Tom and Louise Saunders Bell, 
Susan Agnes äAggieå Bell. 
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John Thomas and Maria Louise Saunders Bell 
 
Tom and Louise Bell were the quintessential pioneers of the 1800çs.  They homesteaded in Osage 
Mission Kansas in 1867 and raised a total of ten children there.  Tom was born June 1, 1840 to 
Robert and Mary Pulliam Bell in northeast Missouri.  He married Mary Alice Eddings on January 

29, 1861 and they had a son William 
Robert Bell on October 14, 1862.  His 
beloved wife Alice died in June 1864 
while trying to give birth to their second 
son.  Both mother and child died on June 
27, 1864.  He married Maria Louise 
Saunders, a friend of Mary Aliceçs who 
had been the bridesmaid for their 
wedding, on September 19, 1865.  
Louise was born September 20, 1843 in 
Shelby County, Missouri.  A devout 
Roman Catholic like Tom, Louise had 
been planning to enter the convent before 
Tom asked her to marry him.  She 
abandoned her plans for the convent in 
order to make her life with Tom.   
 

They had their first child, Joseph Emory Bell a year later on September 18, 1866.  At that time, 
they were still living in Missouri.  But in the summer of 1867 they moved to Osage Mission Kansas 
where they would live for the rest of their days.  They were among the earliest settlers of the area 
and were highly respected members of their community.  Their Catholic faith was always a strong 
part of their life.  This dedication to the Catholic faith can be seen reflected in the many letters 
their children wrote to each other over the years. 

They had a total of nine children together in addition to Tomôs son William.  Louise died in the chicken 

house November 19, 1914 of a heart attack.  Her obituary contained this tribute:  äMr. and Mrs. Bell were 
pioneers in this section.  They endured all the hardships of pioneer life, but lived to see their labors 
bear fruit in many fold.   The Bell family, since the early days, has been regarded as one of the best 
and most substantial families in this section, and Mrs. Bell did her full share in acquiring that 
splendid reputation.å 

 Tom lived on the farm until 1917 when he moved in town with his daughter Louise.  He died on 
December 22, 1929 at the age of 89 ½.  His obituary included this: äT. J. [sic] Bell was one of our 
finest citizens, a God fearing gentleman, a contientious [sic] Christian, a man who made the world 
better by his living here.  He is mourned by a host of loyal friends who are indeed saddened at this 
holiday season by his passing and who extend to the bereaved relatives their deepest sympathy.å 
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William Robert Bell 
 
Upon meeting her Uncle Willie for the first time in 1950, Cecelia Bowles wrote this account:  äHe 
has a very interesting home, and of course it was my first time meeting him.  I was positively amazed 
over his ability to do things.  I believe he is the most unusual character I have ever met.  So alert, 
alive and interested in doing 
things in the latest fashion as well 
as being interested in what others 
are doing.  I shall never forget our 
lunch with them, visiting his little 
church and inspecting all of the 
fascinating gadgets about his 
lovely home.å    At the time of her 
visit with him, Willie was 88 years 
old! 
 
William Robert Bell, born 
October 14, 1862, was quite an 
amazing and energetic man right 
up to the very end of his life.  He 
died July 23, 1951 just three 
months shy of his 89th birthday 
and was active until the very end.  Willie married Martha äMattieå Smith September 12, 1887 in 
Jasper, MO.  They had two little boys who both died before the age of three.  Their last child was a 
daughter, Alice May Bell, shown here in a four-generation photo dating from about 1919.  Alice 
married Clyde Morris and they had one son, William Ewing Morris.  Willie and Mattie also kept 
Mattieçs half-sister Gertrude Smith with them much of the time.  Willieçs wife Mattie died January 
19, 1926 of pernicious anemia.  For the last fifteen years or so of his life starting about 1935, 
Willie had a housekeeper and helper named Anna Clopton.  Although Willie and Anna were not 
married and he did not refer to her as his wife, he valued her service so much that she was named in 
his will. 
 
We have the pleasure of getting to know Willie through a large number of letters he wrote to his 
many half-sisters over the years.  He was very expressive in his letters and had a great sense of 
humor.  He loved farming and never lost the fascination for growing things.  Willie prided himself 
on his hard work, claiming in a 1937 letter äI feel I might have passed away years ago only for my 
love of work, I have had it all my life, I have had R. R. [railroad] Jobs that it took two or three to fill 
my place after me.å 
 
Although he indicates in a 1949 letter that he had drifted away from the Catholic Church for a 
time earlier in his life (his wife Mattie was a Protestant), throughout the letters in this book Willie is 
quite emphatic in his religion.  It is another source of satisfaction for him and he wears his faith 
with pride and joy.  One could almost say that he has a religious zeal akin to the anti-smoking 
attitude of a former smoker, as he has become the most Catholic of all Catholics. 
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Joseph Emory Bell 
 
Although Emory was born in Missouri, on September 18, 1866, 
he moved to Osage Mission Kansas with his family before he was a 
year old.  He lived there until he died November 26, 1924. 
 
On June 13, 1894 he married Ellen Frances äNellieå Taymans.  
Nellie was a friend to his sisters and had served as bridesmaid for 
the 1891 wedding of Emoryçs sister Mary Alice Bell. 
 
The newspaper article about Emory and Nellieçs wedding began 
with the following text:  äOn Wednesday, June 13, Mr. J. Emory 
Bell, the popular young pedagogue of Mission township, and Miss 
Ellen F. Taymans, the beautiful and accomplished daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. P.V. Taymans, were united in the holy bonds of 
matrimony in St. Francis' church.å  
 
Emory and Nellie had 13 children:  Florence May, Beatrice Hazel 
(married Roy Greenwell), Vincent Valentine (married Wilma 
Miller), John Joseph, Ruth Estelle, Mercedes, Mildred Madeline, 
Frances Catherine, Anthony Alphonsus, Flavia Louise, Leonard 

Loren, Thomas Emory, Mary Avice.  After 
Emory died, Nellie lived in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico for many years until her death in 1947. 
 
Emory pursued careers as a teacher, a lawyer, a 
real estate agent, a county clerk, a homesteader, 
grain elevator operator and many other 
enterprising opportunities in his lifetime.  His 
obituary says: Emory Bell was an exceptionally 
good citizen. His active life was full of public 
spiritedness and a desire to promote the public 
good. Few men around here had more friends 
than Mr. Bell. 
 
His large family is now scattered far and wide 
across the United States.  His descendants in the 
Monroe City, Missouri area include his 
granddaughters Juanita Greenwell Yates and 
Nellie Ann Greenwell Lanham. 
 
This four-generation photo from about 1920 
shows Emory with his father and his son Vincent 
and grandson Joseph Thomas.   
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Mary Alice Bell Beechwood 
 
As if to prove the fertility of the new homestead in Neosho County 
Kansas, Mary Alice Bell was born on June 28, 1868, just nine 
months after the family settled on the land.  She was named after 
Mary Alice Eddings, her fatherçs first wife and her motherçs best 
friend. 
 
On January 7, 1891, Mary Alice Bell married William Nickolas 
Beechwood; the son of another very early settler in Neosho County 
Jacob Beechwood.  They lived on a farm east of St. Paul, Kansas 
known as Beechwood hill.  Jacob Beechwood was originally from 

the Alsace-Lorraine region of northeastern France.  His name was actually Buchholz, which is 
German for Beechwood.  William and Mary Alice Beechwood had six children:  Mary Catherine, 
Viola, John Jacob, Emory Edward äNickyå, George Eugene and Alice Magdalen. In November 
1909 they moved to Coffeyville, Kansas and that is where she died where and most of the family is 
buried.   
 
The youngest girl died in 1912 at the age of three.  The two older girls, Mary and Viola, moved to 
New York City where Mary was an author and Viola an actress.   Mary married Claude Coverdale in 
1910 but they later divorced and Mary and Viola were inseparable sisters.  In 1961 when they were 
in their late 60s they took a trip together to Europe.  Both of them were ailing at the time and Viola 
died while they were in England.  Mary died less than two months later. 
 
The three boys all pursued professions.  John Jacob was a lawyer and horse trainer.  He lived in New 
York with his sisters for about eleven years before marrying Helen Keras.  Emory Edward married 
Isabella Coyle and became a doctor in Bartlesville, OK.  He was also known as äNickyå by his 
family.  George Eugene married Mary Winifred Rapp and lived in Pennsylvania. 
 
Mary Alice Bell Beechwood died unexpectedly in March 1926 at the age of 57.  William Nickolas 
Beechwood lived until May 25, 1950. For most of their marriage they lived apart. W.N. 
Beechwood pursued his mining career in Missouri and elsewhere while Alice stayed at home. She 
writes in her letter March 29, 1920 to her sister Agnes, äYou know I always did like to be alone and 
Will loved a crowd so I guess we both have what we want.å 
 
Viola Beechwood, 
Emory Edward 
Beechwood,  
George and Mary 
Beechwood, John 
Jacob as best man.  
(Last two photos 
courtesy Veronica 
Beechwood Curry). 
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Rose May Bell Bowles 
 
Born April 29, 1870, Rose was the second of what would eventually 
be seven daughters for Tom and Louise Bell.  Rose had a sweet and 
gentle nature.  Rose was the least likely of all the Bell siblings to ever 
say anything disapproving about anyone else.  Although her eyes 
began to fail her in later years and her writing speaks of her frailties, 
she actually lived to be 97 years old!  In 1902 she married Charles 
James Bowles, a member of a neighboring family.  Although she 
didnçt marry until she was 32 years old she still had time for five 
children:  Mary Louise, Leta Gertrude, Cecelia Agnes äPegå, Thomas 
Timothy and George Charles.  Of her three girls, only Leta Gertrude 
married.  Leta and Joseph Burns married in 1930 and had seven 
children:  Joseph Lane, Rose Mary, John Thomas, Margaret Anne, 

William Robert, James Sutton and Virginia Leta Bowles. Their son George developed cancer and 
died in 1951 a few months before his 42nd birthday. 
 
Charles and Rose Bowles went to the Liberal Kansas area in 1911 and farmed near there for five 
years before moving to Stevens County in 1916.  By 1940 he retired and they lived the rest of 
their married life at 16 South Jordan Street in Liberal, Kansas.  Rose and Charles celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary in 1952.  They even had the energy to take a trip to Los Angeles that 
year to visit Roseçs sisters.  Charles Bowles lived to be nearly 84 years old, dying in 1956.  He was 
active and hardworking into his 80çs.  
 
This book contains letters from all three daughters of Charles and Rose Bell Bowles:  Mary Louise, 
Leta Gertrude and Cecelia Agnes äPegå. 
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Susan Agnes Bell Kendrick 
 
February 19, 1872 brought the third daughter to Tom and 
Louise Bell.  Agnes grew up on the Bell homestead in Kansas and 
stayed there for some period of time but she eventually wound up 
in the Monroe City and Shelbina area of Missouri where her sister 
Gertrude was living.  At the age of 32 she married Albert Jerome 
Kendrick (May 18, 1867 â September 8, 1940).  Albertçs first 

wife Angie Elliott had died in 1902 
of Tuberculosis.  Albert and Angie 
did not have any children.   
 
Albert and Agnes lived on a farm near 
Shelbina and had seven children:  
John Jerome, Mary Alice, Modesta 
Angeline, Joseph Lambert, William Henry äHarryå, Ruth Isabel and 
Stephen Albert.  Her three youngest, Harry, Isabel and Steve, all wound 
up in California and she lived with some of them until her death 
January 4, 1964 in Los Angeles.  She and Albert are buried at St. 
Maryçs Cemetery, Shelbina, Missouri.  Albertçs first wife Angie is buried 
with them. 
 
The photograph below was taken in 1930 at the home of Agnes and 
Albert Kendrick near Shelbina Missouri.  Couples, left to right:  Charles 
and Rose Bowles, Albert and Agnes Kendrick, Dell and Gertrude 
Jarboe. 
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Gertrude Lee Bell Jarboe 
 
Gertrude was born April 23, 1874 in the year that would long be 
remembered for the great plague of grasshoppers that swept across the 
plains.  She grew up on the Bell homestead until she was about 18, 
when she was sent to Lakenan, Missouri to live with her motherçs sister 
Sarah Saunders Taylor.  Sid and Sally Taylor did not have any children 
and it seems that Sally asked her sister Louise if she couldnçt have one 
of her daughters, since she had so many!  So, the young Gertrude had to 
leave her home and many friends in St. Paul and go live with an old 
aunt and uncle in Lakenan.  She most likely had been to Lakenan at 
least once before because both of her parents were from the area and 
they must have gone back to visit.  But it was still quite a change for the 
young girl.  She moved to Missouri about 1892, maybe later.  She met 

her future husband in Missouri while staying with her Aunt Sally. 
 
Gertrude married James Adelbert Jarboe on March 1, 1897.  Dell Jarboe was from a family that 
had homesteaded in Monroe County Missouri in the 1830s.  Dell and Gertrude had nine children, 
all girls:  Bernadette, Lucille (died at five 
months), Frances, Anna Lou, Rosalie, Della, 
Lillian, Kathleen, and Josephine.  Bernadette 
and Lucille were born in Missouri. In 1901, 
the young family moved to North Dakota to 
homestead.  They lived in Hope ND first 
where Frances was born and then settled and 
proved out a claim near Mandan ND.  Anna 
Lou was born in St. Paul, Kansas while 
Gertrude was visiting her parents.  Rosalie and 
Della were born on the homestead in North 
Dakota.  In 1910, the family moved back to 
their home south of Lakenan, Missouri, where 
the äthree little oneså Lillian, Kathleen and 
Josephine were born. 
 
Her youngest sister Anna Laura wrote in a 
letter July 4, 1952: äI remember very little of 
your mother. She was gay and sweet and always 
wanted to be amicable. The Bell girls were a 
very plain bunch and she was smallest and best 
looking. Papa who was blue eyed, white skin & 
black hair said she was most like his 
Pennsylvania Dutch Mother, whose name was 
Pulliam.å 
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Louise Catherine Bell McAndrew Volmer 
 
Loutie, as she was always called, had more than her share of hard 
luck during her life after she was born February 23, 1877.  She 
dated John McAndrew for more than five years before they 
married in October 26, 1910.  They had one daughter Gertrude 
on June 25, 1913, but John died March 16, 1918 at the age of 
49 of skin cancer.  John McAndrew was one of six children 
orphaned when their parents both died in one week.   The 
Roycroft family raised John and his brother Patrick, as if they 
were their own children.  His adopted family included Agnes 
Roycroft.  John and Agnes hosted parties together as siblings in 
their teens and early twenties.   
 
Loutie was the only one of the Bell siblings to remain around St. 
Paul, Kansas.  She had taken in her father Tom Bell in 1917; 
three years after her mother died and when Tom could no longer 
live alone on the farm.  She managed the maintenance of the 
farm and kept it rented out until 1941. 
 
On October 26, 1937, at the age of 60, she married Joe Volmer.  Loutieçs sister Gertrude had 
fancied Joe Volmer as her boyfriend way back in 1891 but many years had passed since then.  Joe 
had grown up on the farm adjoining the Bell homestead to the North.  Joe had married Agnes 
Roycroft in 1903 and they had three daughters, Ruth [Munding], Olive [Casey] and Ethel [Grillot].  
Agnes had also died in 1918 of pernicious anemia and Joe had raised the three girls.   One of his 

daughters and her husband, Ray and Ethel Volmer 
Grillot, bought the Bell homestead when Loutie sold it in 
1941.  The Grillots kept the farm until 1963. 
 
Loutieçs daughter Gertrude McAndrew was diagnosed with 
tuberculosis in 1941.  Although she eventually recovered, 
it was a source of great worry for a decade.  And Joe 
Volmer, who was already 63 when she married him, was 
not well.  He died on March 15, 1942, leaving her a 
widow for the second time.   
 
Loutie continued to live in St. Paul until her death in 
1952.  She liked to play bridge and was active in the local 
church activities but otherwise seemed to live a fairly quiet 
life.  
 
The picture here shows Gertrude McAndrew with her 
mother Loutie about 1918 or 1919.  This could have 
been about the time that John McAndrew died. 
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Thomas LeFevre Bell 
 

When Tom Bell was born October 29, 1879, his nearest brother 
Emory was already thirteen years old and his half-brother Willie 
was seventeen.  So Tommy Bell grew up surrounded by his seven 
sisters.   
 
Tommy went to California as a young man before 1900.  Initially 
he worked as a farm laborer in Fresno. In 1909 he married Mary 
Virginia Fisher and they had two sons, Emmett and Lloyd. They 
lived in Fresno at first where he worked for the government and 
she was running a boarding house. By 1912 they were in Oakland 
where he was listed as an Internal Revenue Clerk. He lived in 
Oakland at the time his mother died in 1914 and was not able to 
get home for the funeral.  His 1918 Draft Registration lists his 
occupation as a barber and in 1920 census he is listed as a 
government storekeeper.  By 1919, his youngest sister Anna 
Laura Bell would join him in the San Francisco area. He remained 

in the Oakland and Berkeley CA area with his occupation listed as barber on census and voter lists 
until at least 1938.  In May 1941 he went to Camp San Luis Obispo as a barber for the expanding 
Army Training Center and completed a 1942 Draft Registration in San Luis Obispo.  
 
Little else is known about his life during the period of the late 
1930s and early 1940s.  Tommy Bell died in 1943 at the 
age of 63.  His passing is enigmatic; as the reader will see 
from the notes his sister wrote and copied at the time.  He 
seems to have had some sort of nervous breakdown and 
refused to tell the hospital anything about himself in the weeks 
before he died. He was buried in San Luis Obispo where some 
of his wifeçs family was buried.  

There are no letters in 
this collection from him 
and his siblings very 
rarely mention his name. 
Nevertheless, his widow 
and sons remained in 
contact with some of the 
family after his death. 
 
His son Lloyd became a Doctor and his wife Mary lived in 
California after he died.   
 
These 1921 photographs show Tom and Mary Bell with their 
sons Emmett and Lloyd. 
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Ellen Nora Caroline Bell Cavanaugh 
 

Nora was a sweet natured woman born September 25, 1881.  She 
married Bernard Francis Cavanaugh in 1906.  He was the son of another 
early homesteader, John Joseph Cavanaugh.  John Cavanaugh was born in 
Ireland and migrated to Kansas in 1869. 
 
Bernard and Nora never had any children.  They lived in Idaho, then San 
Francisco for a while and finally in Los Angeles.  Bernard died in 1944 
and Nora lived with her 
sister Agnes most of the 
time until she died in 
1956.  She missed her 

beloved Bernard terribly but kept herself busy with 
volunteer work for the Red Cross and other 
charities.  Nora considered her husband Bernard to 
be among the sweetest, kindest humans who ever 
lived.  A few months before she died, she had a 
vision of Bernard coming to see her.  She writes in 
January 1956, äI donçt worry.  I know Bernard will 
always take care of me.  He visited me here just 
before Christmas, came up the steps, so I know he is 
looking after me.  Annie says I am crazy but I like to 
be crazy if I can see Bernard.å 
 
Bernardçs great-niece Mary Greve provides this 
photo of the John Cavanaugh family.  Bernard is the 
youngest boy in the photograph.  He has almost the 

same expression on 
his face in a 1941 photograph with Nora in Los Angeles. 
 
Nora was particularly close to her baby sister Anna Laura äAnnieå 
and wanted Annie to move to Los Angeles to be with her.  Annie 
held out, preferring her life alone in San Francisco but finally 
moving down to Los Angeles late in 1955. 
 
When Annie finally did come down to Los Angeles, she had a 
stroke after a few months and died in May 1956.  This was so 
unexpected that Annie was buried in the grave next to Bernard.  
When Nora herself died in November that year, she was buried on 
top of Annie.  Sadly, no one ever even put the date of death on 
Noraçs tombstone.  And no marker was ever established for Annie.  
These two childless women would be lost to history if we didnçt 
have the photos and letters saved by their nieces.  
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Anna Laura Bell 
 

Anna Laura Bell was born January 31, 1884, the last of Tom and 
Louise Bellçs children.  This independent young woman left her home 
at the age of 19 and moved first to Kansas City for fifteen years and 
then to San Francisco in 1919 for most of the rest of her life.  She 
spent the last few months of her life in Los Angeles living with her 
sisters Aggie and Nora.  Her sisters always knew her as Annie or 
Anna but she often wrote her own name as simply Laura Bell. 
 
Anna Laura was a self-reliant woman who earned her living in a 
variety of ways.  She worked as a äjanitoresså living in boarding houses 
and providing housekeeping services.  She also sewed and made items 
for sale.  She seems to have worked hard and made a decent living for 
herself, but most of all she seemed to relish her independence and 
never married.   
 

Annie tended to write about money, possessions and about her fluctuating weight.  Willie writes in a 
1937 letter to Josephine Jarboe that äour Sister Anna in Calif wrote it took a 43 or 44 inch belt to 
circumference her, so we can easily estimate she has had plenty to eat.å  Annie often writes about the 
cost of various items and is quick to share her opinion of how other people are spending their money 
foolishly.  Thanks to her obsession with the cost of things, we have many first-hand accounts about 
the cost of living in the 1940çs and 1950çs.   Although her sisters thought she was doing quite well 
financially, Annie herself writes as if she is always pinching pennies.  She was most likely a person 
who held her money tightly and had more than she would acknowledge. 
 
She writes at times with a notable degree of annoyance and sarcasm although her sisters were equally 
capable of stating their own quibbles.  It is quite amusing to read the letters written by each sister 
telling their various opinions about the actions of the other sisters.  She was closest to her sister 
Nora and seemed to have the most biting criticism for her sister Agnes, who was twelve years older, 
and for äthe Kendrickså in general. 
 
She was close to her niece 
Bernadette Jarboe, having 
been with Gertrude at the 
time of Bernadetteçs birth. 
 
This 1938 photograph of 
Anna Laura Bell in San 
Francisco shows her at the 
age of 54.  She seems 
quite confident and in 
control of her world.  
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1861 ï 1899 The Bell Family Begins  

A Tragic Start 
 
John Thomas Bell was the son of Robert Bell (1807-1875) and Mary Pulliam (1806-1864). He 
had an older sister Susanna Gertrude Bell who married John Thomas Jarboe III. His brother 
William Bell was said to have joined Quantrillçs Raiders and was never heard from again.  He had a 
younger sister Mollie Bell who married William Smith. John Thomas Bellçs grandfather Joseph B. 
Bell had come from Ireland as a young boy around 1772.  They lived in Kentucky and then 
migrated to northeast Missouri before John Thomas was born on June 1, 1840. 
 
According to family folklore, John Thomas Bell first saw Alice Eddings when she was 16 and he 
was 19. He said, äThatçs the girl Içm going to marryå. They did get married January 29, 1861 in 
Monroe County, MO.  She was 17 and he was 20 at the time of the wedding. They had their first 
child, William Robert Bell on October 14, 1862 in Old Clinton, MO.   
 
Sadly, when the second son came along, both the mother and child died in childbirth on June 27, 
1864. The obituary for Alice Eddings Bell is very poignant and touching.   
 
She is buried in St. Peters Cemetery, North Fork near Lakenan, MO.   
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After her death, John Thomas Bell knew he needed a mother for his young son Willie.  Maria 
Louise Saunders was a close friend of Mary Alice Eddings and is said to have been the bridesmaid at 
their wedding.  She was considering joining the convent.  But when asked to marry her friendçs 
widower, she agreed. They were married September 19, 1865.  They lived in the Lakenan area for a 
while and their first child, Joseph Emory Bell was born there a year later, September 18, 1866. 
 
Louise Saunders Bell was born September 20, 1843 in Missouri. Her parents were Lewis Cass 
Saunders and Susan Rebecca Gough. 
 

Obituary 
Died, in Shelby county, on the 27th nitime, Mrs. Mary Alice Bell, wife of John T. Bell, in 
the 21st year of her age. Her sickness was violent from the first, and soon developed fatal 
symptoms, from which the best attention could not alleviate. In a few days those who 
loved her best were gathered around her grave to witness the sad rites of a Christian 
burial. From which we turn with a sorrowing heart to view the past. It is at this moment 
we view the closing scenes of this life â it is at this moment we realize the hour of parting 
â it is at this moment we feel the great blank left us by death! Ah! That blank is now 
seriously felt, but we have a hope beyond the grave. Yes, friends, Allie has left us, and 
gently yielded her soul to the God that gave it. This has passed from time into eternal 
life, one who in the full bloom of womanhood feared not to bid a Christiançs farewell to 
this world; but entered with a full hope of a life immortal in the next. She left a kind 
husband, one child, disconsolate parents and numerous friends, to weep over her early 
demise. She was in life an obedient daughter, an affectionate wife and indulgent mother, 
and beloved by all that knew her. In our hearts we mourn our departed friend; but why 
should we weep when we believe that she has gone to receive the promised reward offered 
by the Saviour of mankind: äCome ye blessed of my Father, possess the kingdom 
prepared for you.å Yes, she has only gone to receive that crown her Christian virtues so 
justly merits. For she can smile upon earth and in triumph proclaim â  
Oh, heartless storm, I smile on thee, Thus beating on my withered breast 
To death I meekly bend my knee. For I am now by heavençs jewelçs dressçd. 
And yet, dearest sister; from those splendors there, Wilt thou not sometimes lean, 
And for us waft some Eden air, On earthçs dark lonely scene 
And wilt thou not when we must wing Away from timeçs sad Isle, 
Meet us with a kind ministering A sweet and tender smile? 
And on thy struggling brothers here, Send such sweet influence down, 
That we can surely see thy sphere, And bless thy fadeless crown. 
That we may bravely meet each peal Of lifeçs war on this sod, 
And æmid the deepest agony, Feel that trust in God. 
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A New Beginning in Kansas 
 
In 1867 the young Bell family headed to Southeast Kansas for a new start.  It is not known what 
exactly caused them to make this choice but, according to homestead papers, he bought a claim in 
August 1867 and moved the family there in October 1867.  The place they moved to was 
originally called Osage Mission and later became St. Paul. It is in Neosho County and the Neosho 
River is not far from the homestead he took up. The homestead he took up was an abandoned claim 
that someone else had started. The land they settled on was part of the Canville Treaty of 1865 
with the Osage Indians.  Link to John Thomas Bellçs Homestead papers: 
http://prairiequeens.com/images/Documents/JT_Bell_Homestead.htm  
 
Family stories say that when they were moving from Lakenan MO to Kansas, the young Willie Bell 
dropped the silverware out of the back of the wagon one by one so he could find his way back home. 
He would have been five years old at the time. 
 
We donçt know which happened first but J.T. Bellçs sister Mollie married a William Smith and they 
also lived in St. Paul, Kansas. 
 
About nine months after they moved to Kansas, they had their first daughter on June 28, 1868.  
They named her Mary Alice Bell in honor of his first wife Mary Alice Eddings.  
 
So began a long effort to establish their homestead and make a new life. 
 
Here is an undated photo of the Bell homestead. Most likely about 1870. 

http://prairiequeens.com/images/Documents/JT_Bell_Homestead.htm
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Plat Book for St. Paul, Kansas 

 

 
This plat book from about 1905 shows the location of many of the places important to the Bell 
family in St. Paul, Kansas.  1) the OçDell school, 2) the Volmer family homestead, 3)  the Bell 
family homestead, 4) the Lizzie Duling family home, girlhood friend of Gertrude Bell, 5) the 
original Beechwood homestead, later owned by William N and Mary Alice Bell Beechwood, 6)  St. 
Francis Catholic church, 7)  the section in which the Roycrofts had originally lived, 8) the 
homestead of Timothy Bowles where Charles Bowles was raised. 
 
Note the winding Neosho River in the map.  There were many terrible floods over the years, 
especially in July 1885 and June 1904.  Eventually most of the land across the road from the Tom 
Bell homestead was turned into the Neosho Wildlife Area under the Kansas Department of Wildlife 
and Parks.  Sections 19, 20, 29, 30 and 32 are part of this area.   
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The Bell Family Grows 
 
As the family made a living on their homestead they continued to add more children.   
Rose May Bell was born April 29, 1870,  
Susan Agnes äAggieå Bell  was born February 19, 1872, and  
Gertrude Lee Bell  was born April 23, 1874.  
 
We can get a good sense of their daily lives and the concerns they had from various articles and 
news in their local paper. 
 
August 12, 1874: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll O165]  
The devastation in north-western Kansas. I have been out nearly two weeks of this very warm and 
dry weather, which has been exceedingly unpleasant. For the first few days all conversation and 
comment were directed to the drouth, now everything is GRASSHOPPER. A few days ago a 
perfect cloud of these pests came in the shape of foraging parties and took without requisition, nor 
left vouchers for indemnity. All middle men have been disposed of as they gathered for themselves. 
Whole fields of corn have been stripped in a few hours, leaving the heavy part of the stalk standing 
shorn of their valuables, as clean as could be done with a knife; and not one field has escaped them 
from a few miles east of Frankfort to as far west as we can hear from. Their course appears to be 
from north-west to south-east. If they should keep their present course, the farmers round Kansas 
City will receive a visit from them and when the advance guard comes, let them prepare to see every 
stalk of corn and their fruit trees stripped.  
 
We donçt know if the plague of grasshoppers made it as far south as the Bell homestead but they 
were certainly on guard. Two weeks later another article appeared about the grasshoppers being near 
Olathe south of Kansas City. At least they kept a sense of humor about impending doom. 
 
August 26, 1874: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll O165] 

GRASSHOPPERS, Glenwood, Kansas, August 24, 1874. Ed Journal: Weçve got æem bad; yes they 
came this way Saturday morning and we havençt any idea how long they mean to stay with us either. 
A delegation of boys met them half way, and walloped them with clubs, but it was no go, they only 
grinned and hopped along. Your humble servant got one wedged between two houses and ran him 
through with a crow-bar, but that was not enough, I got upon a beer keg and lifted up my voice unto 
the multitude saying : äRoll on, thou dark infernal horde; Long legged imps of Hades, Best fed at 
Satançs board, Roll on, and let our turnip patches alone.å But they donçt seem to roll worth a cent.  
 
It is a well-known fact that the very elements, and even the chinch bugs themselves conspire against 
anything farmers cultivate in this country, and of course it stands to human reason that the surest 
way to get rid of grasshoppers, is to cultivate them as a vegetable. Therefore, as I have been 
appointed a committee of three to draft a set of resolutions on this subject, I respectfully submit the 
following: 
WHEREAS, We have reason to believe that these infernal insects mean business; and 
WHEREAS, We are of the unanimous opinion that if we sow a crop of them the chinch bugs will 
worry and muss over them, the winds will tear æem up the roots, and that the clouds will drop water 
spouts and great chunks of lightning on them; therefore be it 
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RESOLVED, That time is money, and that we plant them in furrows from three to five feet deep, 
with a layer of railroad ties on each furrow to insure quick growth. 
RESOLVED, That a premium of $2 50 and the Kansas Farmer be given at the next fair for the 
best half bushel of grasshoppers not over two years of age.  In accordance with the bylaws and 
constitution I have hereunto caused my great seal to be prefixed or words to that effect. 
 
Another topic of interest in 1874 was the resolution of a lawsuit over the rights and ownership of 
the homestead lands in Osage Mission.  The railroad companies had tried to have claims over the 
land that the homesteaders had settled. 
 
August 26, 1874: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll O165] 

GREAT VICTORY GAINED! The Osage Ceded Land Case Decided in Favor of the Settlers. 
Thirty Thousand People Happy.  
The great case of the Settlers against the Railroads for the title to and possession of the Osage 
Ceded Lands known in the courts as äThe United States of America vs. the Missouri, Kansas and 
Texas railway companyå and the same against the äLeavenworth, Lawrence and Galveston railroad 
companyå Ülast week has been decided by the Circuit Court in favor of the people and adverse to 
those companies.  
Thousands upon thousands of industrious and hardy pioneers who have settled upon and improved 
these lands are thus made happy in the assurance that law and equity, as well as the Divine justice of 
God, are on their side and that the great battle which they have so unflinchingly waged and, through 
them, the toiling representing labor against a giant wrong, has at length ended in an overthrow of 
the hard and utterly selfish corporations which sought to crush and dispossess them of these homes 
where centered all that is dear to human sentiment. 
 
Louise Catherine äLoutieå Bell was born February 23, 1877,  
Thomas LeFevre Bell was born October 29, 1879,  
Ellen äNoraå Caroline Bell  was born September 25, 1881 and finally  
Anna Laura Bell  was born January 31, 1884. 
 
July 9, 1885: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll O169]  
The Flood. The Neosho River has probably never celebrated the glorious Fourth of July or in fact 
any other national holiday with more damaging effect than the past fourth. The rain commenced 
falling last Wednesday evening, and scarcely ceased until the following day at eleven oçclock. The 
waters commenced coming up from Thursday afternoon until Sunday noon, when the river was 
higher than it has been for many years, many of the oldest settlers believing to have been higher at 
that time than ever before known. 
The loss to farmers and people living in the Neosho Valley is almost beyond computation. Much of 
the wheat crop, which was good in the valley, was still standing out when the flood come and took it 
away.  All the corn on the bottom lands will be entirely destroyed. The people living in the low 
bottoms were all driven from their homes. 
 
During the high water last Wednesday one of our citizens refused to let another citizen have his 
boat to go down the river bottom to rescue his brother and family. We think that mançs soul is about 
the size of a chigger. Erie Journal 
There is considerable difference of opinion as to the depth of the recent rainfall that put the Neosho 
three feet above high water mark. Some say eight inches and other say as high as fifteen inches. But 
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Alva Clark says one of his neighbors claims that he left an ordinary half-gallon jug out the night of 
the heavy rain and it was rained full. 
 
Willie Bell recalled this flood in a letter to Gertrude Jarboe dated October 18, 1941: äLout said the 
Old Neosho River had been out of its banks 4 times this summer, it almost makes me wish I was at 
home like it was in 1885. Emory and I had the time of our lives swimming and almost lived in the 
water for 10 days in July 1885, but it was hard luck for Father. Remember the Stock he lost.å  
 
September 15, 1887: Willie Bell married Martha Frances Smith in Jasper, MO.  He worked for the 
railroad in Republic Missouri. 
 
May 15, 1890: [Osage Mission Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll O170] 

Peter Taymans, after spending the winter with his family, left for Colorado Tuesday. He will be 
absent until mid-winter. [He is the father of Nellie Taymans who married Emory Bell.]  
 
July 6, 1890: Nellie Taymans writes in Gertrude Bellçs Autograph Book:   
 
May the morn of thy life be joyous, and happy. The noontide Bright and peaceful, and the Sunset 
gloriously hopeful, Is the wish of your friend, Nellie Taymans. Osage Mission Kans. 
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December 21, 1990: Teresa Smith writes in her first cousin Gertrude Bellçs autograph book: 
 
My Dear Cousin,  
We may write our names in Albums  
We may trace them in the sand  
We may chisel them in marble  
With a firm and skilful hand  
But the pages are soon tarnished  
Soon each page will fade away  
Every monument will crumble  
As all earthly hopes decay  
But dear Gertie there is an Album  
Full of leaves of snowy white  
Where no names are ever tarnished  
But forever pure and bright  
In the book of life Godçs Album  
May your name be wrote with care  
And may all who herewith write  
Have their names recorded there.  
Is the wish of your cousin    Teresa  
 
 

 
Teresa Smith was the daughter of Tom Bellçs sister Mollie and William Smith. They lived in St. 
Paul, KS, also. These undated photos show Mollie Bell Smith and her husband Will Smith. 
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January 7, 1891: Wedding of Alice Bell and William N. Beechwood 
 [Osage Mission Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll O163] 

Married: Wednesday morning Jan. 7th, 1891 at 8 oçclock at St. Francis Church in this city, the 
ceremony was performed that united Mr. Wm. Beechwood  and Miss Alice Bell  in the holy bonds 
of matrimony.  Mr. Beechwood is an enterprising young farmer east of the city and the bride is the 
daughter of J.T. Bell. The young couple go forth on the voyage of life with the well wishes and 
congratulations of their many friends and the Journal for a long and happy life. 
According to her sisters, Aliceçs wedding dress was brown silk taffeta. 
 
January 16, 1891: Joe Volmer writes in the autograph book of his neighbor Gertrude Bell.  
 
 

Friend Gertrude,  
 
May you be happy each day 
of your life.  
Get a good husband and 
make a good wife.  
Osage Mission Kans.  
J A Volmer 
Jan the 16, 1891 
 
One of her daughters later 
wrote on this äShe did all of 
this.å 
 
 
 

 
January 21, 1891:  Mary Volmer (Joe Volmerçs sister) writes in Gertrude Bell autograph book. 
 
 
Friend Gertrude, 
May peace attend you all your 
days  
And sorrow be a stranger 
May heaven guide your future 
ways  
And shield my friend from 
danger 
Your Schoolmate and friend 
Mary Volmer  
Osage Mission, Kans 
Jan 21, 1891   
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March 21, 1891: Agnes Bell  writes in autograph book of her sister Gertrude.  
 

My Dear Sister,   
Hearts good and true have 
wishes few    
In narrow circles bounded   
And hope that lives on what 
God gives    
Is christian hope well founded   
Small things are best, grief and 
unrest    
To rank and wealth are given  
But little things on little wings    
Bear little souls to heaven     
Your loving Sister       
Agnes Bell  
Osage Mission, Kans  

 
 
About 1892: Bell Homestead 
 
This photo of the Bell homestead is not dated but Tommy Bell  was born in October 1879. So if he 
is in his early teens in the photo, the picture would have been taken around 1892. 
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February 5, 1893: Lizzie Duling writes in autograph book of Gertrude Bell. Lizzie was a neighbor 
and friend of the Bell girls. 
 

Dear Gertie, 
Some little token of 
regard, 
You wish from me to 
claim 
But as time is 
pressing hard 
I will but write my 
name. 
Lizzie Duling 
Feb 5, 1893 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
January 17, 1894: Rose Bell  writes in autograph book of her sister Gertrude:   
 
My Dear Sister   
 
We are drifting 
down lifeçs current 
Each one acting but 
their part   
Never showing in 
our faces   
What we carry in 
our hearts     
Yours Lovingly  
Rose May Bell  
1/17, 1894  
 
 
 
 
 
  
Link to the complete autograph book of Gertrude Jarboe with many entries by people from St. Paul, 
KS, area.  http://prairiequeens.com/publications/Friend_Gertrude.pdf 

http://prairiequeens.com/publications/Friend_Gertrude.pdf
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June 13, 1894 Wedding of Emory Bell and Nellie Taymans 
 

 
The picture was taken around 1891 or 1892 of 
Gertrude, Rose Bell and Nellie Taymans standing with 
Agnes Bell sitting.  In a July 4, 1952 letter written by 
Anna Laura Bell she says that Nellieçs dress [in this 
photo] was what she wore as bridesmaid to Alice. 
Aliceçs dress was brown silk. Nellieçs brown poplin. She 
had changed it a little with the black lace. Her own 
[Nellieçs] wedding dress was white made by Cousin 
Teresa Smith.  
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January 1895: Willie Bell writes in autograph book of his sister Gertrude. 

 
Willie Bell  was the station manager of the Republic, MO station on the Frisco railway.  The picture 
below, taken around 1898, shows his wife Mattie, and daughter Alice on the left and him on the 
bicycle.  Other people on the platform are not known. Alice was born in 1891 so the date is based 
on her estimated age of about seven in this photo. 
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Photo of Gertrude Smith, sister of Willie Bellçs wife 
Mattie, and their daughter Alice May Bell.   Alice was born 
in November 1891 and Gertrude in February 1885 so 
this photo is estimated to be around 1895. 
 
The photo below is of Willie and Mattie Bellçs house in 
Republic, Missouri.  Mattie, Gertrude Smith, Alice sitting 
on stool and Willie standing. The address for this house is 
unknown and the census does not give that detail. They 
were living in Republic in the 1900 Federal Census but 
had moved to Greenfield, MO by 1910.  Willie continued 
to work for the rail road.  
 
Willie and Mattie had two sons born before Alice but the 
two sons had died young with both of them gone by 1892.  
It is believed the boys were buried in Strafford Cemetery 
near Jasper, MO. Mattie and Willie were also buried there.  
It is now out in the country and not well marked.  
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Sometime before 1895 the sister of Louise Bell, Sally Saunders Taylor, asked to have one of the 
girls come live with them in Missouri.  Gertrude was the one chosen.  Anna Laura writes in a letter 
July 4, 1952: I remember the Bunch discussing it when Aunt Sally wrote Mother for one of the 
girls. Gertie was elected. I know she was there two or three years probably more. She and Maude 
Saunders were great friends. She came home in the fall for a visit with homefolk before her spring 
wedding, Monday March 1. ÜUncle Sid Taylor, gave Gertie a horse. Her wedding dress was dove 
grey and Mr. Jarboe had built a home for them. When she came home in the fall [before the 
wedding] she began going out with Joe Volmer,. He asked her if she was engaged but she gave him an 
evasive answer. We knew he wanted to marry Gertie for old Mrs. Volmer asked her to spend a night 
with them but Gertie then told Joe she would be married soon. He was hurt. She did not meet your 
Papa when she 1st went to Mo. Possible because he was out west [with his brother Gene in 
Idaho/Montana]. He proposed on their 3rd date and she was very happy. 

 
Photo about 1897 of Maude Saunders and Gertrude Bell.  
Maude and Gertrude were second cousins with Maudeçs father 
William Henry Saunders being the first cousin of Gertrudeçs 
mother Maria Louise Saunders Bell. Maude was one of the 
bridesmaids at Gertrudeçs wedding and her little sister Leta 
Saunders was a flower girl. Maude was about five years younger 
than Gertrude. Maude and Leta were the daughters of William 
Henry Saunders and his second wife Henrietta Broughton. His 
first wife Georgia Ann Saunders was his first cousin and a 
sister of Maria Louise Saunders Bell. 
 
Maude later married Harry Buckman who was a groomsman at 
the wedding. Other attendants were Albert Vaughin, friend of 
Del, and Loretta Reid, his first cousin. Lucille Bowling, a 
daughter of his first cousin Albert Thomas Bowling was the 
other flower girl.   
 
 

 
Photo of the home Del 
Jarboe had built for 
them near Lakenan 
MO. They lived there 
1897 â 1901 and then 
1910 â 1927. 
 Bernadette and Lucille 
were born here before 
they moved to ND and 
then Lillian, Kathleen 
and Josephine were born 
here when they moved 
back from ND.  
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February 1897: Agnes Roycroft writes in autograph book of her friend Gertrude who is getting 
ready to go back to Missouri to get married. Six years later, Agnes Roycroft married Joe Volmer. 

 
 
St. Paul, Kans. Feb 10, 1897 
My Dear Gertie, 
My greatest desire is your 
future happiness and success. 
Your Loving Chum 
Aggie R. 
Ever remember our good times 
and the horse back ride on the 
10 Feb. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
February 18, 1897: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S112] 

Miss Gertie Bell has gone to Shelbina, Missouri.  

March 1, 1897: Gertrude Bell Marries James Adelbert Jarboe 
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Gertrude was almost 23 and Del was 27 years old. We know from letters that her wedding dress was 
dove grey. 
 

 
 
St. Rose of Lima Catholic 
Church, Lakenan, MO. 
 
 
 
 
September 16, 1897: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S112] 
J.T. Bell and wife have gone to Clapper, Missouri to spend a few weeks at their old home.  
Their youngest daughter Anna Laura went with them. She writes in a July 4, 1952 letter about it: 
äWhen Father, Mother and I came in the fall to visit them Gertie who was a fine cook made Angel 
food cake and Damson plum preserves. We 3 visited Aunt Sallyçs [Saunders] beautiful home too 
and at Will Saunders and your Grandpa Jarboeçs. I remember them all well. Mrs. Jarboe was an 
invalid. Dear Miss Amanda [Del Jarboeçs sister] waited on her hand and foot as well as cooking for a 
houseful of company all the time. Mrs. Reid [Del Jarboeçs other sister Agnes], Loretta and Roland 
lived there.å  
 
October 21, 1897: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S112] 

J.T. Bell and wife are home from Shelbina and other points in Missouri where they had been 
spending a few weeks with old friends. [Their youngest daughter Anna Laura had also gone with 
them but she stayed in Missouri until the following March. She stayed with her sister Gertrude Bell 
Jarboe during the period when their first child Bernadette was born December 14.] 
 
December 9, 1897:  [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S112] 
Mark J. Jarboe, of north-west Missouri was the guest of his uncle, J.T. Bell yesterday. Mr. Jarboe was 
on his way to Texas where he expects to locate. [Son of J.T. Bellçs sister Susanna Bell  who married 
John Thomas Jarboe III. JT Jarboe was a brother of Joseph M. Jarboe, whose son James Adelbert 
Jarboe married had married Gertrude Bell March 1, 1897.] 
 
January 6, 1898:  [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S112] 

Miss Loutie Bell,  and J. Karleskint ate turkey at Mrs. Roycroftçs New Years. 
 
The new year dawned with a broad smile on the face of W.N. Beechwood.  Itçs a ten pound boy. 
[Named Emory Edward äNickyå Beechwood.]  
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January 13, 1898: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S112] 

Will Smith , of St. Paul is visiting J.T. Bell and family. [Husband of J.T. Bellçs sister Mollie.] 
 
Mrs. T. Bowles , is still on our sick list and is but little improved. [Mother of Charles Bowles , who 
married Rose Bell.] 
 
W.N. Beechwood left Friday for Duenweg, Mo. To seek his fortune. [He and his wife , Alice Bell 
Beechwood lived apart much of their married life. Note that he leaves less than two weeks after the 
birth of his latest child.] 
 
Miss Agnes Bell , visited in Erie last week, the guest of Mr. and Mrs. J.E. [Emory] Bell. , 
 
The following young folks from this vicinity attended Literary at Cleveland Friday evening: Misses 
Laura Sevart, Mayme, Kate and Maggie Casey, and Loutie Bell, and Messrs Jim Casey, W. 
Beechwood, F. Sevart, Chris Brogan and Joe Sevart.  
 
January 20, 1898: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S112] 

Misses Loutie and Nora Bell and Wilbern Traylor visited at Mr. Beechwoodçs Monday eve.  
 
Miss Aggie Roycroft was agreeably surprised last Thursday evening by a number of her friends. The 
following were present: Misses Mary Herman, Laura Sevart, Rose, Agnes and Loutie Bell, Mary 
Volmer and Lizzie Duling and Messrs Joe and John Volmer, Joe Herman, Ed Beechwood, Frank 
Sevart, Willbern Traylor and Dr. Duling. 
 
January 27, 1898: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S112] 

 
Miss Mary Volmer is visiting at Gouvians this week. 
[She was a friend of Gertrude Bellçs. This picture shows 
the November 1899 wedding of Jake Gouvian and 
Mary Volmer] 
Mr. Jake Gouvian found his way to Mr. Volmerçs last 
Sunday.  
 
Miss Rose Bell spent the first of the week with her 
parents. 
 
Wilburn Traylor, of McCune is the guest of Miss Anna 
Herman. [A friend of Gertrude Bellçs. He signed her 
autograph book äMy love for you doth ever flow, like 
water down the tater row.å] 
 
Miss Agnes Bell is in Erie this week assisting J.E. Bell 
in his office. [As clerk of Neosho County.] 
 
The Beechwood Mining Co. have struck a rich vein of 
lead at Duenweg [Mo.]. 
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March 3, 1898: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S112] 
Mr. and Mrs. Fowler and Miss Mary Wimsatt were guests of J.T. Bell and family Sunday. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Bell and daughters Rose and Loutie visited in Erie Tuesday, the guests of J.E. Bell. 
The following were entertained by Miss Agnes Roycroft and John McAndrew Sunday evening: Miss  
 
Loutie Bell and Laura Sevart, and Messrs Fabian Abell, Arthur Luckett, Joe Redinger, Joe Sevart, 
Neal Duling, and Joe Herman. 
 
March 17, 1898: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S112] 

Anna Bell returned home last week after a pleasant six months visit with her sister Mrs. J. A. Jarboe, 
at North Fork, Mo. [She had gone out there with her parents in the fall before Bernadette was born 
in December 1897 and stayed until 
spring.] 
 
One evening last week as Neal Duling 
and sisters were coming home from 
church the horse gave a sudden jerk 
throwing Miss Lizzie to the ground. 
The buggy ran over her but fortunately 
she was not badly hurt. [Lizzie was 
Gertrude Bell Jarboeçs friend. This 
photo from 1896 shows Lizzie Duling 
and Agnes Roycroft.] 
 
 
July 14, 1898: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S113] 

J.E. [Emory] Bell and wife were over from Erie Sunday. Mr. Bell has made the best clerk of the 
court Neosho County ever had, without exceptions. 
 
July 21, 1898: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S113] 

J. E. [Emory] Bell and family of Erie and J.T. Bell and family visited with Mrs. W. N. Beechwood 
Sunday. 
 
Mrs. W.N. Beechwoodçs horse became frightened last Wednesday evening and made a good effort to 
get away but Mrs. Beechwood being somewhat of an expert driver stopped the horse but not until it 
had broken a shaft. 
 
Charles Bowles was perambulating at Bell valley Sunday evening. [Courting Rose Bell.] 
 
August 4, 1898: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S113] 

C. [Cornelius] Duling and sister Lizzie entertained a crowd of their young friends Thursday evening 
among those present were: Master Ed Beechwood and Misses Maggie and Mary Grant, Louise Stella 
and Rosa Severt, Estella Long, Anna Bell and Pearl Beechwood. 
 
W.N. Beechwood returned to Duenweg, Mo. Saturday. 
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August 25, 1898: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S113] 
The Misses Bell entertained a number of their friends Sunday. Refreshments were served in the 
evening after which games were indulged in till a late hour. All report a good time. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Jarboe, of Missouri, are visiting the latterçs parents, Mr. and Mrs. Bell. 
 
September 8, 1898: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S113] 
W.B. Kendrick and family of Lakenan, Mo., are visiting J.T. Bell and family. Mr. Kendrick is a 
brother of Rev. Fr. Lambert who is at the Monastery here. [William Burford Kendrick was also a 
brother of Albert Kendrick who later married Agnes Bell.] 
 
September 15, 1898: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S113] 
 Jno. McAndrew, our rustling cattleman, purchased some fine calves near old Jacksonville last week 
[John McAndrew later married Loutie Bell.]. 
 
Mrs. W. N. Beechwood is having her residence repainted and a few extra repairs. Mr. Wm. Smith is 
the workman. [Alice Bell Beechwood having her house painted by William Smith who was married 
to her fatherçs sister Mollie Bell.] 
 
October 20, 1898: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S113] 
Will Bell, of Republic, Mo., is home on a visit. 
 
Joe Volmer has a new driving horse. Joe says two horses drive better than one. How about it Aggie? 
[Meaning Agnes Roycroft, who he eventually married and who was a good friend of Gertrude Bell.] 
 
February 16, 1899: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S113] 

Chas. Bowles was called home from Duenweg, Mo., on account of the death of his mother. [She died 
February 9, age 63.] 
 
June 15, 1899: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S113] 
Miss Rose Bell is spending a few weeks at home. 
 
Mrs. W. N. Beechwood and her children spent Sunday with her parents. 
 
Misses Nora and Anna Bell, Rosa Vollmer, Sarah and Rebecca Kennedy were out boat riding and 
viewing the high water in their vicinity Sunday. 
 
June 29, 1899: [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S113] 
Miss Nora Bell went to Missouri last Wednesday to visit her sister Mrs. Gertie Jarboe. 
 
Emory Bell, wife and children of Erie [KS] were visiting relatives in this vicinity Sunday. 
 
W. N. Beechwoodçs fine new barn is nearing its completion. 
His obituary in 1950 states that äHe and his brother Charly went to Duenweg, Mo., in 1897, they 
struck a very rich vein of ore in a prospect mine, and realized a large sum from it. William came 
back here and bought the original Beechwood homestead and made extensive improvements on it. 
He built the big barn still on the farm.å 
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August 28, 1899: Lucille Bell Jarboe was born to Del and Gertrude Jarboe. Gertrudeçs sister Nora 
was staying with them for the birth of the new baby. Nora writes to Bernadette of this time in April 
6, 1953: äI was with your mother when you were a baby & when Lucille was born & died. She was so 
sweet & thought you were so wonderful & would watch you and laugh at everything you did.å 
 
September 14, 1899:  [Neosho County Journal, Kansas State Historical Society Roll S113] 
Mary and Johnie Beechwood visited at their grandpaçs Mr. Bells last week. 
 
Charles Bowles and Miss Rosa Bell of East Lincoln were trying the good roads in this vicinity 
Sunday evening. [They later married.] 
 
Miss Mary Smythe of St. Paul was called to the bedside of her brother Will who was very sick at the 
home of W. N. Beechwood last week. 
 
Possibly 1899: Emory Bell and Gertrude Jarboe in Kansas:  One copy of this photo says it is 
Emory with his son Vincent, his sister Gertrude and her daughter Lucille. If that is correct, this 
photo was taken in the fall of 1899.  Lucille Jarboe was born in August 1899 and died of 
pneumonia when she was five months old in January 1900. Vincent Bell was born in February 
1898. Another copy of the same photo simply says it is Emory and Gertrude in Kansas. It seems 
rather unlikely that Gertrude brought her tiny infant daughter to Kansas just a few months old and 
there is no mention in the local paper of the Jarboes visiting St. Paul at this time.  Plus, the boy 
looks older than Vincent would have been in the fall of 1899.  So it is possible that this photo was 
taken in 1900 or 1901 or later. It could be as late as the spring of 1904 when Gertrude was in St. 
Paul and had her daughter Anna Lou at her parentsç house while her husband Del Jarboe was 
starting a new homestead near Mandan, ND. 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































