Dear Sister

A collection of letters written by the ¢

Tom and Louise Bell

hi



Dear Sister

Copyright 2001,
Updated and Enhanced
May 3,2018
Alice Bell Gander

PrairieQueens.com

Cover photograph: Christmas Day 1900. The picture skewantidaughters of Tom
Louise Bell.

StandingAgnes Bell [Kendrick], Rose Bell [Bowles], Alice Bell [Beechwood].

Middle Row: Louise Bell [McAndrew Volmer], Nora Bell [Cavanaugh], Gertrude Bell |
Front: Anna Laura Bell

To check for updatestsion of this book visit:
http://www.prairiequeens.com/publications.htm

and

Jarboe]



http://www.prairiequeens.com/publications.htm

Table of Contents

[0 1T 1[0 T 1

2018 Edition Updates and ChangesS.............u... e eeeesessnsnnsnsssmmmmmesessesssssses Lo
About the COMPIALION...........oiiiiieie ettt s 2 2212 e e eee L
HOW t0 read thiS DOOK............ooiiiii st s e s 0 03

Biographies........cccuuiiiiiiiimmcmc e rmrsmmsr e e nnmns e 4

Migration to Missouri from Kentucky and Virginia................ oo eeeeeeeeeeee e
John Thomasd Maria Louise Saunders.Bell.................vmeeeeeeevieeenenens . D

William RODErt Bell..... ..o ettt a e e e s s
JOSEPN EMOIY Bell....ooi e s e e
Mary Alice Bell BEEChWOOM...............uuwwmmmmmmr e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeee s e« 2 22 e e e e e e e e e e oo D
RoSe May Bell BOWIES...............uet et s 000220
Susan Agnes Bell KendriCK..............oooi oo L L
Gertrude Lee Bell Jarboe... USSP 1024
Louise Catherine Bell McAndrew Volmer ettt —— 1222222221211 55 s+ 220+ D
Thomas LeFevre Bell... ]_4
Ellen Nora Caroline BeII Cavanaugh ettt e——— 1211222222222 e s oo 111120 n e e 00 LD,
Anna Laura BelJlG

1861 & 1899 The Bell FanylBegins..........cccuceiiieiiiimeemmmreen e e 17.

A Tragic Start... PP TRRPPPRRPP B
A New Beglnnlng in Kansas ettt —— 1114111441111 n e e e e 1o s s O
Plat Bo& for St. Paul, Kansas 19
The Bell Family Grows... . R |
January 7, 1891: Weddlng of Allce BeII and W|II|am N Beechwood ............... 25.
June 13, 1894 Wedding of Emory Bell and Nellie Taymans.............ccw.......28
March 1, 1897: Gertrude Bell Marries James Adelbert Jarbae...........com.... 32

T 000, ... eieeninrnrnrnsasemmnmmmresessssssnsssasesssmammmnrssssssasssnssnnnsssmmnnnnsenrs 38

November 5, 1902: Rose Bell and Charles Bowles Matried............omm...... 41
January 13, 1904Agnes Bell and Albert Kendrick Matried.................commm.....42
October 4, 1906 Wedding of Nora Bell and Bernard Cavanaugh.................43
1907 Dell and GertrudarBoe Homestead In North Dakota................. ccomune.....44

THE 1910S......cceieeiiiii s rrrrrrr e e s 45

October 26, 1910 Wedding of Louise Bell and John McAndrew.............c..46
October 17, 1912: Alice Magdaline Beechwoad Dies... SR’ | o
November 19, 1914: Obituary of Maria Louise Saunders BeIJ SE— v
November 19, 1914: Funeral Card... 48
November 22, 1914: William R Bell to John T Be]l SEUTPRPPRRPPRRRRY” 1o I
February 21, 1%6: Frances Jarboe to Gertrude Jarboe........................................50.
February 24, 1916: Gertrude Jarboe to Bernadette. Jarboe..........comm........51




Table of Contents

February 24, 1916: Gertrutlboe to Frances Jarbae................. e vvvvennnn. D7
March 3, 1916: Frances Jarboe to Gertrude .Jarhoe............commeeeeevreeeeeenn.. D9,
March 14, 1916: Frances Jarboe to Gertrude. Jarbo... R & 10 )
May 1916: Nora Cavanaugh to Gertrude.Jarhae... PP o v
1918: John McAndrew and Agnes Roycroft Volmer Obltuarles s 0D
About 1914: Cousins Viola Beechwood, Bernadette Jarboe, Beatnce Bell .67
1918 Tom Bell WWI Registration Card..................oommmeeeeeeeeeereeeeees e eeeen. O
October 1, 1918: William R Bell to John T.Bell...............ot e cevveeevn. @8
December 8, 1918: Rose Bowles to Dell.Jarboe.............commeeveeeeieviieeeses 09

QLI LT 7 L= Z0

January 14, 1920: Nora Cavanaugh to Frances.Jathoe...........ccoee . 71
March 29, 1920: Alice Beechwood to Agnes KendricK..............commmmeeveeeennnnn L2
1920s photo of Tom and LIoyd Bell.................. e veeennnini s s oD
June 1924: Bell family reUNION............ooiiiii e e e eeeeeeiiiiee s vveeeeeeeeeeee e L0
1924. Back from Kansas RoadTnp78
November 26, 1924: Emory Bell ODituary.................. s eeeievveeeeeee e d 9
About 1925: J.T. Bell visits Missouli.. TTUUUUUUUURRRY - 0
March 31, 1926: Alice Bell Beechwood Obltuary ISUPPPPPUOPPPPPRRRRPRRY = I
1927: Trip to Kansas.. o 82
Decerber 1929: Three youngest Bells et ————— OO
December 1929: Tom Bell with sons Lond and Emment SRR - 7.
John Thomas Bell: Pioneer, Patrlarohh@mr...........................................................85.
December 22, 1929: John Thomas Bell Obituary............... e eeeeeeeeenn..... 86..

The 1930s up to World WaL.ll............ccevuuiecmeeme s ceevcs e e 87

1930: Agnes, Rose and Gertrude in Shelbina...............commmeeveeeinninnnnnne o 88
May 15, 1934: WR Bell to Josephine Jarboe... EROPPUPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPNRE < 1
October 5, 197: WR Bell to Josephine Jarboe . pp— |
October 26, 1937: Louise Bell McAndrew and Joseph Volmer Weddlng ...... 93.
November 9, 1937: Gertruligboe Home BUIS.............coooie v eeeeeeeeeeienee 93..
November 24, 1939: Louise Volmer to Gertrude Jarboe.............commerevnn.... 94
December 1939: Nora Cavanaugh to Gertrude Jarhae...........comeennnnnn..... 97
January 5, 1940: Harry Kendrick to Nora Cavanaugh.............ceeeeeeeeeeeen. 99
September 12, 1940: Albert Kendrick Obituary.................commm e eeeeeeeennnnnnn.. 102
September 21, 1940: WR Bell to Leta Bowles.Burns..............commeeennn.... 105
October 29, 1940: WR Bell to Gertrude Jarbae...............comeeeeeieeeneeennn... 106
August 3, 1941: WR Bell to Gertrude Jarboe................commmreeeeernineeeees s 09
October 18, 1941: WR Bell to Gertrude Jarbae...............coeeeeeeeennnnnn 111

AVA (o] ¢ (0 A 2= 1 | 113

December 7, 1941: Anna Laura Bell to Anna Lou.Jarhae............. ... 113
December 11, 1941: Louise Volmer to Gertrude.Jarboe.............cceenn..... 118
December 11, 1941: Louise Volmer to Rose Bawles............ovevvnnnnn. 122




Table of Contents

December 15, 1941: Anna Laura Bell to Gertrude Jarhae............ e
December 1941: Nora Cavanaugh to Gertrude.Jarhae...........coeeeeeenee...
December 20, 1941: Rose Bowles to Gertrude . Jarhoe...........ceeeeneenn..

March 15, 1942: Joe Volmer Obituary.... .
April 1942: Nora Cavanaugh to Anna Laura Bell

July 19, 1942: Four Jarboel$Gand their GUYS............eeveveiees e eeeen
July 22, 1942: Viola Beechwood to Wm. Nickolas Beechwood............m.
August 1, 1942: Rose Bowles to Agnes KendricK.............cmeeiiiiiinnnennn.
August 7, 1942: Agnes Kendrick to Anna Laura.Bell...............coe oo
September 5, 1942: Anna Laura Bell to Anna Lou.Jarboe.............con....
November 3, 1942: WR Bell to Gertrude Jarhae.............. o eevvennnnnnnnnnnnnn
December 13, 1942: Agnes Kendrick to Gertrude.Jarbae............cmmeeeeee..
December 15, 1942: Anna Laura Bell to Gertrude Jarhae.............comm......
December 16, 1942: Steve Kendrick to Gertrude.Jarbae............ . eeeee..
March 19, 1943: WR Bell to Gertrude Jarhoe...............oceeeeeeeee e

1942 Thomas L. Bell Military Registratian...
March 29, 1943: Thmoas L. Bell Obituary....

May 31, 1943: Anna Laura Bell to Anna Lou Jarboe
June 20, 1943: Agnes Kendrick to Anna Lou Jarboe
August 1, 1943: WR Bell to Gertrude Jarboe................commeeeeeeeenenennnnns
November 19, 1943: WR Bell to Gertrude Jarboe...............commmeeeeeeeeeesinnns

July 16, 1944: Gertrude Jarboe Family Reunion...
August 5, 1944: Bernard Cavanaugh.Dies...

December 7, 1944: Anna Laura Bell to Anna Lou .]arboe
1940s: Anna Laura Bell to Anna Lou Jarboe
April 16, 1945: Agnes Kemek to Gertrude Jarboe................oevemvveeeeeeeenn.

The 1940¢s..Af.t.er..t.he. . War............

October 17, 1945: Dell Jarboe Obituary....
October 18, 1945: Loretta Reid Drescher to Gertrude Jarboe

October 19, 1945: WR Bell to Josephine Gander

October 24, 1945: Juanita Yates to Gertrude.Jarboe...
November 1, 1945: Nellie Taymans Bell to Gertrude. Jarboe

December 26, 1945: Mary and Viola Beechwood to John Beechwood

December 15, 1945: Rose Bowles to Agnes KendricK............coeeeeeeee...
December 1945: Rose Bowles, Nora Cavanaugh, Louise.Valmer......... ...
December 19, 1945: Agnes Kendrick to Mary and Viola Beechwaad
August 9, 1946: WR Bell to Gertrude Jarboe................ e eeeeeeeennnnnns s

September 29, 1946: Annie, Aggie and Gertie...
March 9, 1947: WR Bell to Gertrddeboe...

April 9, 1947: Louise Volmer to Gertrude Jarboe
May 11, 1947: Gertrude Jarboe to Anna Lou.Jarboe........................................
November 22, 1947: Rose Bowles to Leta Bowles.Burns...........ceeeeee...
December 12, 1947: Rose Bowles to Gertrude .Jarhae...........comeeevvennnnn.

.......... 138




Table of Contents

December 28, 1947: WR Bell to Josephine Gander...
January 1, 1948: WR Bell to Gertrude Jarboe...

January 20, 1948: Mary and Viola Beechwood to Agnes Kendnck

February 6, 1948: Rose Bowles to Gertrude.Jarboe............cmevveeneenenen.
Febrary 11, 1948: Nora Cavanaugh to Gertrude.Jarboe..............commevennee
February 11, 1948: Agnes Kendrick to Gertrude.Jarboe.............cmmmevvnnnn.
February 13, 1948Rose Bowles to Gertrude Jarhoe...............o e eeeeeeenn.
February 20, 1948: Anna Laura Bell to Gertrude.Jarbae.............commm.......
March 22, 1948: Agnes Kendricttrude Jarboe...............ooooo o vevnnnns
March 22, 1948: Nora Cavanaugh to Gertrude.Jarboe.............comeeeeennnn.
March 23, 1948: Rose Bowles to Gertrude Jarbae..............commmeeveeeeeeeeennn.
March 29, 1948: Louise Volmer to Anna Laura.Bell................commmenreeennnnns
April 3, 1948: Louise Volmer to Anna Laura. Bell.................commmevvvevnnnnnnnns
April 5, 1948: Anna Laura Bell to Gertrude Jarboe................ommmmeeeeeeeeenn.
April 6, 1948: Louise Volmer to Gertrude Jarhoe..............oceeeeeeeeeeeeennn.
May 30, 1948: Gertrude Jarboe at Dell Jarboe.Grave............cmmeeeeeeeeene.
July 18, 1948: WR Bell to Gertrude JarhQe................commmmmernennnnnnnnnnnnns s
December 14948: Rose Bowles to Gertrude Jarbae...............commmeevennnnnnns
December 16, 1948: Nora Cavanaugh to Gertrude.Jarboe............mmm......
December 22, 1948: Agnesdfik to Gertrude Jarboe.............cooevv e

January 24, 1949: WR Bell to Anna Lou Jarhoe...
May 28, 1949: WR Bell to Rose Bowles...

September 29, 1949: Agnes Kendrick to Anna Lou Jarboe..............................
204

218
e 279
......280
...280

October 27, 1949: Harry Kendrick to Anna Lou Jarboe....
November 8, 1949: WR Bell to Gertrude Jarhae...
November 28, 1949: Agnes Kendrick to Josephrne Gander
December 8, 1949: WR Bell to Gertrude Jarhae...

December 12, 1949: Nora Cavanaugh to Gertrude Jarboe S
Deember 13, 1949: Anna Laura Bell to Gertrude .]arbo.e..................................
December 14, 1949: Rose Bowles to Gertrude. Jarboe............comevenennnns
December 16, 194%gnes Kendrick to Gertrude Jarhae................com......
December 27, 1949: WR Bell to Cliff and Josephine .Gander............ .

T L0508, .. eitenieinssens mmmmmmesssessnsssasesnsssmamammnsssresssassnnsensssmmmnnnnss

May 25, 1950: William Nickolas Beechwood Ohituary................cww o oeneeee
May 30, 1950: Gertrude Jarboe, Bernadette.Kelly..............commmvvviieieeenennnn.
June 12, 1950: WR Bell to Gertrude JarbOe................ccommeeeeneeeeneeenn s o
July 10, 1950: Anna Laura Bell to WR.Bell..............cooi e
September821950: WR Bell to Gertrude Jarboe................ oo vvvvvnnnnnnnns
September 11, 1950: Rose Bowles to Anna Laura.Bell.............commeeeeee.e.
September 26, 1950: Nora Cavgimdao WR Bell............ccccoooiiim e,
October 15, 1950: Cecelia Bowles to Leta Bowles.Burns............. ...

Bell Farm Photo1950 and 2000... .
December 1950: Nora Cavanaugh to Gertrude .Jarboe

...209
........ 212
215
221

224
228

229
233
235

231
242

246
249

255
257
257

258

262

264
oeennn. 200
..267

268

283

288
291

291

293

294
295

295
297

302
304

312
315
o320

321




Table of Contents

December 15, 1950: Rose Bowles to Anna Laura.Bell.............commm...........324
January 15, 1951: Anna Laura Bell to Anna LouJarhae.............coen.......327
February 19, 1951: Alice Morris to WR.BEIL..............c v 3 38
Mach 20, 1951: Rose Bowles to Gertrude Jarbpoe..............commevneerennennnn...339
May 25, 1951: Alice Morris t0 WR Bell............oounn e vveeevnnnnnennn s oo o34 2
June 19, 1951: WR Bell to Gertr@baE..............c.couiivr v eeeveeeei e 343
July 11, 1951: Alice Morris to WR Bell... U UPUPPSSR 7 Lo
July 23, 1951: William R. Bell Obltuary PP UPPRPPRRR. 2 1 ¢
August 5, 1951: Alice Morris to Gertrude Jarboe S SRRSRR.. V. ¥ 4
William Rober.t..Bel.l.¢.s.. W| I l SETTTTTT— 110
August 8, 1951Anna Laura Bell to Bernadette Kelly351
September 5, 1951: Rose Bowles to Gertrude.Jarboe...........commmenennnn......359
September 25, 1951: Rose Bdwldsra Cavanaugh.................... e eeeeeen. 363
October 21, 1951: Anna Clopton to Gertrude Jarboe.............ccomn............368
October 21, 1951: Rose Bowles to Agnes Kendrick..............commmmeeeveerennnn.. 369
October 26, 1951: Agnes Kendrick to Anna Laura.Bell...............commeeeee.. 373
October 29, 1951: Anna Laura Bell to Gertrude Jarboe..............commmeeeeen. 375
October 1951: Nora Cavanaugh to Anna Laura.Bell...............comrvveeene... 379
November 5, 1951: Rose Bowles to Gertrude.Jarboe............cmmeevennnn . 381
December 17, 1951: Louise Volmer to Nora Cavanaugh............ccmmm........387
December 18, 1951: Rose Bowles to Nora Cavanaugh....................................391
Christmas 1951: Bowles family photos... etrree e e 10039 D
December 1951: Nora Cavanaugh to Anna Laura Bell eee s a2 e eeee a2 390
December 1951: Alice MotasAnna Laura Bell... crrrenenennnn398
December 25, 1951: Gertrude .1..a..r..b.4003c;s Llast
December 31, 1951: Anna Laura Bell to Gertmbde Ja....................ccommmme-.....400
January 29, 1952: Louise Volmer Obituary...............oo e eeeeeeeeeeeee e 07
February 19, 1952: Bernadette Kelly to her.Aunis...............comvevvvennnee.. . 407
March 19, 1952: Agnes Kendrick to Bernadette.Kelly..............commmeevvenenn.. 414
March 19, 1952: Gertrude Bell Jarboe Obituary................comvvvveeeeneeen.. . 414
March 19, 1952: Agnes Kendrick to Bernadette.Kelly..............commmevvvveen... 416
March 21, 1952: Alice Morris to Bernadette Kelly................scennnnnnn. 417
March 22, 1952: Cecelia Bowles to Jarboe. girls..............wmeeeeeeeeeeneeenn 418
March 26, 1952: Lillian Hagan to Bernadette.Kelly................commcccvvnnnn. . 421
March 30, 1952: Gertde McAndrew to Bernadette Kelly................. ... 422
April 8, 1952: Anna Laura Bell to Bernadette Kelly................commsecvveeee... 423
April 15, 1952: Jerome Kendrick esridette Kelly...........cccooooi v 428
July 4, 1952: Anna Laura Bell to Bernadette Kelly................commrrrreeeeee....430
September 30, 1952: Charles and Rose.Bowles............cevviieeeeeiinnnnnnn 436
November 9, 1952: Charles and Rose Bofleari0ersary........................cnb37
March 25, 1953: Leta Burns to Anna Laura.Bell................covvvvvvvvnnnnnn.. 439
April 6, 1953: Nora Cavanaugh to Bernadette Kelly...............commmeeeeerer..... 450
April 17, 1953: Anna Laura Bell to Bernadette Kelly.................ccmmervvnnn..... 455
1953, Letter Fragment Anna Laura Bell to Anna Lou.Jarbaoe..............cm.. 464




Table of Contents

April 1953, Anna Laura Bell to Bernadette Jathae..............o oo
1950s: Anna Laura Bell to Josephine Gander...............ceeoeeunnrnneeeeess s
May 16, 1953: Mary Bowles to Bernadette.Kelly...............mmmmeeeeeeeeeeennnnnn it
January 2, 1956: Anhaura Bell to Josephine Gander.................commvvveenee.
January 20, 1956: Nora Cavanaugh to Bernadette.Kelly............commmeennn..
February 22, 1956: Anna Laura BeNargaret Anne BUums.................... s
May 13, 1956: Anna Laura Bell Obituary.................oo e e e eeeeeeeee e s
May 26, 1956: Charles BoOwleS ODItUALY................w e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeees
June 2, 1956: Rose Bowles to Anna Lou.Jarboe.............commeeeeeeeeeeeeessisimm
e 490

...493

August 30, 1956: Kee Shop Article... ..
October 25, 1956: Stephen A. Kendrlck Obltuary

January 5, 1957: Rose Bowles to Leta Bowles.Bums.......................................
January 2, 1959gnes Kendrick to Josephine Gander...............cmmeeeeen...

The 1O60S.....cuiuieuinreesisses nmmmmessesessasesensssessmnmannesssssssessssasensssnnnnnnes

July 26, 1961: Bernadette Kelly to John Jacob Beechwood............mm.....¢
September 21, 1961: John Jacob Beechwood to Bernadette. KeIJy...............
...510
11
515

October 26, 1961: Mary Bowles to Anna Lou Jarboe...

November 16, 1961: Anna Lou Jarboe to John Jacob Beechwood
January 4, 1964: Agnes Bell Kendrick OblI_uary
April 29, 1967: Rose BOWIES"BAMNAAY............c.cvvvee oo eeeeerereeeees s
..517
...518

July 2, 1967: Rose Bell Bowles Obituary....

May 1969: Frazes Buckman to Anna Lou Jarboe

465
469
470
412
4176
480
482

484

484

493

497
.499

499
206

516

August 2, 1969: Wedding Photo of Anna Lou Jarboe and Harry E Jones 519




Introduction
2018 Edition Updates and Changes

The initial version | completed in 2001 was primarily focused on the letters fBfg| the
through 1960s. Since then | have done further research and made trips to Kansas State
Society in Topeka to gather news articles from the early years of the Bell family. This v
the book has been expanded to tell more of the cbvonplef the Bedlrhily homesteading in
Kansad.have also removed a few letters and items that were not directly related to the B
in the interest of narrowing the focus.

About the Compilation

This book has evolved since 2000 when | first discovered a large packet of letters that
Josephine Jarboe Gander, had by the siblings of her mother, Gertrude Bell Jarboe. TI
have either been saved by Josephine yearsthar were saved by her sisters Bernadette J:
Kelly and Anna Lou Jarboe Jones who lived with Gertrude quite a lot during the period c
this Dbook. Thanks to Bernadettec¢cs dauc
preservedd made available to the family. Other family members includigtaadytaathter
of Mary Alice Bell BeeclmapVeronica Beechwood Cgranddaughters of Rose Bell Bowles,
Rose Mary Fox and Margaret Mollick and-aigoeadf Bernard Cavanaugiry Greve, have

also provided a few entries and photos.

D

The letters they saved and the happy exchange of information between fellow family
allows us, in some cases, to see both sides of the conversation. And, what ¢usVereattions
to say that the Bell family wrote great poetic and literary works. What they had was|a gre
each ot her, a wry humor , and a gentl el c
aware of the economic and political swéntitsg around them during and after World Watr Il.

As the letters in the collection piled up and | struggled to get them organized and scanr
digital format, | began to realize what an interesting story they told. | wanted to pres
menories of the people who wrote to each other with such affectionate care. This compil
be of great interest, of course, to the direct descendants of the people who wrote the lett
first level, the purpose of this book is to shameaheésdul letters with all of the relatives of
these people. At the next level, this book is a compilatidrantlfastounts of life during the
1940s and 1950s in America, particularly in California, Kansas and Missouri. So thefe is ¢
of hisorical merit in the details documented.

It is surprising that such a large collectieiteo$, some over 100 yearshakl survived intact
for us to read. This can be attributed to the very pronounced tendency of the authors to
ot h dtergasongltoethe next sibling. Thus, even though Gertrude Bell Jarboe wound ug
bulk of the letters in this compilation, we actually have letters that were written between
siblings. Another odd thingoigdalize that out of roughB0 letters included here, only a
couple are from the main addressee of the letters, Gertrude Bell Jarboe. This is for a fe
First, of course, she could save the letters she received more than the letters shdaent.

PrairieQueens.com Dear Sister 1



had increasirigpubles with her eyesight and in her later years relied on her daughte

and Anna Lou to write her letters. Third, she was, according to her daughter Josep
serious woman who didnc¢t | tt&leowGertrude hokfr
her own writing but from the reflected comments of her siblings.

This book started out as a simple compilation of letters.
one thing |l ed to another, SO to spea

straightforward format without some supporting documentation, photos and comme
turned out, there weletanore letters than imagined when the project started.

It was estimated to Be2@0¢
pages and was just going to be a simple chronologicail gomengtters between siblings.

It has €

rs Berna
hine, a b
om |

put 150
But,

k .

ntary. A

volved i

almost a faihgi scrapbook covering over one hwehes] including letters, pictures, new
articles, maps and other documents that help put the letters (rememicenteginNow, the
editorial challenge is to keep the whole book6@ddeages! While there are plenty of
opportunities to cut pages, each choice has a tradeoff. Where possible, the original envel
been copied, for example. While this magxsessive, it has several positive results. | For one
thing, it puts the date and place of the letter on firm ground. It can prove that your ancestc
living in a certain place at a certain date, for example, and the stamps were fairly igteresting

spaper

World War Il Alsoitpr ovi des some ad4dead spacea be
the context of the letter or include a photograph that achieves the same goal. Anoth
include the actual card or post card pictuseseiM@as no informational purpose but sets

| ow
er choice
the tone

for the style of Christmas and Birthd
conveys the personality of the sender and their relationship to thé& mechmektwill give y
anopportunity to warm your heart and feel joy in life. Filled with real affection, dry
first-hand accounts of historical events, reading this book is a great way to spend
digesting history at a human pace.

ay
ou

humor
a few e

Hopefully, the readerst directly| o
descended from Gertrude
Jarboe will forgive the focus on
family. It is centered on her far =
for the simple fact that we

reading from a collection of let
she or her daughters saved. T| ©
simply the material that
avaiable. It would be a wonde
result indeed if we had to issue}
versions of this book with hund§

of additional pages telling the re \ ‘(

the story. How wonderful it wc
k ) | k . ‘

be to have both sides of t

conversations! If this first bc

inspiresther family members to (

around in their attic and find sim 3,1y 1944. Front row: Bernadette Kelly, Del
Gertrude Jarboe, Josephine Gander. Second rov
Hagan, Kathleen Montgomery, Della Ream,
Carlson. Back row: Anna Lou Jarboe, Frances Bj

letters, we could have a t
amazing family history going!

Dear Sister PrairieQueens.com



How to read this book

There are a number of different approaches the reader may choose to read this boo
themethodical reader, there is always the standard approach of reading the book fro

kK. Of
m fro

and no harm will come from it. For those readers who have an affinity for any particule
member, the Table of Contents will provide a great giokly fonduall letters written by or to

the individual of intereSthelndexwill heldind all mentions of a particular person or topi

c. Tk

Index is worth reading an all cases because the letters cover such a wide selection of tc
people Vied and wrote at an interesting time and their letters touched on so many topi

religion to politics to amazing-feavgled inventions like the electric water heater. The |

reader can just randomly open the book and start reading.tltdoeant t er wh at

chooses; just so they enjoy the experience!

This is a book that is very rich in details. The Table of Contents and Index wi

However, the reader is going to have to get good at reading script hawdidongeao find

ndec

| be

that they can immediately identify the author of the letter just based on the handwritir

reader will find that it can be slow reading; of that there is no question. In itself thi

S car

frustrating and rewarding. Sorethder will find it somewhat challenging to read letters by |
Bowles with her peculiar handwriting. Or they may find her writing easy to read byt anc

sibling unreadabl e. The message unadeestgd |
search and reflect and think, Il tcs a goc
are related to someone else in the book,

sench fewextsa day a n dy pdrmanent receré of their axistence. These people v

with pen and ink on paper meant to withstand delivery by railroad mail.

This is not a book to be read once through like a light novel. It has so much detail that €
reader is a familystorian, they will struggle to understand all of the decades old referer
various trivia. The things the authors took for granted are now outside our frame of r
Their world is becoming as unintelligible to us as ours would be tltetheamdfacross one of

ourtextst and theyc¢cd be stumped right off t
the issues and topics in the average letter today. Conversely, the number of peop

h e
e wh

understand the trivial referesnoéheir letters is dwindling with each year. One of the goals o
book iIs to provide an historical refernen

It has been my honor to work with these old photographs and letters ihisdopKing hope

you enjoy reading it as much as | enjoyed creating it.

Alice Bell Gander
Monroe City, Missouri
March 2018
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Biographies

The wealth of details contained in the letters can be overwhelming to anyone not inti
with the live of the people involved, and, frankly, even to someone who sp
understanding this family. The brief biographies included in this section are inteng
the reader with a basic understanding of the main events in the liveslafeise aaal t}
people who were closest to them.

Several characteristics are fundamental to the members of this family. First, they
Roman Catholic and that was clearly an integral parvdriygalves. They fretted when
missedMass during the week due to illness or when they accidentally ate meat on &
They shared prayers with each other and talked about the list of names on their Con
list. They worked out the practical issues of getting toifflask wedther or during gasc
rationing or when some family members worked night shifts. The Bell siblings neve
never married in any situation that was not perfectly approved by the Church. Mass
in Latin and it wasrbidden to eat breakfast before going to Mass. Weddings wer
always held early in the morning and those who got hungry early always went to t

mately fa
ecializes
ed to pr
ne

were de
they

forbidde
nmunion
line

r divorce
BS Were ¢
e, theref
ne earlie

possible. And when they commented that 100 Masses were left at the furerath#ihey me

people had &asigned upa your deceased

particular parish or diocese. Bernadette Jarboe Kelly marvels at kneeling through
Rosaries at the funeral of her Aunt Loutie in 1952sagkdeb y t hat t 7 |
paralyzed and our tongues dry and | was exhausted | am not used to so much pr,
decide to go back to St. Paul to be buried as someone cares enough & weagaavelb

o

have one rosary said haaeaf uner al . a

The sisters often went to live with another sister or sent one of their daughters to dg
help out at a time of need. Gertrude
Anna Laura spent six months @thirude when her first child was born, and then Nor
same when the second child was born. Agnes lived with her sister Alice when she
And then Gertrude sent her daughter Frances to live with her sister Nora.

Another characteristic of this family was their commitment to keeping in touch wit
across the miles and over the years. They were a very close family and although st
separated ysically for up tbree decadi®y remained very close and made a concerte
keep up with each otherc¢s activities.
details, whether it was their kitcherejusteledhe hens thaeve sick or the activities of t
grandchildren.

These people were all hardy pioneers who battled floods, grasshoppers and all mani
pestilence in the pursuit of their livelihoods. They had a kind of quiet confiderstauacy
that comes from such an upbringing. This made them ideal candidates to take
homesteads as Gertrude did in North Dakota or to strike out for the far away world of
Tommy and then Anna Laura would do before 1920. They knewawhatvitork hard @
make their own living in the world by whatever means they had. While they may h:
on the downhill behavior of the world around them, they were never afraid of the wor
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Migration to Missouri from Kentucky and Virginia

Bef ore we meet the Tom and Loui se Bel

f

understand how they happened to be in Missouri to meet and gétisnaroaty a sketch and
does not list all of the children in eaclyfamiis meant to highlight the names we will see late

Joseph BELL was born in Northern Ireland in 1765 and migratelisviither Robert Bel
Pennsylvania by 1772. Joseph Bell mdMagd Helen Thompson in 1790. Their chi

to
dren

included Elexious Thompson Bell born in 1804 &t BzIl born in 1807. Robert Bell

married Mary Pulliam and they Siashnna Gertrutdern in Scott County, KY in 18Ry

1835 Robert Bell had moved to the Indian Creek area near Monroe City, MO, and acqui

under the US Congress Land Act of IB#next three childidfilliam,J ohn Tho
and Mary CwerehbdoinMO ed Bel |

HenrySAUNDERSwho was born in Virginia, also bought land under the Land Act by
Lakenan, MO. His wife Nancy Sanders was-daymginietr of ElizabheBoone Grant, sister

ma ¢

1833
to

Dani el Boone. Henry and Nancyc¢s chil dre

born 1815. William Addisong¢gs c¢hi |l dmagied
Susan Rebecca GoagHh theirchildren include@eorgia AnnMaria LouisémarriedJohn
Thomas BéJlSara Ellerd S a bnd ¥l& ,Saunders. William Heayndermarried his firs
cousin Georgia Ann Saunders. After she died he married Henrietta Bneyghéoh iw
daughtemslaudeand Leta.

JohnThomagdARBOE llborn 18@! died in Scott County, KY, in 1856. He was desceng
Lt. Col. John Jarboe born in Dijon France inviiéd fnigrated to Virginia by 1650. Their
who later migrated to #aisri includedohn Thomas Jarboebhin 1826 andloseph Mart
Jarbodorn 1831 J.TandJoseph M. Jarboe came to the Lakenan MO area by the €

5t
0]

ed fr
SONS
In
arly

andmarriedwo daughters of another early MO settler Barnaby WerédiadAgnes Worland

and Lewellen Worl and. J InL855 ahdtheh beamarsied
daughter of Robert B&8usanna Gertrude Bell1856. J . T. Jar boe |
children included Cecelia AnA n n i e §Kendriaky. Baseph M. Jarboe and Lev
Worland were married in 1855. They had Jogépkleg)AgnegReid) Amanda, Eugene,
James Adelberho married daughter of Tom and Louise SaundeGeBtelide Bell

IgnatiusGOUGH (1784-1825) was froniKentucky and his wife was Susan Beaven
1864). Their children included James Henry {1892) who had a daugi$arah Isabe
Goughandhis sisteBusan Rebecca Gaugii8-1877). The Gough family also migrated
Lakenan or Shelbina area©fliy the mid 830s.

Jerom&ENDRICK(1832-1901) was from a family already in Missouri by the time he
in 1832. He marriethe daughter of James Henry G8agdh Isabella Gowgtu their childre
includedWilliam BurfordAlbert Jeromend twoosis who became priests, Father Lamh
Father Stephen. William Burford Kendrick married the daughter of J.T. Jarboe Il
Bell,Annie JarboeAlbert Jerome Kendrick married a daughter of Tom and Louise Sa
Susan Agnes &4Aggied Bell
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John Thomas and Maria Louise Saunders Bell

Tom and Louise Bell were the quintess
Mission Kansas in 1867 and raised a total of ten children there. Tom was born Jut
Robert and Mary Pulliam Bell in northeast Missouri. He naagridticel Eddings on Jan
29, 1861 and they had a son Wil
Robert Bell on October 14, 1862.
beloved wife Alice died in June
while trying to give birth to their se
son. Both mother and child died on
27, 1864. He married Maria Ls®
Saunder s, a frie
had been the bridesmaid for
wedding, on September 19, 1
Louise was born September 20, 18
Shelby County, Missouri. A de
Roman Catholic like Tom, Louise
been planning to enter the convene
Tom asked her to marry him.
abandoned her plans for the conv
order to make her life with Tom.

They had their first child, Joseph Emory Bell a year later on September 18, 1866.
they were still living in Missouri. But isuhener of 1867 they moved to Osage Mission
where they would live for the rest of their days. They were among the earliest set
and were highly respected members of their community. Their Catholic faith was :
part oftheir life. This dedication to the Catholic faith can be seen reflected in the
their children wrote to each other over the years.

They had a tot al of nine children together
house NMvember 19, 1914 of a heart attack. Her obituary contained this triut®/s . and
ploneers in this sectidrhey endured all the hardships of pioneer life, but lived to see
bear fruit in many foldThe Bell family, sinceetbarly days, has been regarded as one (
and most substantial families in this section, and Mrs. Bell did her full share in &
splendid reputation. a

Tom lived on the farm until 1917 when he moved in town with his daughter Hedser
December 22, 1929 at the age of 89 2. His obituary includedthis: J. [ s/ ¢ |
finest citizens, a God fearing gentleman, a contientious [sic] Christian, a man who 1
better by his living here. He is mourned8yof loyal friends who are indeed saddene
hol i day season by his passing and who
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William Robert Bell

Upon meeting her Uncle Willie for the first time in 1950, Cecelia Bowles aviote this 1
has a very interesting home, and of course it was my first time meeting him. | was p
over his ability to do things. | believe he is the most unusual character | have ever
alive and interested in doing
thingsin the latest fashion as v
as being interested in what ot
are doing. | shall never forget
lunch with them, visiting his lit
church and inspecting all of
fascinating gadgets about

| ovely home. &
visit with him, Wie was 88 yeal
old!

William Robert Bell born
October 14, 1862wagqquite an
amazing and energetic man
up to the very end of his life. ' /

died July 23, 1951 just thr € =
months shy of his '8®irthday

and was active until the very end. Waliem ed Mar t ha & Mat 1887dn3

Jasper, MOThey had two little boys who both died before the age of three. Their la
daughter, Alice May Bell, shown here ingefuenation photo dating from about 1919.

married Gilde Morris and they had one son, William Ewing Morris. Willie and Matti
Mat t i-eistes Geltrade BEmith with them much of thetimeWi | | i e¢s w

19, 1926 of pernicious anemibor the last fifteen years soof his lifestarting about 193
Willie had a housekeeper and helper named Anna Clopton. Although Willie and A
married and he did not refer to her as hisewiédyed her service so much that she was
hiswill.

We have the pleasure of getting to know Willie through a large number of letters |
many haiSisters over the years. He was very expressive in his letters and had 4
humor. He loved farming and never lost the faséoragimwing things. Willie prided hir
on his hard work, claiming in a 1937 lgter f ee/ | mi ght have
love of work, | have had it all my life, | have had R. R. [railroad] Jobs that it took two
mypace after me. a

Although he indicates in a 1949 letter that he had drifted away from the Catholic (
time earlier in his life (his wife Mattie was a Protestant), throughout the letters in this
quite emphatic in his religion.s lnother source of satisfaction for him and he wears
with pride and joy. One could almost say that he has a religious zeal akisntokiing
attitude of a former smoker, as he has become the most Catholic of all Catholics.
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Joseph Emory Bell

Although Emory was born in Missouri, on September 1¢
he moved to Osage Mission Kansas with his family befo
year old. He lived therg@lume died November 26, 1924.

On June 13, 1894 he marr.
Nellie was a friend to his sisters and had served as brid
the 1891 wedding of Emory

The newspaper article about Emory andeNglbk

with the following texéd On We dnesday,
Bell, the popular young pedagogue of Mission township
Ellen F. Taymans, the beautiful and accomplished daug/
and Mrs. P.V. Taymans, were united in thebdrads (
matr i mony [ n St. Franci s'

we (

L=

Emory and Nellie had 13 children: Florence May, Beatri
(married Roy Greenwell), Vincent Valentine (married
Miller), John Joseph, Ruth Estelle, Mercedes, Mildred
Frances Catherine,tAony Alphonsus, Flavia Louise, Leg
Loren, Thomas Emory, Mary Avic&fter
Emory diedNellie lived in Albuquerque, N
Mexico for many years until her death in 1€

Emory pursued careers as a teacher, a [z

real estate agent, a county eldikmesteacle -
grain elevator operat@nd many othe
enterprising opportunities in his lifetides =
obituary say&€mory Bell was an excepz‘/or& 1
good citizen. His active life was full of £~ _
spiritedness and a desire to promote the-+™ == .
good. Feunen around here had more fric <% .5
than Mr. Bell. PR

)/

His large family is now scattered far and_ .
across the United States. His descendant: gesgses: *
Monroe City, Missouri area include &
granddaughters Juanita Greenwell Yate
Nellie Ann Greenwell Lanham

This fourgeneration photo from about 1CessE
shows Emory with his father and his samlv St
and grandsonséph Thomas N

3, 1866,
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Mary Alice Bell Beechwood

As if toprove the fertility of the new homestead in Neosha Cou

Mary Alice Eddings, her f
friend.

On January 7, 1891, Mary Alice Bell married William N

Kansas, Mary Alice Bell was born on June 28, 1868, just n
months after the family settled on the land. She was named

at

ckola

Beechwood; the son of another very early settler in Neosho C

Jacob Beechwood. They lived on a farm east of St. Paul, K

known as Beechwood hill. Jacob Beechwood was originally
the Alsacéorraine region of northeastern France. His name was actually Buchholz, w
German for Beechwood. William and Mary Alice Beechwood had six children: Mary C
Viol a, John Jacob, rgE Bueny and AliceaMagdah NOentbéry &
1909 they moved to Coffeyville, Kansas and that is wherevbleeaneldmost of the family is

buried.

The youngest girl died in 1912 at the age of three. The two older girls, Mary and Viola, r
New York City where Mary was an author and Viola an actress. dValgutai@everdale in
1910 but they later divorced and Mary and Viola were inseparable sisters. In 1961 when

in their late 60s they took a trip together to Europe. Both of them were ailing at the t
died while they were in Englaaty died less than two months later.

me a

The three boys all pursued professions. John Jacob was a lawyer and horse trainer. He
York with his sisters for about eleven years before marrying Helen Keras. Emory Edwal

Isabella Coyle abdcame a dociar Bartlesville, OK He was al so
family. George Eugene married Mary Winifred Rapp and lived in Pennsylvania.

Mary Alice Bell Belawood died unexpectedly in M&2h at the age of 57. William Nick
Beechwootived until May 25, 1950For most of their marriage they lived apart.

K n ¢

olas
W.N

Beechwood pursued his mining career in Missouri and elsewhere while Alice s&yed at
writes in her | etter MNawkeow/abays dididkse &one and h

Will loved a crowd so | guess we both have what &e want

Viola Beechwoou

Emory Edwarc iy '
Beechwood, \ {,
George and Mal T x U
Beechwood, No] . 4

Jacob as best mi -~
(Last two phots

A

courtesy  Veronic

Beechwood Curry). g
-
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Rose May Bell Bowles

Born Apil 29, 1870, Rose was the second of what would e}
be seven daughters for Tom and Louise Bell. Rose had
gentle naturdRose was the least likely of all the Bell sibling
say anything disapproving about anyonéAkismigh heeye
began to fail her in later years and her writing speaks of h
she actually lived to be 97 years old! In 1902 she marrie
James Bowles, a member of a neighboring family. Altk
di dngt marry unti
children: Mary Loui se, L e
Timothy and George Charles. Of her three girls, only Leta
married. Leta and Joseph Burns married in 1930 and I
children: Joseph Lane, Rose Mary,Thomas, Margaret Ar
William Robert, Jamest&@uand Virginia Leta BowlBseir son George developed canc
died in 1951 a few months before Bfsbitthday.

Charles and Rose Bowlkest to the Liberal Kansas area in 1911 and farmedredar five

years before moving to Stevens County in 1916. By 1940 he retirediadihbeagsof
their married life at 16 South Jordan Street in Liberal, Kansas. Rose and Charles ¢
50™ wedding anniversary in 1952. They evehéhaddrgy to take a trip to Los Angels
year to visit Rose¢s sisters., Charl e
active andardworkinpnt o hi s 80¢s.

This book contains letters from all three daughters of Charles and Rose Bell Bowles:
Agnes

Leta Gertrude and Ceceli a aPega.
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Susan Agnes Bell Kendrick

February 19, 1872 brought the third daughter to Tor

Louise Bell. Agnes grew up on the Bell homestead in K

stayed there for someopeof time but she eventually wour

in the Monroe City and Shelbina area of Missouhevisester

Gertrude was livingt the age of 32 she married Albert Je

Kendrick (May 18, 1868 Sept ember 8, 1
wife Angie Elliott haded in 1902
of Tuberculosis. Albert and Ar
did not have any children.

t ¢

Albert and Agnes lived on a farm
Shelbina and had seven chilc._...
John Jerome, Mary Alice, Modesta
Angel i ne, Joseph Lambert, Wi |
Stepherlbert. Her three youngeékdrry, Isabel and Steeywound
up in California and she lived with some of them until her de
January 4, 1964 in Los Angeles. She and Albert are buried a
Maryc¢cs Cemetery, Shel biieniaburieLﬂ/li s
with them.

The photograph below was taken in 1930 at the home of Agnes
Albert Kendrick near Shelbina Missouri. Couples, left to right; Ch:e
and Rose Bowles, Albert and Agnes Kendrick, Dell and|Gert
Jarboe.
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Gertrude Lee Bell Jarboe

Gertrude was born April 23, 1874 in the year that would long be

when shewas seiittok e n a n Mi ssour i t|o

of her daughters, since she had so many! So, the poimb&seid

young girl. She moved tesdlis about 1892, maybe latine met
her future husband in Missouri while staying with her Aunt Sally.

remembered for the great plague of grasshoppers that swept acros:
plains. She grew up onBék homestead until she was about 18

SaralSaunders Taylor. Sid and $aljor did not have any children
anditseemsthallga s ked her sister Ljoui

leave her home and many friends in St. Paul and go live with an o
aunt and uncle in Lakenan. She most likely had been to Lakenan
least once before because both of her parents were from the area
they must have gone back to visitt vigaag still quite a change for the

Gertrude married James Adelbert Jarboe on March 1, 1897. Dell Jarboe wdg thath a fam
had homesteaded in Monroe County Missouri in the 1830s. Dell and Gertrude had nine chils

all girls: Bernadette, Lucille (died at five
months), Frances, Anna Lou, Rosalie,
Lillian, Kathleen, and JosephiBernadette
and Lucille welsorn in Missourin 1901, ~ = W I 1y
the young family moved to North Dakomsy P g sl / ,
homestead. They lived in Hope ND ©
where Frances was born and then settl
proved out a claim near Mandan ND. |,
Lou was born in St. Paul, Kansas
Gertrude was visitingr Iparents. Rosalie ¢
Della were born on the homestead in |
Dakota. In 1910, the family moved bac
their home south of Lakenan, Missouri, \
the athree I|ittle |
Josephine were born.

Her youngest sister Anna Laucdewn al =
letter July 4, 19525/ r e me mb e &
your mother. She was gay and sweet an
wanted to be amicable. The Bell girls
very plain bunch and she was smallest &
looking. Papa who was blue eyed, white
black hair saicshe was most like IS8
Pennsylvania Dutch Mother, whose nan

P U/ Ui 8/7755 b xbr.whr xhr 3B <z xir xdr xbz vby vhr wbr sz wbz xbr vi7 h7 viz iy xir vl xdy <iraly oy J

\ I" |
MONROE CITY, j@\wamx\ MISSOURI, ¥
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Louise Catherine Bell McAndrew Volmer

Loutie, as she was always called, had more than her sh
luck during her lifefter she was born February 23, 1877.
dated John McAndrew for more than five years befc
married in October 26, 1910. They had one daughter G
on June 25, 1913, but John died March 16, 1918 at the
49 of skin cancer. John McAndsas one of six childr
orphaned when their parents both died in one week
Roycroft family raised John and his brother Patrick, as
were their own children. His adopted family includec
Roycroft. John and Agnes hosted parties tagsiilangs ir
their teens and early twenties.

Loutie was the only one of the Bell siblings to remain ar
Paul, Kansas. She had taken in her father Tom Bell it
three years after her mother died and when Tom could |
live alone on tHarm. She managed the maintenance
farm and kept it rented out until 1941.

On October 26, 1937, at the age of 60,

fancied Joe Volmer as her boyfriend way back in 1891 but many yearsiheel thassed

oe

had grown up on the farm adjoining the Bell homestead to the North. Joe had marri

Roycroft in 1903 and they had three daughters, Ruth [Munding], Olive [Casey] and E

thel |

Agnes had also died in 1@i®ernicious anenaiad Joe had raised the three girls. Ong of |

daughters and her husband, Ray and Ethel
1941. The Grillots kept the farm until 1963.
Loutie¢g¢s daughter Gerhth

it was a source of great worry for a decade.
Volmer, who was already 63 when she married
not well. He died on March 15, 1942, leaving
widow for the second time.

Loutie continued to live in St. Paul until her deg
1952. She liked to play bridge and was active in
church activities but otherwise seemed to live a g
life.

The picturenereshows Gertrude McAndrew with
mother Loutie about 1918 ¥919. This could hal
been about the time that John McAndrew died.

Volr

Grillot, bought the Bell homestead when Loutie spld it

ru

tuberculosis in 1941. Although she eventually recover:

And
him,
her

ath in
the |o

lirly q

1 her
ve
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Thomas LeFevre Bell

Emory was already thirteen years old and-hiethalf Willi¢
sisters.

Tommy we to California as a young man b&@fy@. Initially
he worked as a farm laborer in Filesh®09 he married M3

where he was listed as an Internal Revenue Clerk. H
Oakland at the time his mother died in 1914 and was ng
get home for the funeral. His 1918 Draft Registration

Laura Bell would join him in the San FranciscHareaaine

1%

When Tom Bell was born October 29, 1879, his nearest brother

was seventeen. So Tommy Bell gresoupdad by his seven

ry

Virginia Fisher and they had two sons, Emmett and@hdgyd.
lived in Fresno at first where he worked for the government anc
she was roimg a boarding house. By 1912 they were in Qakland

e lived i
t able to
ists his

occupation ag barber and in 1920 census he is listed as a
government storekeepdy 1919, his youngest sister Anna

d

in the Oakland and Berkeley CA area with his occupation listed as barberdovotenksis an

until at leas1938. In May1941 he went to Camp San Luis Obispo as a barber for the
Army Training Center and compleféild Draft Registratian San Luis Obispo.

Little else iknown about his life duringgbgodf thelate §
1930s and early 1940sTommy Bell died in 1943 at t
age of 63. His passing is enigmatic; as the readers
from the notes his sister wrote and copied at the tir
seems to have had some sort of nervous breakd
refused to tell thedpatal anything about himself in the
before he died. He was buried in San Luis Obispo w
of his wifeg¢s family was
There are no letters
this collection from hi
and his siblings ve
rarely mention his na
8 Nevertheless, his wic
% and sons remained

¥ contact with some of t _
© family after his death.

His son Lloyd became a Doctor and his wife Mary
California after he died.

These 1921 photographs show Tom and Mary Bell w
sons lmett and Lloyd

expandir

lived in

jith their
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Ellen Nora Caroline Bell Cavanaugh

Nora was a sweet natured woman born September 25, 1881.

married Bernard Francis Cavanaugh in 1906. He was the son|of ar
early homesteader, John Joseph Cavanaugh. John Cavanaugh wa
Ireland and migrated to Kansas in 18609.

Bernard and Nora never had any children. They lived in Idaha, ther
Francisco for a while and finally in Los Angeles. Bernard died in 1
and Nora lived with her
sister Agnes most of t
time until she diedh i
1956. She missed h
beloved Bernard terribly but kept herself bus
volunteer work for the Red Cross and

charities. Nora considered her husband Ber
be among the sweetest, kindest humans w
lived. A few months before she diedhal ¢
vision of Bernard coming to see her. She w
January 1956 / dong¢t worry
always take care of me. He visited me h
before Christmas, came up the steps, so | kn
looking after me. Annie says | am aratyike to
be crazy I f | can se.

Ber nar enipce May 6Grave provides
photo of the John Cavanaugh family. Bernarc
youngest boy in the photograph. He has aln
same expression on

his face in a 1941 photograph with iNdras Angeles.

' Nora was particularly <cl olse

and wanted Annie to move to Los Angeles to be with her. A
held out, preferring her life alone in San Francisco but fine
moving down to Los Angeles late in 1955.

i When Annie finally did come down to Los Angeles, she ha
= stroke after a few months and died in May 1956. This was
unexpected that Annie was buried in the grave next tg Bert
% When Nora herself died in November that year, she was buri
top of Anne. Sadly, no one ever even put the date of death
Noracs tombstone. And no| m
These two childless women w
have the photos and letters saved by their nieces.
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Anna Laura Bell

Anna Laura Bell was born January 31, 1884, thE Tash @n

Louise Bellg¢gs children. T
at the age of 19 and moved first to Kansas City for fifteen
then to San Francisco in 1919 for most of the rest of her |
spent the last few months of henlif®s Angeles living with
sisters Aggie and Nora. Her sisters always knew her a

Anna Laura was a selfantwoman who earned her living
vari ety of
and providing housekeeping services. She also sewed an(
for sale. She seems to have worked hard and made a dec
herself, but most of all she seemed to relish her indepen
never married.

Annie tended to write about money, possessions and about her fluctuating weight. &/
1937 letter to Josephine Jarboe&ittmaty r S/ st er Anna [ n Cal i
ci rcumference her, Sso we c¢ &Anmieefteswriteyabaalt:
cost of various items and is quick to shgpentwer of how other people are spending thei
foolishly. Thanks to her obsession with the cost of things, wefiratr@andagcounts abg
the cost of I|iving in the 1940c¢s and
financially, Annie herself writes as if she is always pinching pennies. She was mos
who held her money tightly and had more than she would acknowledge.

She writes at times with abietdegree of anange and sarcasm although herwatermsqua
capable of stating their own quibbles. It is quite amusing to read the letters writter
telling their various opinions about the actions of the other sisters. She was close
Nora and seemed to have the mogtdoitioism for her sister Agnes, who was twelve ye
and for &athe Kendricksa in general

She was close to her n

Bernadette Jarboe, ha

been with Gertrude at

time of Ber g P
e -

This 1938 photograph (Ea= TRt

Anna Laura Bell in ;%.:‘;i.. o '

Francisco shows her at @&
age of 54. She seei&is:
quite confident and
control of her world.

P Rhinsac s

Anna but she often wrote her own name as simply Laura Be

)
hi s
years an
fe. She
her

S Annie
3.

in a

waynstorghsesawdi ke cdhga

1 made i
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186117 1899 The Bell Family Begins
A Tragic Start

John Thomas Bell was the son of Rob¢1i8B&éi[L875) and Mary Pullia(@806-1864). He
had an older sister Susanna Gertrude/t®elnarried John Thomas Jarhoegli$lIbrothe
William Bell was said to have joined QuaiRalderand was never heard from again. H
younger sister Mollie Belh o marri ed Wil liam Smith.

Bell had come from Ireland a young boy around 1772. They lived in Kentucky i
migrated to northeast Missouri before John Thomas was born on June 1, 1840.

According to family folklore, John Thomas Bell first saw Aliceviddehngjse was 16 an
was 19. He sai d, aThatc¢s t he Januaryl29186% im
Monroe County, MO. She was 17 and he was 20 at the time of the wedding. They
child, William Robert Beft October 14, 1862 in Old Clinton, MO.

Sadly, when the second son came along, both the mother and child diecom Zrimkell&ith

1864. The obituary for Alice Eddings Bell is very p@gdaotiching.

She is buried in St. Peters Cemalemh Fork near Lakenan, MO.
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Obituary

Died, in Shelby coynobn the 27nitime, Mrs. Mary Alice Bell, wife of John T. B
the 2F'year of her ad¢er sickness was violent from the first, and soon develo
symptoms, from which the best attention could not alleviate. In a few day:
loved hebest were gathered around her grave to witness the sad rites of
burial. From which we turn with a sorrowing heart to view the past. It is at tl
we view the closing scenes of thig li$eat this moment we realize the houringp
a it is at this moment we feel the great blank left us by death! Ah! That bl
seriously felt, but we have a hope beyond the grave. Yes, friends, Allie ha
gently yielded her soul to the God that gave it. This has passethtooatdimsd
i f e, one who in the full bl oom of
this world; but entered with a full hope of a life immortal in the next. She |
husband, one child, disconsolate parents and numerous Vireamdsyér her ea
demise. She was in life an obedient daughter, an affectionate wife and indu
and beloved by all that knew her. In our hearts we mourn our departed frie
should we weep when we believe that she has gornégoreoeised reward offe
by the Saviour of manki nd: a Come
prepared for you.a Yes, she has of
justly merits. For she can smile upon earth and in tiogtaphéapr

Oh, heartless storm, | smile on thee, Thus beating on my withered breast

To death | meekly bend my Kknee. Fo
And yet, dearest sister; from those splendors there, Wilt thou not sometimes
Andforuswatome Eden air, On earthg¢gs da
And wilt thou not when we must win

Meet us with a kind ministering A sweet and tender smile?

And on thy struggling brothers here, Send such sweet influence down,

That we can surelytbgesphere, And bless thy fadeless crown.

That we may bravely meet each pea
el

I
And emi d the deepest agony, Fe t

After her death, John Thomas Bell knew he needed a mother for his young son
Louise Saundevas close friend of Mary Alice Eddings and is said to have been the I
their wedding. She was considering |

Willie. |
ridesmai
ol ni

widower, she agreed. They were married September 19, 1865. They liethmadhealfak a

while and their first child, Joseph Emonyd3etiorn there a year later, September 18, 18

Louise Saunders Bell was Beptember 20, 1843 in Missouri. Her parents were Le
Saunderand Susan Rebecca Gough.

66.

wis Cas:

18 Dear Sister PrairieQueens.com



A New Beginning in Kansas

In 1867 the young Bell family headed to Southeast Kansas for a new start. It is nat knc
exactly caused them to make this choice but, according dd pap®stehe bought a clgim in
August 1867 and moved the family there in October 1867. The place they moved

originally called Osage Mission and later became St. Paul. It is in Neosho County and th
River is not far from the homestead khepodhe homestead he took up was an abandagned «

that someone else had stdteddland they settled on was part of the Canville Treaty
with the Osage Indiabsi nk t o John Thomas Bell ¢s H
http://prairiequeens.com/images/Documents/JT_Bell _Homestead.htm

Family stories say that when they were moving from Lakenan MCthe amsg3a)Villie Bell

dropped the silverware out dédhk of thevagorone by one so he could find his way bac
He would have been five years old at the time.

of 1¢
D ME

k hor

We dong¢gct know whi ch happmareda Wiliam Smandthey .

also lived in St. Paul, Kansas.

About nine months after they moved to Kansas, they had their firsindaugét2s, 186¢
They named heary AlicéBellin honor ohis first wife Mary Alice Eddings.

So began a long effort to establish their homestead and make a new life.

Here is an undated photo of the Bell homiekistlikely about 1870.

- i
-

- .

WJ

PrairieQueens.com Dear Sister 19


http://prairiequeens.com/images/Documents/JT_Bell_Homestead.htm

Plat Book for St. Paul, Kansas
oot tradoragt 8 |

This plabook from about 1905 shows the location of many of the places important to the E
family in St. Paul , Kansas. 1) the Oc¢Del

family homestead, 4) the Lizzie Duling family home, girlhood friendidd Belf, 5) the

original Beechwood homestead, later owned by William N and Mary Alice Bell Beeghwood, |

Francis Catholic church, 7) the section in which the Roycrofts had originally |
homestead of Timothy Bowles where Charles &ovesedy

Note the winding Neosho River in the map. There were many terrible floods o

ved, 8)

ver the

especially in July 1885 and June 1904. Evemhaeil of the land across the road from the Tom
Bell homestead was turned into the Neosho Wildlife Area under the Kansas Department of W

and Parks. Sections 19, 20, 29, 30 and 32 are part of this area.
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The Bell Family Grows

As the family madéwang on their homestead they continued to add more children.
RoseéVlay Bell was born April 29, 1870,

Susan AgnésA g Bdll ea& born February 19, 1832

Gertrudé.ee Bellwa born April 23, 1874.

We can get a good sense of their daily lives and the concerns they had from vari
news in their local paper.

AUQUSt 12- 18'74N§\osho Coundpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll O16b .
The devastation in neulestern Kansas. | have been out nearly two weeks of this ve

dry weather, which has been exceedingly unpleasant. For the first few days all ¢
comment were directed to the drouth, now eyag/tbiIRASSHOPPER few days agq
perfect cloud of these pests came in the shape of foraging parties and took without
left vouchers for indemnity. All middle men have been disposed of as they gathereq
Whole fields of cohave been stripped in a few hours, leaving the heavy part of the §
shorn of their valuables, as clean as could be done with a knife; and not one field h
from a few milezast of Framart to as far west as we can hearThiemcourse appears
from northwest to soutbast. If they should keep their present course, the farmers ra
City will receive a visit from them and when the advance guard comes, let them pref
stalk of corn and their fruit trete®ped.

We dongt know i f the plague of grassh

were certainly on gudido weeks later another article appeared about the grasshoppe

Olathe south of Kansas City. At least they $@mde of humor about impending doom.

AUQUSt 26: 184. [Neosho Coundpurnal, BEnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll O16b
GRASSHOPPERS, G/l enwood, Kansas, Augus.i

came this way Saturday morning and weehavea ny I dea how | on(
A delegation of boys met them half way, and walloped them with clubs, but it was I
grinned and hopped along. Your humble servant got one wedged between two hol
through vih a crowbar, but that was not enough, | got upon a beer keg and lifted up n
the mititude sayingd?oll on, thowlark infernal horde,; lglegged imps of Hades, Best
Sat ancs bandlet oy turoatdhes adhg theyd on¢ct seem t o

It is aweltknowrfact that the very elements, and even the chinch bugs themselves cq
anything farmers cultivate in this country, and of course it stands to human reason
way to get rid ofagshoppers, is to cultivate them as a vegetable. Therefore, as
appointed a committee of three to draft a set of resolutions on this subject, | respect,
following:

WHEREAS, We have reason to believe that these infernal inseassiessy and
WHEREAS, We are of the unanimous opinion that if we sow a crop of them the ch
worry and muss over them, t he clowds with cdhop wi
spots and great chunks of lightning on therafdrfe be it

OUS ¢

1y W
onve,
D a
requ
(for 1
talk
as es
0 be
wnd
Dare |

0 go
/Ses
1V VO
fed a
r

DNSPIl
that

! ha
fully ¢

inch
atelr |

PrairieQueens.com Dear Sister 21



RESOLVED, That time is money, and that we plant them in furrows from three to fi
with a layer of railroad ties on each furrow to insure quick growth.

RESOLVED, That premiunof $2 50 and th&ansas Farmbe given at the next far the
best half bushel of grasshoppers not over two yeark afcagedance with the bylaw:
constitution | have hereunto caused my great seal to be prefixed or words to that effe

Another topic of interest in 1874 was the resolutioavediat lover the rights and owners
the homestead lands in Osage Mission. The railroad companies had tried to have
landthat the homesteaders had settled

AUQUSt 26: 184: [Neosho Coundpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll ©65] ] .
GREAT VICTORY GAINED! The Osage Ceded Land Case Decided in Favor of |

Thirty Thousand People Happy.

The great case of the Settlers against the Railroads for the title to and possessic
Ce@d Lands known I n the courts as 4dTh:
Texas railway com@anyand t he same against the 4
companyd Ul ast week has be e nhepeepleiamtiader
those companies.

Thousands upon thousands of industrious and hardy pioneers who have settled up:
these lands are thus made happy in the assurance that law and equity, as well as th
God, are on theside and that the great battle which they have so unflinchingly wageaq
them, the toiling representing labor against a giant wrong, has at length ended in &
the hard and utterly selfish corporations which sought to crusissens digpm of these h
where centered all that is dear to human sentiment.

Louise CatherigeL o WBellivas &orn February 23, 1877,
Thomas.eFevre Belwas born October 29, 1879,

Ellena N o Caalide Bellwas born September 25, 1881 and finally
Anna Laur&ell was born January 31, 1884.

JUIV 9. 1885[:Neosho Coungpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll O16P

The Flood. The NeosRiverhas probably never celebrated the glorious Fourth of Jul)
any other national holiday with more damaging effect than the past fourth. The ral
falling last Wednesday evening, and scarcely ceased owigai&yl/at ele rclock The
waters commenced coming up from Thursday afternoon until Sunday noon, wher
higher than it has been for many years, many of the oldest settlers believing to hav
that time than ever before known.

The loss to farmers and people living in the Neosho Valley is almost beyond compu
the wheat crop, which was good in the valley, was still standing out when the flood ¢
away. All the corn on the bottom lands will be eestedyed. The people living in th
bottoms were all driven from their homes.

During the high water last Wednesday one of our citizens refused to let another ¢
boat to go down the river bottom to rescue his brother and family. Wethink ma n ¢
the size of a chigger. Erie Journal

There is considerable difference of opinion as to the depth of the recent rainfall that |
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three feet above high water mark. Some say eight inches and other say as hiys’sa&(lﬁeen na
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Alva Clark says one of his neighbors claims that he left an orgjaldon jadf out the nigh

the heavy rain and it was rained full.

Willie Bellrecalled this flood in a letter to Gertrude Jarboe dated October 48/ 19441
Old Neoshaviverhad been out of its banks 4 times this summer, it almost makes me

home like it was in 18&moryand | had the time of our lives swimming and almost Iy
h

waterfol 0 days I n July 1885, but It was

September 15, 188Willie BellmarriedMartha Frances SmithJasper, MQHe workdfor the

railroad in ReplikMissouri

May 15. 1890E05age Missidlournal, BnsaStateHistoricaSociety Roll 017D
PeterTaymansafter spending the winter with his family, left for Colorado Tuesaay.

absent until midghinter[He is the fath@f Nellie Taymans who married Emory Bell.]

July6,1890Nel | i e Taymans writes sin Gertrud

May the morn of thy life be joyous, and happy. The noontide Bright and peaceful, i

gloriously hopefus the wish of your friend, Nellie Taymans. Osage Mission Kans.

[ of

wish
ed In
ar

He v

e

and 1

L \ o
’lx'
/\' ¢ o / ¢ / s .’
WS S
) /’(J" e il
. ?F { A g
,/ : //{ /6 / il /) o4 e
7 /H/j y P y 2
/{ AT/ Z /v/(‘ /
Qi 26 gfcriead 4
Fa ’f,
} (A :
PrairieQueens.com Dear Sister 23



December 21, 1990:er e s a

-~

[N ey
| 3 oy oy =

B 2,

Smith writes iIin her

My Dear Cousin,

We may write our names in Albums
We may trace them in the sand

We may chistbem in marble

With a firm and skilful hand

But the pages are soon tarnished
Soon each page will fade away
Every monument will crumble

As all earthly hopes decay

But dear Gertie there is an Album
Full of leaves of snowy white
Where no names arerdarnished
But forever pure and bright

/I'n the book of [ i fe
May your name be wrote with care
And may all who herewith write
Have their names recorded there.
/s the wish of your cousin Teresa

Teresa Smithawss t he daughter of Tom Bell ¢s
Paul, KS, also. These undated photos show Mollie Bell Smith and Wéitl [8meiiand

first

Go

S

¢ s
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January 7, 1891: Wedding of Alice Bell and William N. Beechwood

[Osage Missidiournal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll O16B

Married- Wednesday morning fan. 71 8 91 at 8 oc¢cl ock at
ceremony was performed that Mriel/m. Beealood anaMiss Alice Belln the holy bon
of matrimony. Mr. Beechwood is an enterprising young farmer east of the city and
daughter of J.T. Bell. The youngeaguplorth on the voyage of life with the well wig
congratulations of their many friends and the Journal for a long and happy life.

According to her sisters, Alicec¢cs weddi

January 16, 1891pe Volmerrites in theutograph book of his neigi@entrude Bell

Friend Gertrude,

SOt lbirot . May you be happy eacl,
y Y ofyour life.

e it ARG Get a good husband
_ /s .. ... makeagood wife.
R Sl S Osage Mission Kans.

J A Volmer
Jan the 16, 1891

One of her daughters |
| wroteon this§ Sh e d
4 Vit it i gl t his. &

January 21, 189IMarnyVolmerl J oe Vol me r GertrudeiBallawdograph booki

Friend Gertrude, (Dgcere. Wustvare el

May peace attend you all ) A L 5 G 21 SOV
aays 3 /

And sorrow be a stranger 8 |

May heaven guide youuréi 3 W ’/,,,ff:",'f- e wites / Yoy 2
Al shi - E Yoy #réiin e i s feditromd
And shield my friend fro - Torid Al vy Peiertdl frcevid
aanger = clasegiily
Your Schoolmate and friena | = J
Mary Voolmer | ;/& ol edoerminde by plke
Osage Mission, Kans s
Jan 21, 1891

/,'( (AN //, .,‘44‘
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March 21, 1891Agnes Belvrites in autograph book of her sister Gertrude.

My Deabister,
Hearts good and true have
wishes few

In narrow circles bounded

ml‘. M Mafi

k Bs o, st ,&_,,g, f”’“ And hope that lives on what
Nl ,-/Mdm» ,wé’A» il wwwdwﬂ God gives
"0 st v vl Is christian hope well founded

g”““l e _,vt,b a(

- Ch’ R é‘ﬁ‘l,_ M-{% wu /\‘;‘uﬂ'ﬂ'

Dot e Hammpds #5 Ah ma?‘t Q
' %«zt’ a(f(&Mufdf,u nes co e ’

Small things are best, grief and
unrest
To rank and wealth are given
But little things on little vg&

i

e /lr o * Q eets .
@,,.,7 AR / Bear little souls to heaven
.,@, > /m - Your loving Sister
Agnes Bell

. “=ndl ..
BV SRR Osage Mission, Kans

About 1892: Bell Homestead

This photo of the Bell homestead is not daleairimy Bellvas born in October 1879. So |f he
Is n his early teens in the photo, the picture would have been taken around 1892.
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February 5, 1893:izzie Dulingvrites in autograph book of Gertrude Bell. Lizzie was a
and friend of the Bell girls.

Dear Gertie,
Some [lle token ¢
regard,
You wish from me
claim

f/ N T But as time
LRI AT G ) 2l resndl pressing hard
: ! will but write m
‘ L/-« P name.

¢ , i Lizzie Duling
e R . s Feb 5, 1893

RSl & il rng Sh et

iy | w .
..?/_(1![},,,‘ /&5 .‘,’/,// 4 {x) g7,

January 17, 1894&Rose Belwrites in autograph book of her sister Gertrude:

My Dear Sister

We are drifting
down [ 7 fe / / '
Each one acting b .

their part 5 : {
Never showing s 78 Lo

our faces L = ‘ S

What we carry | /i ¢ : ‘ &
our hearts = I

Yours Lovingly &

Rose May Bell ..
1/17, 1894 Aol ) \

)f

neig

o

4

Link to the complete autograph book of Gertrude Jarboe with mangeagieesdy St. Paul,

KS, areahttp://prairiequeens.com/publications/Friend_Gertrude.pdf
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June 13, 1894 Wedding of Emory Bell and Nellie Taymans

BELL-——'I‘AY):A% =On Wednesdny,
I)uuu 13, Mr. J. Emory Bell, the popu-
ar young ped‘wqozue of Mission town-
|ship, and Miss Ellen F. Taymans, the
beautiful aud accomplished daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. P, V. Taymans, were

in ‘St. Francls’ church; Rev. Father
Sebastian officiating. The church was
weu fillgd with relatives and friends
to witness. the caremonies Just as
the organ pealed forth: the wedding
march, the bridal couple marched' up
the aisle to the altar, where the nuptial
ties that made them one for 1ifé. were
fastened,: After ‘thé” ceremOny the
bridal couple drove to the home of W,
N Beechwood, where an. appetizing
breakfast awaited -them.. ‘From there
they proceeded to the resndence of the
bride’s parents where a few relatives
of ‘the contractlnz parties had assemb]-
ed to partake of the bouutiful repast
which, was prepared for their special
benefit. Thé table raxrly groaned un-
der its weight ofdelicious delicacies,to
which ail present did ample justioe in
lightening its burden. After the table
was clearéd away. the afterncon was
spent in- amusements for both old and
young, such as music, swinging and
croquet. At about five o'clock the
table was ugain spread—this time with
that Inxury eveiyone emoys on a warm
summer eveningvxce-creqm and cake.
The guests then took their departure,
after wishing the- bride aud groom a
bappy and prosperoﬁs yoyage over life’s
stormy sea, They received quite a
number of useful and ornamental pres-
ents, including a bandsome rocking
chair presented by the Hayseed clab.

- The happy pair left Thursday night
for Republie, Mo., to spend their boney
‘tmoon with W. R. Bell and family. .

3 ~ OXE WHO WAS THERE.

+

united in the holy’ bonds of. matnmqny»

-

Euarerprise

" Mo. 1827, ‘
‘/ L’ Johnson Asenne,

PARSONS, KANSAN,

Art Rooms,

-

The picture was taken aroun€ll118r 1892 of
Gertrude, Rose Bell and Nellie Taymans stand
Agnes Bell sittingn a July 4, 1952 letter written
Anna Laura Be8he says thate / / / glig 81s
photo]was what she wore as bridesmaid
Al il ce¢s dr eMe/l Iwaesg sbrilo
had changed it a little with the black lace. H
[ Nel |l i e¢s] weddi ng dl
Teresa Smith.

ing with
by

dr e
n Alice.
rWanw s
ler own
ress
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January 1893illie Bell writes in autograph book of his sister Gertrude.
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Willie Bell was the station manager drépeiblic, MO station on the Frisco railway. The
below, taken around 1898, shows his wife &attlapghter Alicenahe left and him on t

bicycle. Other people on the platform are not known. Alice was born in 1891 so the
on her estimated age of about seven in this photo.
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Photo of Gertrude Smith,i st er of aVvi | | |
Mattie, and their daughter Alice May Bétie was born
in November 1891 and Gertrude in February 1885 so
this photo is estimated to be around 1895.

The photo below is of | Wil

Republic, Missouri.atile, Gertrude Smith, Alice sitting

. on stool and Willie standing. The address for this house is
- unknown and the census does not give that detail. They

- were living in Republic in the 1900 Federal Census but

| had moved to Greenfield, MO by 1910. Willi:moedt

to work for the rail road.

Willie and Mattie had two sons born before Alice|but the
, two sons had died young with both of them gone py 1892.
It is believed the boys were burigttafiord Cemetery
near Jasper, MO. Mattie and Willie were also buried there.
It is now out in the country and not well marked.
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Sometimdefore 1895he sister of Louise Bell, Sadynders Tay]asked to have omehe
girls come live with them in Missouri. Gertrude was the one chosen. Anna Laura

July 4, 1952 / remember the Bunch discussing it when Aunt Sally wrote Mother for one
girls. Gertie was elected. | know she was thererégoyeatt probably more. She and\Mau
Saundergere great friends. She came home in the fall for a visit with homefolk before he
wedding, Monday Marct/n ¢ | e § pavdGefiia & hose. Her wagdiress was dove

grey and Mr. Jarboe had built a home for them. When she came home in the fall [
wedding] she began going out with Joe. \We#rmesked her if she was engaged but she gave h
evasive answer. We knavahted to marry Gertie for old Mrs. VVolmer asked her to spend a
with them but Gertie then told Joe she would be married soon. He was hurt. She did not
Papa when sh& went to Mo. Possible because he was out west [with his brother C
Idaho/Montanaj. He proposed on tfekatd and she was very happy.

~ | Photo about 1897 d¥laude Saundessd Gertrude Be
~ Maude and Gertrude were |se
~ William Henry Saunders bei
| mother Mida Louise Saunders Bklaude was one of |the

bri desmaids at Gertrudecgs

Saunders was a flower girl. Maude was about five years yc
than Gertrude. Maude and Leta were the daughters of Wil
Henry Saunders and hi®sd wife Henrietta Broughton. His
first wife Georgia Ann Saunders was his first cousin an
sister of Maria Louise Saunders Bell.

- Maude later married Harry Buckman who was a groomsm:
the wedding. Other attendants were Albert Vaughin, frienc
Del, and Loretta Reid, his first cousin. Lucille Bowling,
daughter of his first cousin Albert ThomainBowas the
other flower girl.

Photo of the home D
Jarboe had built fq
them near Lakenag
MO. They lived the
1897 &4 1901 and the
1910 4 1927.
Bernadette and Luci
were born here befq
they moved to ND a
then Lillian, Kathlee
and Joseplamwere bor
here when they mo
back from ND.
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February 1897Agnes Roycroftrites in autograph book of her friend Gertrude who i
ready to go back to Missouri to get married. Six yeagséaRmycroft marriekbe Volmer

- T -,
——— .

B
: X ) > St Paul Kans. Feb 10, 18
%, S ‘orlee L. .. MyDear Gertie,
RS & e My greatest desire is
}}? /(/ 5Ts ﬂ/& Bilis ot el o loih A oo future happiness and succ
Bl ¢ ¢ b Your Loving Chum
i = g \? g ( @ ‘(, VAL QLLAA Agg/e R.
; ﬁiﬁ 1y : 2 7. ~ Ever remember our good |
: i}ifj}{' s KKV i ( e " and the horse back ride ol
Q I i~ - 10 Feb.
il e
\\gj). 2 7 ‘ / ‘o : e
{;&:/ FER LA AN “ _‘W/ ’(ﬁ’hw i 4 Gesn /d‘z';?

Fe.bruarv 1&897 [Neosho Countjournal, EnsaStateHistoricaSociety Roll S112
Miss Gertie Béillas gone to Shelbina, Missouri.

March 1, 1897: Gertrude Bell Marries James Adelbert Jarboe
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Gertrudeavas almost 23 and Del was 27 yeavgeokdhow from letters that her wedding dress w

dove grey.

Married, by Father Sullivan at the
Catholic church in Lakenan Mondny
March 1at, Miss Gortie Bell Lo Mr.
Dellf Jarhol, Attendants Mr. Haorry
Buckman, Miss Maude S;\'ﬁdom, Mr.
All;wrt Vaughin and Miss Loretta
Reed. Flower girls, Miszes Lucilo
{Bowling and Leta szndr‘m.

St. Rose of Lima Catho
Church, Lakenan, MO.

$Dtember 16-. 189[Kléosho Counfpurnal, Knsa&ateHis_toricaBoc.iety Roll S172 .
J.T. Beland wife have gone to Clapper, Migsspend a few weeks at their old home.

Their youngest datey Anna Lauravent with them. She writes in a July 4, 1952 letter :
dnhen Father, Mother and | came in the fall to visit them Gertie who was a fine cob
food cake and Damson pl um[Saundersjeautifuieheme
and at Wil |l Saunders and your Grandpa
fnval i d. Dear Mi ss Amanda nfbadswdlascbotir

houseful of company all the ti me. Mr s|.

lived there a

OCtOber 21. 1897[Neosho Coungpurnal, Knsastatel-jistoricasociety Roll S112 ) . ) )
J.T. Belland wife areome from Shelbina and other points in Missouri where they)

spending a few weeks with old fijéhes. youngest dauglAana Laurdad also gone with

them but she stayed in Missouri until the following March. She stayed witetirrdsBed
Jarboeduring the period when their first child Bernadette was born December 14.]

December 9. 1897l\ieosho Coundpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S112

about
k ma
pbl/e

fos a

had

Mark J. Jarba# northhwest Missouri was the aqiféss unclel. T. Belyesterday. Mr. Jarboe was
on his way to Texas where he expects fp baate. o f J SusannaBBellhd ngagieds i
John Thomas JarboeJll Jarboe was a lmotof Joseph M. Jarlbdese salames Adelbert

Jarboenarried had married Gertrude Bell March 1, 1897.]

Ja_nuarv 6-_ 1898|'\|eosho Counﬂpurna[, KnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S112
Miss Loutie Belland). Karleskirate turkey 8r s . RWNewdeas.f t ¢ S

The new year dawned with a broad smile on théViAteBeechwaod t ¢ s a t
[Named EmondEwar d 4Ni ckyd Beechwood. ]
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Januarv 13- 189&\ieosho Coundpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S112 )
Will Smith, of St. Paul is visitidgl. Belh n d f ami | y. [ HesMolaeq d

Mrs. T. Bowless still on our sick list and is but little improved. [Mo@rfearlgs Bowles/ha
married Rose Bell.]

W.N. Beechwodeft Friday foDuenwegVlo. To seek his fortune. [He and his, Wifee Bel
Beechwood lived apart much of their marribdtehat he leaves less than two weeks
birth of his latest chjld.

Miss Agnes Bellisted in Erie last week, the gudét. @nd Mrsl.E. [Emory] Bell.
The following young folks from this vicinity attended Literary at Cleveland Friday eve

Laura Sevart, Mayme, Kate and Maggie CaskegutindBell and Messrs Jim Casey
Beechwood, F. Sevart, Chris Beogdoe Sevart

Ja!']uarv 20- -:Lsgﬁieosho Counfipurnal, EnsastateHistoricalSociety Roll S112
Misses Loutie and Nora BeiWilbern Traylow i/ s i/ t ed at Mr . Beecd

Miss Aggie Roytltravas agreeably surprised last Thursaay evening by a number of he

following were present: Misses Mary Héanam,  SevarRose, Agnes and Loutie, Bédry

VoimerandLizzie Dulingand Messrs Joe dpolin Volmerioe Hermakd Beechwood, Fr:
SevartWillbern Trayloand Dr. Duling.

January 27, 189ﬁieosho Coundpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S112

/.

MissMary Volmers visiting at Gouvians this wegd
[Shewas a fr i end ofictur® show 7}: E .. |
the November 1899 weddingJake Gouviaand }f_a o f ; ;

Mary Volmér v 'ﬁ (&

Mr . Jake Gouvian foun
Sunday.

Miss Rose Bedpent fie first of the week with i
parents. A

Wilburn Traylorof McCune is the guest of Miss /=
Her man. [A Ffriend of
autograph book amsow,like
wat er down the tater |

Miss Agnes Bedl in Erie this week assisiiy Bell
in his office. [As clerk of Neosho County.]

The Beechwood Mining Gave struck a rich vei
lead abuenwefpMo.]

/
after the

2ning.: M
0, W.

h wo c

by friends

ank

Vo

He
eve
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MarCh 3. 1898[Neosho Counﬂpurnql, KnsastateHistO(icalSociety Roll S112 )
Mr. and Mrs. Fowler and Miss Mary Wimsatt were gifeselbainhdl family Swulay.

Mr. and Mrs. Bedhd daughtaRose and Loutiesited in Erie Tuesday, the gueiis. dell
The following were entertainadigs Agnes RoycraiidJohn McAndrefiunday eveniiiss

Loutie Belbnd Laura Sevart, and Messrs Fabian Athell, [Arckett, Joe Redinger, Joe $Seval

Neal Duling, and Joe Herman.

MarCh E_lsgs['l\leosho Counfpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S112

Anna Belfetirned home last week after a pleasant six months visit witMterkigfiedarboe

at North Fork, Mghe had gone out there with her parents in the fall before Bernade
in December 1897 and stayed U =i .

spring.]

One evening last weelNeal Duling
and sisters were coming home
church the horse gave a suddef
throwingMiss Lizzieo the grouna
The buggy ran over her but fortur,

she was not badly hilizzie was
Gertrude Bel IThis
photo from 1896 showizzie Duling
andAgnes Roycrdft

JUIV %_1898[Neosho Counfpurnal, BnsaStateHistoricaSociety Roll S113
J.E. [Emory] Bedihd wife we over from Erie Sunday. Mr. Bell has made the best cl

court NeoshDountyever had, without exceptions.

JUIV 2_11_1898[Neosh0 Coundpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S113

tte w

erk o

J. E. [Emory] Beihd family of Erie addl. Belknd &mily visited witdrs. W. N. Beechwood

Sunaay.

Mr s . W. N. haBse leecameviogbrehedslast Wednesday evening and made a
get away burdd Beechwood being somewhat of an expert driver stopped the horse
had broken a shatft.

Charles Bowlasis perambulating at Bell valley Sunday evening. [Courting Rose Bell.

AUQUSt 4- ;ngf\leos_ho Counﬂ]'JurnaI,'KnsgﬁateHistoricngociety Roll S113 . .
C. [Cornelius] Dulirand sistdrizzieentertaied a crowd of their young friends Thursaay

among those present were.: Master Ed Beechwood and Misses Maggie and Mary GI
and Rosa Severt, Estella [Amga Belbnd Pearl Beechwood.

W.N. Beechwoaglurned t®uenwegWlo. Saturday.

gooa
but n

~

even
ant, |
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AUQUSF 25, 189&Neosho Counipurnal, KnsaStateHistoricatSociety Roll S113
The Misses Bed#intertained a number of their friends Sunday. Refreshments were s

evening aftevhich games were indulged in till a late hour. All report a good time.

Mr. and Mrs. Jarboef M/ ssour i, ar e MvandMrs.Bellg t he

September 8.- 189[8éosh9 Catly Journal, Kansas State Historical Sgciety Roll S113] ] ]
W.B. Kendricknd family of Lakenan, Mo., are visltifigiell and family. Mr. Kendrick

brother oRev. Fr. Lambemtho is at the Monastery fgfdliam Burford Kendrick was al
brother of Albert Kendrick who later married Agnes Bell.]

September 15- 189[8éosh9 Coundpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll Sl]]f:j
Jno. McAndrewur rustling cattleman, purchased some fine calves near old Jackson

[John McAndrew later martiedtie Bell.

Mrs. W. N. Beechwasdiaving her residence repainted and a fespexstdr. Wm. Smitfs
the workmafAlice Bell Beechwood having her house painted by Williavh&Gwith marri
to her fatherc¢cs sister Mollie Bell .]

OC:tOber 20. 189&Ne_osho Counﬂpurnal, KnsastateHisto[ichociety Bl S113
Will Bell,of Republic, Mo., is home on a Visit.

Joe Volmeéras a new driving horse. Joe says two horses drive better than one. How|
[MeaningAgnes Roydfowho he eventually married and who was a good friend of Ger

Februarv 16- 189$ieosho Counfpurnal, EnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S113 )
Chas. Bowlesis called home fribomenwegVio., on account of the death of his mother. [$

February 9, age 63.]

JU!’]G 15. 1899r'~leosho Coundpurnal, EnsasStateHistoricalSociety Roll S113
Miss Rose Béilspending a few weeks at home.

Mrs. W. N. Beechwdamd her children spent Sunday with her parents.

Misses Nora and Anna Belka Vollmer, Sarah and Rebecca Keveredput boatling ant
viewing the high water inrtiaeinity Sunaay.

JU!’]G 29. 1899Neosho Counﬂ'purnal, KpsastateHistoricalSociety Roll Sl]]_3 ) ) .
Miss Nora BelNent to Missouri last Wednesaay to visit hdliss@ertie Jarboe

Enmory Bellwife and children of Erie [KS] were visiting relatives in this vicinity Sunday)

W. N. B daireadvwoaro/gsinpaing its completion.
His obituary in 1950 statbstd He and hi s br ot her Ch githé
struck a very rich vein of ore in a prospect mine, and realized a large sum from It.
back here and bought the original Beeclonmzldad and made extensive improveme
He built the big barn stil/l on the

far

served Ir.

[/ at
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74

'y WE
William
nts on it

m. &

36 Dear Sister

PrairieQueens.com



August 28, 1899 ucille Bell Jarbeea s bor n t o Del and QNerat r

was staying with them for the birteafiéw balkyora writeg Bernadettef this time in Apr|

6,1953:.4/ was with your mot hellewasham& dieadh 8he was s

sweet & thouvught you were so wonderful

Se tenﬂr 14 18.99:[Neosho Coqnﬂpurn_al, HnsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll Sl]]’oj
Mary and Johnie Beechwoods i t e d a tMr. Belsast weekg r andp ac¢ s

Charles BowlesidMiss Rosa Beif East Lincoln were trying the good roads in this
Sunday evening. [They later married.]

Miss Mary Smythe of St. Paul was called to the bedside of her brother Will who was
home oW. N. Beechwolbadt week.

Possibly 1899Emory Belbnd Gertrude JarhioeKansas:One copy of this photo says

&

vicin,

very

it is

Emory with his son Vincent, his sister Gertrude and her daughtérthatdlecorrect, th
photo was taken in the fall of 189ducille Jarboeas born in August 1899 and die
pneumonia when she was five months old in Janua¥ing@ao Bellvas born in Febru

is
d of
ary

1898. Another copy of the same photo simply says it is Emory and Gertruddt iseKanssas.
rather unlikely that Gertrude brought her tiny infant daughter to Kansas just a few m
there is no mention in the local paper of the JarboeStviBiingat this timélus, the bg
looks older than Vincent would have been in the fall o6288& possible that this photg
taken in 1900 or 1901 or latétrcould be as late as the spring of 1904 when Gertrude
Paul and had heed ght er Anna Lou at her par en
starting a new hestead near Mandan, ND
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The 1900s

As the new centwgwned, Tom and Louise Bell remained on their farm. Willie was married a
living in Republic Missouri workorgthe railroad. Emory and Alice were both married with

growing families living in St. Paul. Gertrude was married and living in Lakenan, MO.

Rose, Lc

Nora and Anna Laura were all still @indléving at homé&gness lised on the 1900 census at

her sister Al iwhee sBeevaag stayingota help with the sea@sbis
Beechwood born in February 1908hmy had gone to California along with at least ty
young men fno St. PaulJohn Volmer and Thomas Kernick. They are listed in the 190
as farm laborers living in a boarding house in Fresno, CA.

This photograplepicts the farm laborers drying prunes. Although the writing on the
Tommy Bell, it is likely that, if he is in the photo, he is one of the laborers in the bag
would have been only 21 years old indr0he man in the foregrowods a good bit ol
than that.

by
vo other
0 Censu

photo s
kground
er
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January 27, 190Q:ucille Bell Jarbpenfant daughter ddel and Gertrude Jarlibed of
pneumonia. She was buried at the Jarboedamatery south of Lakenan,S9¥e.had taken
cold when they went to town to get her portrait made. The portrait was lost but we

a
can

small image was made into a pin that Gertrude wore for a while after the loss of her secor

May 9-1901 [St. Paul JournalasaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S90

Landlord Bell:

J.E. [Emory] Be# the new landlord at the Lindell hbtel.Otto, forced by ill health, had
decided to sell out Saturday, at auction if no other way, and Mr. Bell, prompted by
motives, stepped forward and purchased the hotel and took charge rather than see it clos
Landlord Bell will make several improvements about the hotaraledgwval to run a hostlery

first class in every respect.
Mr. Oftto has gone to the electric springs at Lebanon, Mo., to spend s few months

n th

regaining his lost health. Mrs. Otto went to Chanute for a short visit before joining her hu

the springs.

May 16, 1901ESt Paul JournalasaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S0
Jerome Kendriekd wife arrived from Montrose, Mo. yesterday. They are the paren

ts of

Lambert who Is to be ordaib&eaSt. Francis church this morning. They are also relafiyes o

Belland family and are also paying them a visit.
Mrs. Winnie Gafbr Montrose, MO. Is visitihd. Beland family.
' . : " Will Kendrickand wife of Lakam;

S5 Mo., and\Ibert Kendricknd wife of
; 2 : Shelbina, Mo. Arrived here yesterday

....

fo attend the ordination and to

Aeviision Thnaiday,  J.T. and.&. [Emory] Be#ind thel

Pnsy 16,1901 families.

Sarah Isabelle Gougho wathe

o e Albert, William BurfordndFather

oo At dewt Zafcf would have been with his first
Angie Ellioton this visit. She di

é)d.l Josee ... young and then he marrkghes

G 2 el Bell]

Gertrude and Del Jaripoeto Hope, North Da&kdn 1901 to try homesteading. Gertry
pregnant with her third chltBnceswho will be born there on February 20, 1902.

MaV 30 1901. [St. Paul JournalasaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S90
J.E. Bels a notary public.

PrairieQueens.com Dear Sister 39

0

[Jerome Kendrickas married [to
olbelfatid first cousin d¥laria Louise Saunders
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Possibly Mag901.:

Photograph dbertrude Smitfsister oWi | | i wife Blattle)>ertaude JarbdBernadett
Jarboe nd Wi | | i e AliBeeMay BeHlAssdnaeuhg IpHotegraph was taken in S
Kansas whi |l evitshiet iJnagr bhoeer¢ sf aw ehreer . Dat e
age since she was born in December 1897. Also Gertrude Jarboe appears to be v
photo cameo that is believed to be of her daughter Lucille who died as an infaB0mh
Based on the outfits the girls are wearing it is possible this was in May at the time o
of their cousin Father Lambert Even

seems likely that thveyuld have come fordahdination
Py s

JUIV &_1901['&. Paul JournalafsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S90
Off for El Reno:

A party of St. Paul people Tafesday morning on the flyer [train] for El Reno, I.T.
Territory, later Oklahomaj to make an effort to get farms in the new country that is
for settlement. The party went equipped with a tent and supplies to establish ths
when they reached their destination. Those who went were A.R. Herod, Ed Klier]. &
[Emory] BellRev. C.L. King, John Boyle, Will May, E.M. Krause.
Albert Rich and Mr. Hairgrove went via dfree@chooner route a few days earlier. [The
lottery in Indian Territory from July 9 to August 6, 1901 for lands to be settled in the
portion that they may have been trying to reach.]

AquSt 15- 1901[St Paul Journal.aﬁsasateHistoricaBociety Roll S0 ]
J.T. Belbroughthree hogs into market Monaay that weighed an average of more thar

each and the three weighed a total of 1600 pounds. Not bad for drouthy Kansas, eh!

e

t. Paul,
e s

vearing tl
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September 12- 1903& Paul JournalaKsa_&ateHistoricalSociety Roll S9p .
J.E. Belhas advertised to sell his personal property at public sale September 21

move his family to Stillwater, Oklahoma.

September 26- 190[& Paul JpurnalaKsa&ateHistoricaSociety Roll S90 .
J.E. Beland family left this week by the overland route for Stillwater, Oladahakethe

future home there. Mr. Bell was one of the best known young men in Neosho count
friends bped he would remain in the county. He thinks he will have a better opportun
country and herec¢s hoping thafHé/di dno
Within two months he was moving back to St. Paul.]

November 21901 [St. Paul JournalaKsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S90 . . .
J.E. Bels preparing to open uma faal estate and loan office in St. Paul again.

quember _28. 190%‘:{ Paul JournaIaKsaStateHistqriqalSociety Roll S90
Misses Maie Roycroft Amda Bellvere visitors at Brogan School one day last week.

Mrs. Wm. Bedind children and her sister Gertie Smith are visitiresrerdtiis vicinity.

January 30, 190%& Paul JournalaKsaStateHistoricaSociety Roll S90 _ _ '
JE. [Emory]Béllas opened an of f wheeehed preparedVaided i

estate, lend money, expound Blackstone, make out legal papers, and do most an,
this line. Mr. Bell is a good steadly fellow and has our best wishes for his success.

November 5, 1902: Rose Bell and Charles Bowles Married

[St. Paul JournalaKsaStateHistoricalSocietyRoll S91] ) ) ) )
Charles BowlasdMiss Rose BelEre united in marriage at St. Francéglasterday morn

at a Nuptial High Mass. Rev. Fr. Raymond offidasemf Volmer fied the position of b

and ¢

Y anc
ity in
Q o

0 I2al
Vithing

ng
est

man analiss Loutie Belhat of bridesmaid. The groom is the 3oiBowleand grew up from
childhood in East Mission. He is aytmeag man and a worthy life companion for the mo

young lady he has chosen. The bride is a daddht@ellff East Mission and like the gf
grew up from childhood in East Mission. She is one of the best known and most

‘0om
00opL

ladies in thdocality and has a large circle of friends who join in extending hearty congrat

and well wishes.
[ According to her sister Nor a, Rosec¢s

Election resultfl.E.] Belhad 255 votes to a Mr. Jeffries with @3fofT he pape

details of the office but we knowEtaty Bell was the clerk of Neosho County so this must |

been one of his elections.]

December 24- 190§€. Paul JournaIaKsastateHistorjcalSocietyRoII S91]
A number of atMrs &iNi Beeclhwodd.u n d ay ¢ d

Mr.Jarboend famil y of Missour i MrrasdMrshiel. Bell e s t

[Gertrude was pregnant witha LouThey had given up on homesteading inNbp@el
Jarbo¢eft Gertrude and Frances with her parents until Anna Lou was born in March
MandanND to start @ifferent homesteadingml.]

He
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January 13, 1904: Agnes Bell and Albert Kendrick Married

From the Shelbina Democrat, January 20, 1904:

At the Catholic church I n this city [/
united in marriagdiss Agnes BelhdMr. Albert KendricMiss Annie HarddndMr. Ernes
Elliott were the attendants. After the ceremony, Mr. and Mrs. Kendrick drove to the
g r o omrbesWm. Kendrickvhere a bountiful dinner was spread for them and a |
invited guests.
Mr. Kendrick is a prosperous farmer living a few miletoeastls Bell has recently |
Iving in Kansas. We jtheir many friends in wishing them a long and happy life.
Her sister Nor a t hat we d(

says Aggi ecs

March 17. 1904'&. Paul JournalafsaStateHistoricalSocietyRoll S91]
Mrs. W.N. Beechwoodnt to Ft. Scott Tuesday last to attend the funeral of her nej

Karlskint.

Miss Anna Be#l home from Parsons.
Mrs. W.N. Beechwaodi children spent Sunday atT .. Bel | ¢ s

Mrs. Dell Jarbaad daughter spent the first of the week with rsigleechwaod

March 24- 1904[St. Paul JournalaiksaStateHistoricalSocietyRoll S91]
Mr. and Mrs. Dell Baeare the proud parents of a daughter born Tuesaay the 15th.

Anna Loucgs
born two days later than we ledivbd. The paper may be right but anyway she lived
yearssoadayormmor e or | ess didn¢t mean much.

Anna Loualwaysaid that she was born while everyone was at church but that is
according to t he isteeAnoaleltes fooin Arma LsauraoBell tdBemd
Jarboe Kelly, April 17, 1953:

d donc¢ct know the day of week when Ann
leaves off the yard. It was warm spring day & grass was just egnsinGeotie had a

easy delivery. We had two beds in room upstairs. Gertie did not wake us until ma
started breakfastlora was sent riding a horse up to Bowles 1 mile away to get Chan
ride for dctor. It seems was in distant past before we had telephones. The staim
foot of stairs.L. out i e heard tiny Frances pounada
Motherrushed upstaimsdathere was Miss Anna Lou lying on her face. Mother turne
and Loutie cut the cord. | had gone out to the barn to help milkRapawhboame in Lot
was back downstairs getenag. hoPawad¢ er

sarl d, dAl ready?! 4 I'n couple hours th
seven oc¢ccl ock, maybe earl i er.

ast
[
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1i ng
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Frances was such a beautiful child with her flashing big brown eyes andShe et lyasy

shy and Johnny McAnavew was courting Loutie had tried so hard to get her to talk
she kept her distance. Finally when no one was paying any attention she climbed
and said,, dLook, dJohndpn¢ct remember m
to be God Mothét hough a poor one. a

A letter fronfFrances Jarboe Bucknstribes what happened in the months after Anng
born. a

Mama went bado N.D. after having heryb#mnna Lucy in St. Paul, Kamsjle Papa v
moving from Hope [ND] to homestead at Mandan [ND]. Uncle GenegldamitdeMama
far as Chicago where she had to tieamgBernadette had sthyerdl akenan MOt Aunt
Agnes and Uncle Albert's [Kendrick]. She, Mama came by here to pick her up, & Ul
as far as Chicago to help her make the train change because Anna Lou had the cg
the time, the first 3 months. Afteat Mama said she never cried again. They sat hel
wooden box outside & Mama helped Papa build the house [on the homestead neal
had built the barn before we got there & we lived in it before they got the house &ug
building the barn, he stayed with a Russian or Boheamum family & slept between
feasted on stewed rabbit cooked with raisins. But Mama said Anna Lou sat in the
blew in her eyes but she never made any fuss.

Bernadettdarboeecalled this period of time she spent wAkbrteAgyiein September 196
letter:d /| Emo r yNiEadkwada dBaeikl spemwieosdmmer with Aunt Aggie Kehe
first year she was married to Uncle 4laadt it was a great honeymoon for her as | wi
she kept me kneeling in a corner all day aaditierNicky praying the whole time that |
turn outight [Blicky was just a couple of weakger than Bernadette.]

Link to James Adelbert Jarboe Homestead Papers:
http://prairiequeens.com/images/Documents/JA Jarboe Homestead.htm

June 9. 1904St Paul Journa{an§a§tateHistoricalSociety Roll S92
Joe Volmera.nd wi fe spent Sunday at Mrs. R

Agnes Roycroft.]
Johnie Beechwagmnt last week visiting his Mesit Charles Bowlg8ose Bell.]
Misses Loutie and Nora Bednt the last of the wedkrats . Be.ec hwoodc¢ s

October 4, 1906 Wedding of Nora Bell and Bernard Cavanaugh

Married at a Nuptila s s at 8 o0 ¢ c /| o dBeérnard Cavahaugbn BirMVe. ar
Mrs. John Cavanaugh, of WalnuMésiNora Belliaughter of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Bell,
Paul, Rev. Fr. Alphonsus officiating.

Mr. John George acted as best man and Miss Rose Volmer filled the position of brid
The contracting parties have numerous friends who wish thenpsa éomagptagperous life.

Nora wrote in a letter January 20, 1956 that her wedding dress was grey wool witl
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1907 Dell and Gertrude Jarboe Homestead In North Dakota

Photo shows Anna Lou,

Bernadette Jarboe in front of

homestead.
al got out m
Jar boes I n t h

you, Frances, Anna Lou & R¢

Mom has white shirt wais
ribbon in her hair. | know she
al ways happy
From Anna LauraeB letter tg
Bernadett&elly, April 1953.

April 25, 1909: Tom Belimarried Mary Virginia Fisher. He had been in California sing

faded but there are 4 childde

a baby in a real baby budowr

Del,

Frances, Geude, Rosalie and

their

4 P
e é
D77

)salle

I &
' was
/i n
)

h

e arounc

1900 and she was from the San Luis Obispo area as far as we can tell. The\Ehawétro sons

and Lloyd

MaV 20- 1gongt. Paul JournalafsaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S94
Mrs. Edd Glasgealled oMrs. W. N. Beechwdawhday.

Miss ViolaBeechwood s cal /l ed home from Fort Sco

Mrs. W.N. Beechwoadho Isbeen quite sick, is reported better at present. [She was p
a adaughter Alice.]

Miss [LoutieBellwas taking care of her skties, Beechwqaddst week who was very .

Mrs. Bernard Cavanaaghed on her sisMrs. W.N. Beechwabd first of last week.

June 3- 1QOQSt Paul JournalasaStateHistoricalSociety Roll S34 .
W.N. Beechwoodme home last week. [His wife had been very ill whil¢ pregnan

Chas. Bowlesd ramilyMrs. W.N. Beechwoadd son Johspent Sunday afternoon
Benard Cavanaughd wife [Nora Bell].

September 9- 190[& Paul @urnalaﬁsagateHistoricalSociety Roll S94
J.T. Beland daughtéoutie and Mary Bowsgent Sundaye r nar d Cavana

Mr. and Mrs. W.N. Beechwaar the proud parents of a baby girl born Friday, Sep
[Named Alice Magdalen Beechwood. Sas alellld October 17, 1912.]

It

regnant

with

' ugh

tember .

44 Dear Sister

PrairieQueens.com



The 1910s

As 1910begarall of the Bell children are married except Loutie and Anna Laura. Lautie
marry by the end of the year and Anna Laura never MAllreedvas married and now in

Greenfield MO, still workifay the Frisco railroa&Emory was in St. Paul with a growing f

amily

Alice Beechwood had moved to Coffeyville, KS where her husband Will is listed as the pr
a pool hall on the census. Rose Bowles had moved further west in Kansastradeaseaad G

in Missouri, Loutie remained in St. Paul for her whole life. Tommy was married &
Fresno, CANora was married but still in St. Paul, Anna Laura was in Kansas City.

We will see sevdaaes in the family with Alice losing herggstimaughter suddenly in 1
and then Louise Bell dying in 1914. Although their son Tom would register for the
1918 and Emory would go to Nashville, TN, to be a bookkeeper in a governmer
factorythere seems to have been almmstotvement of the family in World War 1.

This photo of Tom and Louise Bell at their homestead in St. Paul, Kansas was tg
around 19121914. We can see that the house has been updated to add a gable an
front.
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October 26, 1910 Wedding of Louise Bell and John McAndrew

Mr. John McAndremndMiss Loutie BeWere married in St. Francis Church on Wednesday

momirg  at a Nupti al Ma s s  astx, nieategm Hundreadg and
Reverend Father Hyacinth performed the cerdmand Mrs. Bernard Cavandilghl the
position of bridesmaid and groomsman.

e k ,

The newly married couple are both well known thruout this city and vicinity and have ho:s

excellent friends. Mr. McAndrew is known to be an upright and progressive young
Bell aady esteemed and honored by all.
Mr. and Mrs. McAndrew have the congratulations and best wishes of all in their jo

and may it be a long and happy one.

After many years of courting Loutie Bell married John McAndrew and then had (¢

Gertrude Sadly, John died of skin camd€x18 leaving Loutie with a young daughter. He

Nora says that Loutiec¢cs wedding dress

October 17, 1912: Alice Magdaline Beechwood Dies

A LICE BDJE(,HWGOD DEAD

‘-._A_-.—

'Convulsmnq Caused | L:ttle Gu-l‘
| Death After Short llness.

Alice Magdaline: Be chwood three-
| vean-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W.
N Beechwood, died Thursday evening
at 6:40 o'clock at: thel family home,
611.West Fourth streeti She was tak-
en ill with convulsions| last Saturday
and never regained consciousness.
| Little Alice was-born at St. Paul,
Kansas, September 3; 1909, and the
family moved to Coﬁ' rvvﬂle the fol-
lowing November. . always . ,as
a healthy child and he death 18 a se-
vere shock. Besides her parents, she
leaves two gisters and three brothers.
| I‘uneral services wﬂl[be held at the,
home . ati9 o’clock Satirday mornin
in charge of Rev. Fathier Tierney o
the Holy Name Catholic church, and
the interment will be /made in Cal-
vary cemetery.. Amon the relatives
from a distance who will be here for
the -funeral arce Mrs. Berbard.Cavan-
of St..Paul, Mrs.|W. R. Ball of
(JI' enﬁeld, Mo., and Mr. .and Mrs.
Chds. | Beechwood of j plm Mo '

man an
ey thi
)ne dauc

)r sister
wa s
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November 19, 1914. Obituary of Maria Louise Saunders Bell

Py
*
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~Mrs. . T, Bell was found dead in (g
poultry house at tha Bell home south-
v east of Um city Thurgday evening.

She hiaul gone out to care for the poul-
Jtry whep she was stricken with heast.

failure and no doub! died instaaily.

She h=d not sald anything abonut, Lo.

ing sick anid to all appearances vas
in Lot usenal  good  health  when
ahe Init the honse,

Mario L. Saunders vas horn m Shet
by county., Mna,, in 1(15 She was thera
fore 71 yvears nl«l al thir time of her
deatl. She was anited in marriags
to. T, 1. Bell in 1865 ut the Catholic
churcih in Old Clinton, Ma, and 32me
here witlt him in 1867 and settle:d on
the farm southesst of 1lig eity where

she «till resided at the time of her.

daeath,
Mer and Mrs. Dell were pioneers in
this sectiom.  They. éndured all tae

hard.aiips of pioneer life, but lived to

gee their labors hear fruit In many
fold. The Bell family, since the early
days, has been regarded as one of the

best and most substautial families in

this section, and Mrs, Bell:did her ful!
share in acqriring that splendid repu-
tation,

Nine children bléssed the union, an!
all of these were' present at the fuu-

*eral exedpt-T. L. Bell who resides in
Oakland, California, and could not gzt
home iy time for the tuneral

The children présent at the funeral
were: Mrs. Alice ‘Beechwood, of* Cof-
revvnlo. Mrs. Rose Bowles, of Liberal,
Kas.: Mrs. Agnes Kendrick, of Shal-
‘bina, Mo.; Mrs. Gertrudc Jarboe, of
Lakenoh, Mo.; Miss Anna Bell of Kan
sas City: J. B. Bell, Mrs. Louise Mc:
Andrew and Mrs. Nora Cavanaugh, of

" St. Paul.

The funerab services were held at
St. Franeis' church at a Requinm High
Mass at 9 a. m. Sunday and was one
of the most hrzely attended funerals
held there in many days, Interrmeit
“was made in the (Gatholic cemetery.

The bereaved relutives have the
deepest syvmpathy of all the pooeple
hercabent, !

1 ——— e

Py 5 \
£/ Crlopes, i |
/ / :// /. ol etd Rousas ‘

‘ ' = : i
SN S I . >, . A _-_{\f,/

The photograph above must have been made arou

(Obituary from thé&t. Paul Journdovember 26, 191

microfilm roll S95, Kansas State Historical
Topeka.)
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November 19, 1914: Funeral Card

MRS. J. T. BELL

Born in Missouri September 20, 1843
Died in Kansas November 19, 1914

IN MEMORIAM.

(From St. Paul. Kansas, Journal,)

A very sad and sudden death oc-
curred Thursday, Nov. 19, 1914,
when Mrs. J. T, Bell was stricken
with heart failure at her home
southeast of town.

Maria Louise Saunders was born
Sept. 20, 1843 in Shelby county,
Mo., where she grew to womanhood.
She was united in marriage toJ. T.
Bell, Sept, 19, 1865, in the Catholic
church at Old Clinton, Mo., and
came here with him in 1867 and
settled on the farm where she
resided until her death.

Mrs, Bell led a devout, humble
christian life, her gentle and mod-
est nature winning the love and
respect of all who knew her, She
never uttered a complaint or an
uncharitable thonght of anyone,
A devoted and faithful wife and
mother she found her duty and

pleasure in the sweet administra-
tion to the needs of her family.

Mr. and Mrs. Bell were nearing
the 50th anniversary of their mar-
ried life, (47 years of which were
spent at their home southeast of

St. Paunl) when a family reunion
had been planned and Mrs. Bell's
sudden death was a very sad shock
to her family.

Besides Mr. Bell and nine chil-
dren, two sisters, Mrs. S. Taylor, of
Kidder, Mo., and Miss Ella Saun-
ders, of St. Louis, survive to moura
her loss. All of the children were
present at the funeral except T. L.
Bell, of Oakland, Cal. The chil-
dren present were Mrs. Alice Beech-
wood, Coffevville, Kas., Mrs. Rose
Bowles, Liberal, Kas,, Mrs. Agnes
Kendrick, Shelbina, Mo., Mrs. Ger-
trude Jarboe, Lakenan, Mo., Miss
Anna T. Bell of Kansas City, 1. E.
Bell, Mrs. Louie McAndrew and
Mrs. Nora Cavanaugh, of St. Paul.

The funeral services were held at
St. Francis’ church at a Requiem
High Mass 7 a. m. Sunday and
interment made in the Catholic
cemetery,

We know until death she was faithful
And faithfully trusted God’s word,
Ever living the life of a Christian
Ter delight was the Iaw of the Lond.
Down deep In our hearts there is sudness,
There are tears which can neyver be shed,
There are heartaches and no song of gladness
Can ¢'er banish our grief for the desd,

The letter on the next page explains why Willie was not at the funeraly theentgshooths
old when his mother died and not quite three years old when his father married| Maria L
Saunders so she was certainly the only mother he knew.
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November 22, 1914: William R Bell to John T Bell
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February 21, 1916: Frances Jarboe to Gertrude Jarboe

This letter has been transcribed. Fraasespending the winter in St. Paul, Kansas
mot her¢s sister Nora Cavanaugh.

Dear Mother,
| just finished a letter to Bernadette and thought | would write to you. | receive

yesterday; you may send the piece of lavender. Aunt N. wanted to make a lavende
white ongets dirty so quick.

How are all of you folks, | am rather well but | think | eat to much fat hen yesterday.

[Beechwood] came down yesterday morn and went back yesterday eve late.

Grandpac¢cs fol ks came 1in
too. We had a fine dinner, it was my birthday dinner.

essing. Aumt dlargghad a chi

| received a package from C. Kelly. It was too yards of red and too yards of blue ri
nice | would like to have had somethingto semd b u tt araumddontc t g e

| used one of the hankerchieves he gave me a year ago yesterday for the first time.
would loose them they are so pretty. Marie Price gave me a pretty hankerchief too.

Aunt Nora washed today and baked bread alsl ndlehave school tomorrow being
Birthingtong¢gcs Warshday. Wi | | the kid
on my 14 Birthday. If it is good | will send it to you and let you see my PRETTY fag
Ha).

Next time ywo see Gladys Gough her | will make her bag as soon as possible, | do
whether | will get it made before | get honte or no

| am going to rite to Charley Kelly and thank him for his present, he has wrote mg
| etters but | havenc¢t had time to ans\y

Our school will be out the first of June some time, | will be glad wheiiheisveather is
nice herd is just spoiling us for more.

Aunt Loutie and | are going to Independence on a little farm they live thredonitethéy
will have gas to burn the live %2 miles from the intercumben station and from %2 mile
It will be nice downthe but she hates t o | eadpewilSelt
farm or nat Guess that is all, Your Daughter, Frances.

[Loutie and John McAndrew movéddiEpendence Kansas southwest of St. Paul the
1916. About a year later he became ill with skin cancer and they sold out at Inde
came back to St. Paul. He died in March 1918.]
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February 24, 1916: Gertrude Jarboe to Bernadette Jarboe

Aunt Manda i s Del Jarboeg¢s sister Ama
PrairieQueens.com Dear Sister




Bernadette Jarboe was away in Quincy,
wrote her this | etter. We havencgt fi
1916. She later maed Parker A. Hightower. After he died in 1935 she married Lewis|Ryan.
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R.E. refers to Rose Ellen Kelly [Hightower Ryan], M. to Margaret Kelly and Chas to

Bernadette married Charley Kelly on November 15, 1919. However, between thgile
marriage, Charley would go away to France and Germany for World War |I.

Charl
ptter
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aGreg and Al maéa refers to Greg
sure who Zelma or Zelphy Glenn were. Earl and Lola onubeppgeviefers to Albert
Kendrick, son of Annie Jarboe and W.B. Kendrick marrying Lola Agnes Pierceall in 1/917.
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Aunt Ida refers to her sistef aw marri ed to Del Jarbolecg
moved out to Amareda Montana and were there in th&9pask.
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The Irish Will & Kate Gerry family were neighbors of the Jarboes. A favoateqlsres o
an evening when Kate went in to answer the phone and a pig was lapping up the
churning into butter. sai d, &aShe
and said, adaAire pveuifalbungire meumbre?t Ea
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February 24, 1916: Gertrude Jarboe to Frances Jarboe
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Frances Jarboe had j_ust turned 14

Paul, Kansas.
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March 3, 1916: Frances Jarboe to Gertrude Jarboe

This letter has been transcribed in the interest érapees just turned 14 but she has th
of a future farmerc¢cs wife.

St. Paul Kans.

March 3, 1916
Dear Mama & Papa,
| received your letter a little while ago and was gladl tinig&tthe crape is very pretty, |
Nora said she could make some kind of a dress out of it so | guess you may send it i
| had my velvet shoes patched yesterday, had a half sole put on one and a patch
They have worn sodyddhave worn them every day since the first of Oct. and they at
yet.
I am better satisfied now since you a
papa for not raising pigs they always die.
| wish we could get a siualk fof sheep akekep the ewe lambs until we get a large buncl
they are coming up more and more all the time, and they sure are money making an

How igpapa feeling this winter. Has he had the grip yet, it would be a good thir
get thru one winter without it.

| hope he has good luck with his strawberries next spring. | guess he will if they

Has papa sold the bunch of netleshope he will get a good price for them, how
[a mule or horse?] is she still gentle. | hope the kids keep her gentle.

Did you folks go to mass this morn,
to do during lent, it willsto®e her e. Uncl e Bern dong¢t |
to lose some of his stomach.

| will need a new pair of slippers this summer because my last summer ones &
make my toesyeore. | had them on yest. when my shoes were at the shop.

Aunt Noraand | went to the picture show yesterday, it was the exgasisonwsu
have been tshoetssb,yt madéidaick. hadng

| got a nickle wbrof candgind they gave me perpeimentd | canc¢t ¢

| am sorry the hens have got the rupe but it seems like everything happens at
just as well for | have faith that we will get out of it before many years.

It sure is stanig out on the month of March right a strong south wind the snow
again. | dong¢t think we wild]l have muct

Aunt Loutiewent away Fri Afternoon. She was going Thubuonig.called her and
her to wait until fri. He went down wed on the train with the stuff. | guess they are Vv
they are going to paper paint and scour, Aunt Norie is going down to help them paj
sure what her address ibutett suppose we could get thénddyendence, Kan. Montgo
Co. We will know soon.

Grandpa took it so hard to see her leave but | think it was better for him to c
and he would get over it so much quickieto@tia hated to leave him so bad. Well | gue
go for this time,

Truly yours, Frances.
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March 14, 1916: Frances Jarboe to Gertrude Jarboe

cturn in Five Days to
1C1S Cunwlcry ommittee,

ST, PAUL, KANSAS,

| St @

“Y) Lo /ﬁ&/( 17 l/aaﬁ‘(,!_ 1:( /L ‘W
A df W//@A?PO Acoche “‘%

\

This envelope was in the collection and it contained both the previous letter and tlee
It canct be the envelope that was use
March 14 and this envelope is dated February 21.

/

\

Frances Jarboe had been sent to St. P
That i's why the |l etter has the retur
handwriting if this envelope was actually addressed by Frances or by Bernard Cavar
the spelling of
14 years old when she wrote this letter and is a little bit homesick.

It appears that Gertrude sent the following letter on to Bernadette Jarboe in Quincy |
we see a note written by Anna Lou to &enatcthe top of one page. This letter is int
because it contains her grades from her most recent report card. Family members
Frances Jarboe wonc¢ct be surprised that
of

At the end of the letter she mestibed e a t h Mi Minnieenariéd golgakel

and they had another child Glen that dicMimaie May &ndrick as the daughter of diac

Ann Jarboe and William Burford Kendr.
Susanna Bell and John Thomas Jarboe. W. B. Kendrick was a brother of Albert J¢
who married Tom BeTHagmasdaluagrhh ecea vags eas

Joseph M. Jarboe. So, Frances and Minnie May were second cousins through [
family.
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May 1916: Nora Cavanaugh to Gertrude Jarboe

This letter has been transcribed in the interest of igpamesarboe had spent the winter

in St.

Paul with her Aunt Nora Cavanaugh and she is getting ready to go backrtGéeruaethe

Jarboe in LakenavO.
Dear Sister,

Francesvants @ to write to you to tell you she is coming home Sthitlagthihg prevents
wi || mi ss her so much but I know you

ot her day when you wrote. F examnatiersis okea |
Friday and Saturday and the play is o
She intended to go until th& @flMay because Sister told her she would likely get the H
this month, but Emma Volmentsover too much wedding cake so Frances had a
stomach & had to stay in bed all day. | tell her she lost alsherhiatl looked so well b
t hat . She hasnc¢t felt very well
maybe she will feel better. | fixed her white dress over the best | could, made her ro
curled her hair on the curling iron & done it up in the white bow of ribbon. She looké
did so well in the drill and song tatrait embarrassed. She cried because | curled her
would ruin it but now she wants me to curl it when she goes home. | think France
great deal this winter. The Loretta Sisters are such splendid Sisters to teacha/enisée
very strict with Frances and no doubt she has thouglst ishprison more than once
according to my way of thinking now, obedience is the most important lesson we ca
the | ove of God & of sbengtauglg. | di dncgt ¢

Ethel and Olive Volmeame in Monday and stayed all day with Frances. They are
little girls. All the kids like Franc¥%la [Beechwood] wrote todaystiatis coming up |
couple of week&nnie wanted Frances to go to Independence so wadd &kkery much t
have her go but am afraid to let he go alone. She would have to cross all the trac
hunt up a lile old office where she would buy her ticket on the interusban? to station
this side of Independence then get of
house. We would I i ke to t apastyedrbas bebnuwer
i n Bernardc¢cs Business, practically not
We thought last fall when we went out West would find a trade or something but
course interest & taxes must be paid just theesandedy has their troubles. Even thg
have no children at all like all the rest of my people have, | know you have had a h
the children sick so much & so much t
more. lave not got Francesc¢ pink dress m
Friday. I havenct di d anyeveagness § petidoht
myselbeing entirely cut. Frances does most of the machmé lagskaane up to sew mu
machine. Well | guess | will close for this time. | hope Frances can come out somet
come anytime you can.

Love to all of you, your sister Nora
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1918: John McAndrew and Agnes Roycroft Volmer Obituaries

John McAndrew died at his home
in this city just before midnigat
Saturday night March 16, a cancet
on his face being the cause of hid
death. :
. The deceased was born in Farm-
ihgton, lIowa, November 19, 1869
being 48 years, 3 months and 25
days old at the time of his death .
Both of his parents died the same
week, whdn he was seven years old,
leaving him and five other small
<hildren orphans. Thru the
influence of Mother Bridget he and
his  brother Patrick® McAndrew
}wqre taken into the home of Mr.
and Mrs. J. M. Roycroft here where
they were reared the same as fif
they were members of the family.
On October 26, 1910 John McAndrew
was united in marriage t6 Misy
Louise Bell, For a time they lived
on the Bell homegstead southeast of
, St. Paul then moving to a farm
near Independence. When Mr.
McAndrew's health began to fail‘
something over a year ago they
sold out at Independence and moved
to St. Paul, and had resided heré
since. He sought medical assist-
ancd far and near, but it appeared
that his days were numbered and
none were found who could hold
"back the hand of Destinfr.

The funeral services were held
at a Requium Mass at St. Francis
church Monday morning, after
which he was buried in the Catholic
,cemetery. ‘ ’ :

John McAndrew wa% one of the
best, men in this community. He'
was  honest honorable and indus-
trious and his. death is a loss to the
conmtry as well as to his wife and
little daughter Gertrude who sm'vivn.
him. ‘
. The bercaved relatives hiave tlu\:
svmpathy of evervone. T

Both obituaries from microfilm roll S97, Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka. St Paul Journal, March 21, 184 84riblavemb

——

The eommunity  was ealled n;mn{
Feiday to mourn the death of one of
e most highly respeetod Tadien—Mrs,
J. A. Volmer who passed away at the
volmer home porthwest of St Paul
at 4 p.m. that day.

Mary Agnes Royveroft was born in.
Osage Mission August 14, INT4, S.lw
was the daughter of Joseph M. Roy-
croft, one of the leading business men
here in the cavly days bult now de-
ceased, dnd Mrs. M. A, Royeroft \\'huJ
survives. ’ L

She was united in marriage to Jos-
eph A, ~Volmer, October 14, 190,
Three daugliters came to hless Lheir

home, and survive their mother ds a
comfort to their tather.

Mrs. Volmer cnjoyed the best of
lll'f“ l'm:il about a vear ago when
evidence ol that incurable disease
perni¢ious  ancmi developed.  Lagt
Doecember she was  taken to the Ft.
Scott hospital where the best physi-
cians in this section were called in
consultation, but their decision was
that they could stay the Land of death
only for a shor period by the trans-
lllSi(;H ol blood. They injected ?nln
her veing blood taken Trom thosd ot
Ler husbhand, and sl lw;.:;’x'n 1o show
evidences of recovery and for a fow
months there were hopes of her ¢om-
plete rt‘('u\'('r\\n About two weeks ago
she was stricken again.  This Hime
medical skill was of no avail and she,
quictly  passed away November N,
1918, ;
7 Ales. Volmer
Christian  woman, and had done her
tull share towards buildipg up one of
the happiesf homes in this section,
She was highly esteemed by all who
knew her, and her death s mourned
by all.

The fupecral services were held at
a Requiom High Mass al St Iranceis
Chureh Sunday morning, and she was
laid o vest in the Catholice (-vnwu-r,\'.i

The bereaved relallves have  thed

wus an o exemplary

sympalhy ol evervone.
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Louise Bell McAndrew lost her husband unexp
before their Eighth Wedding Anniversary. The;
year, Agnes Roycroft Volmer died young. As s fé

their obituaries, JohrcAhdrew had grown up in |
same home as Agnes Roycroft and they were lik
and sister. In 1903 Agnes married Joe Volmer,
family owned the farm just north of the Bell home
Agnes had been a very close friend of anot
daughter, Geude. And Joe Volmer had been-al
time boyfriend of Gertg

Nineteen years later, Louise McAndrew marri
Volmer on October 26, 1937. Oddly this was the

anniversary of her marriage to John McAndrewf
Joe Volmer died MarcH"15942 just one day befd
the2d'anni versary of Joh

This picture has been misidentified on the frontf &
not of the wedding of Joe Volmer and Loutie Bell s %~
Joe Volmer and Agnes Roycroft on October 14, 1903.

When Joe and Loudid marry in 1937 they were aged 63 and 60 respectively.

The photo below is from the St. Paul
girls:  Ruth [Munding], Olive [Casey] and
[Grillot]. So far no photograph of John McA
hasbeen found.

Above: October 14, 1903 wedding of Joe Volmer
and Agnes Roycroftt. The photo has been
misidentified on the front. It is NOT a picture of the
1937 wedding of Joe Volmer and Louise Bell.

Left: Joe and Agnes V
Ruth [Munding], Olive [Casey] and Ethel [Grillot].
Photograph is from the St. Paul Sesquicentennial
album.

I h.

Ses
Ethel
ndrew
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About 1914: Cousins Viola Beechwood, Bernadette Jarboe, Beatrice Bell

These undated photos show first cdisimsBeechwood, Bernadette Jarboe and Beatrice
above, Bernadette and Beatrice below and then Beatrice
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1918 Tom Bell WWI Registration Card
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October 1, 1918: William R Bell to John T Bell

Greenfisld Mo Oct 1st 1918

30M 12-17

Dear Father

Foav 622 UniFory

lave been expecting you most any time, and es you have not shown up
vet and we dont know just when to look for you,¥e have concluded to
teke a trip out to Vestern Hebraske to Visit Mattie's Folks may go to
Colorsdo Springs and come beck by Ellsowrth and Kanopolls Kansas end

stop &t Cexp Funston and Visit

Alice and Clyds for few deyse,Expsect to

lsave sbout Oct 10 or 15th and bs gore about 20 days,=ost likely will

not stop st kome on this trip,

gs can herdly get eway ut all, have s0

much to look after hers, ard I would not go only that Ustiie wont go
alons end T went her to go,and I hope it will not discommode you to
postpone your trip here until we pet beck about Nov lst T hope,

¥ell The Ter Hewa looks pood today,snd I do wish we could get out from
urnder this terrible etrain, ahd drain on our country.

Lave tc A1l

e r ef e Alxe andClyti¢iate his dauglster and-Home .
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December 8, 1918: Rose Bowles to Dell Jarboe
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She writes:
| Dear Dell, as Charley wrote he would le

i n week

t
Dr i

or

h e
[ 1

SO

when he can get away, but will go somet
. winter if he can. Wemmuycoming out, let
know. He may go in next two weeks b
| write you a card before he starts. Love to
Rose Bowles

| assume this has something to do with
| Bowles planning a trip to Illinois where he ha

family for a visit and planningtip by to s
the Jarboes on his way.

!

ave f
ime t
us
ut w
all,
Charl
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The 1920s

In 1920 Tom Bell was living with his daughter Loutie McAndrew and her daughter Gertrude ir

Paul, KS. Wik Bel | and his wife Matti e wesestillan
St. Paul. Alice Beechwood was in CoffeyvillRo& and Charley Bowlesefarming ir

Voorhees, K&ertrude and Agnes veeréarmsn Missouri, Tom was in Oakland, \I&xa and

Bernard were in Sunnyside Idaho, Anna Laura was in San Francisco.

ned

Two of the Bell children would die in the 1920s with Emory passing in 1924 jand Alic
Beechwood h9 2 6 . Wi | |alsadiedsin 198. Arel in Vha vetyilast of the decad
John Thomas Bell died December 22, 1929.

By this time many of the older grandchildren wérd aradrhaving their own families across the
country.

A 1923 photograph of Gertrudecs &eight gi
KathleenFrances, Lillian, Rosalie, Bernadette, Della, Josephine in front and Anna Lou. At t

time Bernadette and Frances were married and Bernadette HadrdBettjaluee.
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January 14, 1920: Nora Cavanaugh to Frances Jarboe

This letter has been transcribed in the interest oBespam@l and Nora Cavanaugie livin
in Sunnysideiimore County, d a h o . Bernardg¢s oc c uedaat
aFar mer a. By 1930, they had moved to
Refi néaMémenydd .Let aa probably radmred sLduwt it
Bowles who lived in Liberal, KanBas.Lasley family she mentions is Josephine Jarb
theold st si ster of Francesc¢ father Dell
people in this family had tuberculosis and they moved to Lake Village, Arkansas at
have better health.

Dear Frances,

Ui
o)

¢ ®5
B
3(‘\\(’:{!\.\

y O |
I

| received your nice lifdemcyTalcumBo x f or whi ch | t hank

you. | wonder i f you got the package
donc¢ct get all our mai | . L o ud says Mawr&d_étaeg
mass with her every morn now. | am so glad for they have had such a poor chanc
their Religion. We surely dong¢gt get {
al | ni ght. V\Romtitical Mass by BishgpdSbrmank Stayead $oshis 3 ma

oROYE

e to
o]

1SSes

had Breakfast and came outrniaySide & had dinner with a neighbor & an oyster supper &

playing in the eve. We have had rather cold weather since about Thanksgiving bu
Bright & warm & Iittle or no wind but
only7 below at Boise. Mbme[Mountain Home, Idahtds an epidemic of fRB cases wi
1500 popul moriow of towra Base hag ané family of nine down with it ti
in these parts.

Loutie said they had a nice letter from A¥pie.know she is in San Francisco with T
Shedoegnt | i ke at all there, dong¢ct know w
No dongt go to the convent, unl ess vy

calling. Emorsefolksare going to e to town. Do you take the Journal? Mr. Volmer d
was very low in Parsons Hospital at the time they did not tell her. Joe had just
Tetsher house, now | expect he will move in with his Mother. Does Nell Lasle
Clarere. | believe that was the town she used to live in. | suppose Tessie never
never said anything about it nor Ivy either. Sorry Mrs. Lasley is so poorly.

Wel | | I don¢t know much t o wr i tokthese pavpgle
all. But am surely glad to hear about any of the North MO people. With love to you
whet her you got the package or not . I

Love to all, Nora

t the

it
th
S the

DMMI
/ h e

) u
ed M
boug|
y stil
mar

a
all let
t
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March 29, 1920: Alice Beechwood to Agnes Kendrick

bo gaf//i ‘U_ ZO il
7 /7/7 /TW“‘?

This is the onlgtterin the collectioby Alice Beechwood.
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Claud probably refers to herisdaw Claude Coverdaleo was married to her daughter
At some point Claude and Mary divancethen Mary spent all her time with her sister V

On the next page she says her sons George and Emory are dhiVezgjtytam Omaha, NE.
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1920s photo of Tom and Lloyd Bell

The photof Tom Bell with his younger son ldayes ~ 2
from arond 1921. It was taken by Anna Laura
who wrote the followir

Bell. 20 years ag@ very poor picture. Tom ancb
boys were great c¢chums.

Lloyd became a doctor andahelthic inCulver City,
CA when Anna Lou and Gertrude Jarboe went o
in 1949. )

) a C
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June 1924: Bell family reunion

In the summer of 1924, the Bell family got together in St. Paul, Kansas. Here is a group phc
some of the Bell women. Left to right: BeatricedzalivéH holding daughter Magyes Bell
Kendri ck, Mar y Av iecimabBnelding daughiterrEthe hoisetRidel | ¢ <
McAndrew with her mother Louise Bell McAndrew, Nellie Taymaitb Belndlaughte
Bernadette, Gertrude Bell Jarboe.

—

76 Dear Sister PrairieQueens.com



Above:First photoGertrude Jarboe, Tom Bell and Agnes Ken&edond photo is Agnes
Kendrick, Gertrude Jarboe, unknown woman and Loutie McAndrew.

Below is Gertrude Jarboe in front of her childhood home where she was born and where
daughter Anna Lou.
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1924: Back from Kansas Road Trip

>

The 7008mile round trip trekrdm Lakenan, Missouri, to St. Paul, Kansas was |quite ar
achievement in 1924. Dell and Gertrude Jarboe, Bernadette Jarboe Kelly, Harry |[Kendrick
Agnes Bell Kendrick are all tired out but happy to be back home. The car is probably Albe
AgnesKendrc k ¢cs Model T Ford. Harry Kendrick i

78 Dear Sister PrairieQueens.com



November 26, 1924: Emory Bell Obituary

Emory Lell was  an exceptionall,
wood citizen.,  Hisg active life wag full
of public spiritedness, and a (la"«me to
promote tlfo public good. Few men

%  around hm;e hag more friendg than

J"“"D,h }'lmory figll, son of Mr. an Mr. Bell. Hundreds mourn his (l(aath
M ' IBell wak born nenr Shelbinil, 411 ‘the funeral : g .
#o, ﬂmal‘-mlwr A, 106, He dled at ‘ i ) o Rrecesslon 2 aturday
bly home nenr St Paul, November 20, morting reached half way from his
1924, aged 5% yours, two months and country h"[“‘»-‘ to St. Paul. l
18 days. | | The fundral wag at 9 o'clock Satur

Mr. Be " came herp with hig parents day mornh;’g at a Requiem High Mase
when he w“,‘ a small child and spent | at St. I“rznicis Chlll'(_.‘h. After all th-
hig youm,n days in [nst Mission, tuneral arrpngements-had been made.
When he grew to manhood, he became and all were ready’ to start for the
a school {eacher and  followed that jchurch, “O;d was received that My
calling for twenty.one years, Hy wag and Mrs. Chas. Bowles were on thm
anited in T;n.urlag.. ‘to EKllen Tayman, way here n’ ym Liberal, Kas., to atten.
Juni’. 13.; 1894, 'l‘hh‘tl‘(‘n Childrm) 'he t'un(arul{‘but could not g‘.‘l hpr(; b
came to bless thelr home, ten of rore night, [1t was decided to have the
whom survive him. They are Fioren- funvral seryiceg at the church at the
ce Bell, of Morristown, New Jersey; et time, d4nd take the body to the
Mrs. B“al“ce Greenwell, of Shelbina, home of hiy sister, Mrs. McAndrew, 1
Mo.; Mildted Bell, Mm(‘y‘ Hospital, Ft. await the ‘41 rival of Mr. and ’\In
scott; Vircen, 'Jo*u-ph Frances, Anth- nowlo.s. 'I‘)w funera] was completed
ony, lmonhrd rhomag and Mary Av- at St. Frangis cemetery Sunday otic
ice, of St Paul, Hg i3 also survived hoon af 2 ("clnck.
by his’ ’““" father, two brotherg and " The berv}wvd relatives  have the
w;‘le:.) l;lflll r::as active In democratic Henpest Hy"?muhy i el \ !
polities In thig county., He rerved two

termg ag tlerk of the district court, ||
during which time heé studied law and
was admitted to the bar.  He practlce- December 4, 1924.
od law here in St. Paul for a while af ]

ter retiring from oflice, ang in 1917
opened a Jaw ofllee in Erie. In No- !
vember, 1918, he went 1o Nashville,
‘Tennessee, where he wag employed as ;
a hook k(-chcr in a government war
upply lac my After the war h, went
0 Greal m nd, Kansas, as manager o
a grain vl{ tor. During the geasor |
of 1922, he wig manager of the ele |
tor at Galesburg,  He  was  elect: ,
manager ol the Farmers Blevator hia [
January 1,11923, and still held the po- |
sition when death ealleg him hene

tie had betn re-employeg lor a: !
" Vear. i .. 10

Microfilm roll S99, Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka. St Paul Journal,
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About 1925: J.T. Bell visits Missouri

The notes on this photo say: at Minnie Ma
Aunt Loutie, CousiAnnie, Grandpa Bell, Cousin Will K.

William Burford Kendrick was married to C
Bell ¢s sister Susanna JdhreBaker veas marriddotd Minnid Maem
Kendrick.

So Loutie Bell brought her father John T. Bell back h
Shelbina/Lakenan area for a visit. :

Gertrude Bel |Kathlearretalled onsthi
visit that she was excited to sit next to her Grand
since she had never met him before. At some poir %
the meal she set her piece of bread on the table inst 35 %%
plate and he coread her and st er geErgmes SO
proper. So then she was »»T®iN| & S. 0 S

This photo of Tom Bell with his niece Annie J %
Kendrick was not dated. It may be from this v
Missouri or it may have been taken in St. Paulveams
she was visiting out there.
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March 31, 1926: Alice Bell Beechwood Obituary

(Coffeyville Daily Journal, microfilm roll C704, April 2 edition, Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka.)

MRS. BEECHWOOD DIES|

Well Known Coffeyville “oman‘
Passed Away Rather Unexpect-
edly in Hospital Last hx"‘ t.

Mrs. Mary Alice Beechwood
wife of William N. Beechwood, 602
Beech street, died at 7:05 ocIock
last rnight in the Southeast Kansas
hospital. She was 57 years old
and had lived here for seventeer |
years.

Mrs. Beechwoud was taken ill|
last Saturday morning ang wast
rcmoved to the hospital in a criti- I
cal condition, A major operation !
u.aJ performed Saturday after-!
noon. However, she took 2 sud-
den turn for the worse shortly aft-
er 5 o'clock and expired two hours
later, !

The bocy wi. be removed from
| the Skinner funeral home to the

family home ai 10 o'clock tomor-
| row morning and will lie in state
' until the hour of the funera'. The
"cor\moq wilt be conducted at the
‘Holy Name Catholic church at 1|
c'clock Saturday afternoon ty Fa-
ther J.-J. O'Brien, the local ‘pas-
| tor. Burial will be in Cahary
1 cemetery.,

Besides the husband, who main-

| tains headquarters at Jophn, Mo.,
lthe surviving relatives are three
sons, Emory of Bartlesville,
George of Washington and John of
New York city;-two daughters.
Mrs. Mary Coverdale and Miss
t Viola Beechwood, both of New
. York city; her father, J., T. Bell
of St. Paul Kan., gix sisters and
j two brothers.
:  Emory arrived from Bartlesville
 last night. The other sons and
i daughters have. been summoned
iand are expect2d to reach Coffey-
ville Friday.

|
l
!
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1927: Trip to Kansas

On the way to Kansas:

Jarboe, Josephine Jarboe, F
All seven of them traveled in
J ar bModelcTs Ford. Two

them sat on a little bench in
back.

this time: Tom Bell in front w

" Rose Bwoles, Loutie an@ertrude

Mc Andrew and A
~ daughter].

et

~

_—

Joe

Kendrick, Gertrude Jarboe, Lillian

rances

Jarboe Buckman, Kathleen Jarboe.
Della Jarboe took the photograph.

the
of
the

Below:photo probably taken about

ith

=4

| | C €
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December 1929: Three youngest Bells
MM y el A e .

Anna Laura Bell, Nora Bell Cavanaugh and Tommy Bell im 1929an Francis@eavhere
all three were living at this timEhe photograph has a stamp on the back with the da
December 27, 1929, but thepresents the date the film was processed. Their father
December 22, 1929, so it is possible that this picture was taken about that time but th

evidence in his obituary that these children made the trip home to St. Paul, Kansee, for the

PrairieQueens.com Dear Sister 83



December 1929: Tom Bell with sons Lloyd and Emmett

This is the last photo in the collection for Tonit Bels on the same roll of film as the photo on
the previous ga based on the markings on the back. Assume it was taken in Oakland or
Francisco.
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John Thomas Bell: Pioneer, Patriarch, Parishoner

| COMING OF THE SETTLERS

Hardly had the treaty of 1865 been
glgned when new settlers began look-
ing for homes in this section. These
pioneers were largely soldiers af the
Civil War and of Irish or German
blood, with gome French who gettled
in the Greenbush neighborhood. All
were sturdy ploneers seeking homes
they might call their own. Strong
minded and strong willed, yet deeply
religious, they played an important
part in moulding the destiny of this
western frontler. They and their de-
scendents have been leaders In every
community where they have become
citizens, They are the ancestors of our
citizens of today

Being religious, the Misgion was a
magnet that drew them to this local-
ity, and soon they filled the places of
the departing Osages. Most ploneers
had to establish and build thefr own
churches and schools after they ar
rived, but here they found hoth had
preceded them, Father Schoenmakers
was here to greet them. The Indian
schools were easily converted Into
schools for whites and were advanced
to meet the demands of higher educa-
tion. Step by step they grew until
their magnetiam drew pupils from
distant states. With transitions re-
sulting from depressions and fires,
the present flourishing St Francis
school has evolved. Along the same
route hag come the great St. Francis
church.

This undated photo of John Thomas BeB darrni is probably from about 12930. The

news clipping is from the St. Paul Journal, May 1, 1947, special edition Centenniall paps

Bell certainly was a sturdy piorigarely 100 years had passed after his grandfather

Jose

Bell had left Northern Ireland as a child. The Bell family, like many American immig

followed the Westward migration living in Kentucky and then Missouri before Tom ¢

ame |

Missionn Neosho County KS to homestead in 1867 as a young man with a small fami
fathered ten children and raised them in St. Paul. He farmed and improved his hc

throughout his life. By all accobatsvaa loving father, respected by his famiglbs hig
community and church. His obituaryd&dys1 d eed Mr . Bel |l was

o n

and knew the hardships of the early days and of what efforts were put forth to develop tf

to its present prosperous condition. a
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,union nine children were born,| those

December 22, 1929: John Thomas Bell Obituary

(

. J.T.BELL DEAD.: : !

J. T, Bell, aged 89 years, one of the
oldest settlers of -this com unlty.
ed at the home of his daughte Mrs,

oL 5 McAndrew, in  St. Paul, Qpndav

evening, December 22, and was buried
~from- St. Francis ~Church  Tuesday
morning, - December 24, intermein be-‘
ing made in the Catholle cemete

J. T. Bell was born June 1, 1840. at
Lakenan, Mo., where he grew to young|
manhood, and on January 29, | 1861,
was married to Mary Alice Eddings.
To this uniog was born one 1, W.
R- Bell, of Greenﬁeld. Mo., who| still
survives. The first Mrs Bell dled in
1864.  On September 19, 1865, he wag |
again mafrried to Louise’ Sanders, who|
died on November 19, 1914. To -this

living are: ‘Mrs. Rose Boles, of Lib-
eral; Kas.; Mr#. Agnes  Kendrick, ét_
Shelbina, '~\lo Mrs, c,enrude b boet:
of Monroe City, Mo.; Mrs. Louise Mc |
Andrew, of St.  Paul; Thomx_tq I
Bell, of Berkley, Calif;; Mrs.| Nora
Cavanaugh, of San r‘"mnsco dal!',!
and Miss Anna Dell, of San Fra ci e, '
&i:f. Two of his children DIE"CQL“ i

|

|

|

m to the Great Beyond, J. Fmor,
Be"{l of+St.. Paul and \Ils \hrx
&eech“ood of Coffeyville.

Mr. Bell came to Kansas in| 1867 |
prﬁhmpwd and proved a elal isou.h
'md eawt of St. Paul which he - .owned
ar th time of his death, and |wherp!
he tved until 1917, when he moive:?)
"town and made his home for the
ance of his life with  his d:ulxx:htn:‘.f
Mrs. McAndrew. ) l i

"Tom” Bell, as he was affectlonate-
'ly called by his many ald nrenlzhhors
and friends was one of the oldest ge.}
tlers of th's commuaity and hi: ‘ men-’

]

ory Was n storebouse  of hlulo"".m,

faets of this part of the country. In’

an interview with him printed :n the |
Journal in 1922 he 1eld of many  In-|
teresting .oll nmf.-‘ affairs. Of how ln"
ate his firat meal in Osage Mlsl;’uns.
the same table with C, H. H:m\'a'l'l!.
the first editor of the Journal. togoth-
er with 8. 8. Warner, who had ,jst
arriveld here by stage coach; ni how
{ S : 2

-he became acquainted wlth Capt. and
Mrs.,.Ogeese and how they advised
him hoit. to go about ‘securing a farm
and of tol!o“(ng their advise o, the,
securmg- of his homestead of how h |
fieighted from Kansas City and Law-|
rence to this place, and of going tc
Uniontown to buy -corn to feed %j-
stock. Indeed Mr, Bell was oneo:
'ploneers of this section and |new the
hardships of the early days and of
what er!ons were put forth to.devel-
Lon, this country to jrsTresent ;@ospex-
ous conditions, '

. T. J. Bell was ghe of our finest oit-
‘izens a God fearing gentleman, a
*contlennouc Christian, a man_ who
|m1db ‘the world better by hiz living
ihere. He'is mourned | by a, host _of
|loval friends who are indecd
dened at this Woliday season b
ip..s'am;: and who extend to the .be-
reaved rolameq their deepest syifipa-

! thy, ‘ { i
|- & - LN I

(St. Paul Journal, December 26, 1929, microfiim roll S100, Kansas State

Historical Society, Topeka.)
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The 1930s up to World War Il

The 1930¢s began with a growing strin

The Bell siblings were now all grown and their own children were marrying and rg
There are not a lot of letters from this era aolteistion. The first letter in this section is
Willie Bell to his niece Josephine Jarboe for her High School Graduation. In that le
the way Josephine has been raised and then ladiefnt8 that / ac k of t ha
what ¢s the matter with the worl d toda)
t he Movies and bad companya.

California was collecting more membe
the Bell family. Tom and Anna La®. _‘ !
remainedn the San Francisco aveaeref”

T o sngccupation was now listed as b
barber and Anna Laura owned sc
apartments on Oc¢F
Noraand Bernardvere in San Francisco g
1930 but arrivedn Los Angeles by 19385
Agnes Kendrickg¢gs s
waking out there and it appears that |

and Steve Kendrick were also in the arex: _

; e |

May 1934: The youngest three daughters of
Dell and Gertrude Jarboe. Josephine is in her
High School Graduation dress with Kathleen
and Lillian.

After Albert Kendrick died in 1940, Agnes
wound up in Los Angeles on and off.

Harry Kendrick captured this photograph of B
and Nora at the Observatoyagntly the Griffit

[Seie e e e Srmmmmmnmmm— 11130110 018111

May 29, 1938: Bemard and Nora Bernard and Nora by this time.
Cavanaugh at the Observatory in LA

g
1ising
from
tter h
t

~N

J

also

erna
h

Observatory in Los Angeles. Harry was staying w
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1930: Agnes, Rose and Gertrude in Shelbina

Photograph taken in 1930 at the hdnfgoes and Albert Kendrick in Shelbina, MO. |Agnes

Kendr i

the steps of the front porch.

c k, Rose Bowles and Gertrude Jajrboe
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May 15, 1934: WR Bell to Josephine Jarboe

w .R.Bell
Greenfisld Mo

Mise Josephine Jarboe
lMonros City Mo. B

Greenrield Mo May 15th 1934

uiss Josephine Jarboe
My Dear Little HWiecs,

Your graduating notice received with much pleasure, and I am provd to

khow you are completing your Schooling and hope the world will hold
sémething for you worth while,I know it will for all your Sisters have

been wonderfully blessed and I suppose its all because you have a wonderful
Mother that has been gulding 2ll your Steps aright. The lack of that kind
of parental guide is whats the matter with the world today,toc many of

ue are learning evil things we should not from the Movies and bad company

Well just think it is most 8 years since I seen you and you must be a

full grown young lady and Mothers Last Baby,How I would like to see you

on the Evening of 24th, but I just cant afford to come,my income is very
limited now days and I have to make my conduct come within my inoome ,
There is a big festival at St.Paul May 16th So Sister Lout has written me
which I would love to attend, being the half Century mark since the laying
of corner stone of St.Francis Church, I was 10 years 0ld when that was

done and it seems to me as only yesterday.but I wont be able to attend,

1 wae over to St.Paul Easter ard had & real feed at Nellies, she had
several of her children there and invited me and I just had to go for that
and I was sc glad to sse them,Fpancis and her Baby and Mildred and Florenes
Baby, Tommie was '‘Schedulsd to be there but something turned up tiat prevented
him, Vincent and his wife and children were all there for dinner,I presvme
tho you have seen them since they were roing to drive back to North Mo the
next day to visit Beatrice and I hope the rest of you.

This sheet was split into two images for the purposes of this book.
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Well I am getting along very well my health is good enough and T am able to
work good and plenty, I have rebuilt fence all around my place this
spring and my home looks lovely, tho guite lonely for me, true I have

a family living in it and I reserve the Upstairs Room and Garage and other
things, they give me my Supper and 7.00 per month and I get my breakfast
from my close Neighbor Mrs.Briscoe just to help the poor old soul as much
as 1 can,My but there are so many needing help one dont know which was

to turn, whether best to give them all we have or turn a deef ear toward
them, I actually beleive if I had $100.000 I could give it all away in

a week and not see where it had gone,Well this Famlly are nice folks and
treat me nicely, they are quite young and have 2 little girle 7 and 9 but
they are quiet and sweet and the lady is Small about like Mattie was and
is good house keeper and very common folks, she has about 300 baby Chicks
and he has a cow and 9 hoge, and I bhave 10 hogs I am feeding, but looks
like I was wasting my time and probably some money on them.I am still
driving the Same Studabaker Auto and it is just as nice as the day I got
it in 1926, only huve driven it 24000 miles, it better hold out for it
will be my only and last,I just dont admire these new paterne of cars
especially when I have seen so many fine care bot lony since mine and gone
long ago and replaced two and three times with new ones.and mine still the
nicest and best -~ to hear me tell it -

Well I just cant send you a very expensive gift but hope to satisfy you,
in as much as you now have about all you can get out of Schools, you can

turn you stiudy toward trying to improve on Wature and of course you will

need a Compact. nd write
P Love to all & some tA88 ean

-

0 yes must tell you I am figureing on going to See Alice this

summér in Chicago and alsoc make my annual retreat at Techny, this will
be my 4th and also want to go to one at Notre Dame,

But I wont be able to come that way,

.Love to Dad?and Mother and all the rest,

Uncly Willie,

We can gather from this letter that Willie is renting out part of hisaHausg/ tolt seems that

by 1935 he had Anna Cloptwith her son Calvin and her mother or mietler living ther

D

~ 3y

probably under the same sort of rental arrangement. Anna Clopton stayed with Willie for ov
years and became an unofficial part of the family. We can also guess frotnatfenratters

Clopton hailed from the St. Paul
background.

: Ka

Willie would keep his 1936idebakemtil he died in 1951.

nsas
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October 5, 1937: WR Bell to Josephine Jarboe

T T S N e
G Y X
AFTER FIVE DAYS RETURN TQ— %
W.R. Eell ‘ "2/.5" N-B'(\ ;:»1:.‘_“:,‘ ——_ :_:‘:
(‘.»‘.',‘ o5 A \(-\\ Fox Rl s
o~ e JOu L il SR g _
Greenfield o lo s ppol ~—~— el
: \ 1937 :\"’-mm"o’b‘> \—_—_;w- =
T e e e
i 3 Kx““-»..,,._..«"‘"‘ - m‘\--—., 3 5

lilss Josephine Jarboe

518 Davis gt,
Monrce City Mo.

This letter was written just 8 days before JoseptateCtifford Robert Gander, October 13,
1937. Cliffordg¢gcs family was not Cathjol i
0 ‘ : ~+ am married. Cliff and Jo
had been dating since
1932, thus his reference
to CIiff waiting 5 years
for her. The wadd
party included Lillian
Jarboe, Josephine |and
Cliff ~Gander and
Josephinecgs
cousin Pete Saunders.
Pete was a greafphew
of Maria Louise
~ Saunders Bell.

Willie had been to visit
the Jarboes in Monfoe
City on June 3, 1937
for a short time.

The house in the photo
burned on November|9.
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